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BIRTHS. 


On June 27th, at Tientsin, the wi'e of H’° 
ReErnxo ip, of a daughter. 

On July 4th, at Soochow, the wife of A, C. 
Cuxar, of a daughter. 

On July 4th, at Foochow, the wife af Mr, N, 

Nrezsen, of a son. 

" On July 8th, at Shanghai, the wife of W, A. 
Estas, of a son. 

On July 9th, at Shanghai, the wife of Max 
Horner, of a son. 

On July 15th at No. 2 Redhill, The Peak, to 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. C. BownaR, a son. 


ra 


MARRIAGE, 


On July 4th, at H.B.M. Consulate-Genoral, 
Shanghai, before Sir Pelham L. Warren, K.¢.M.G., 
Consul-General, and afterwards at Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Tuomas Hrenzgy Unite AtpErnag, of 


Kensington, London, to Dozorny CLARE FRASER, 
of Streatham Hill, London. 


DEATASS, 


On July. 8th, at Shanghai, Caruzrinz (Kitty), 
danghtér of J. G. and L. Carnaghan, aged 2 years 
and one month. 

On July 10th, at the Shanghai General Hospital. 
Jennie Wane, aged 47 years. 

Pidvlend nue Te Hospital, Mavp, infant 
ughter of Mr, and Mrs ©. Ha 1 year’ 

and 11 months, -Deeply ada 

* On July 14th, at the Peak Hospital, Cuagces 

Guy Broop of the firm: of Messrs. Palmer and 

Turner, aged 83 yeats. : 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The German Mail of the 16th Jane arrived 
per N. D. L. 88. Goeben jon the 15th inst. 

The French Mail of the/19th June arrived per 
M.M. 88. Coedonien to-day, the 20th inst, 


—-—}- a. 


FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


— 


The Board of Finance proposes to issue 
orders for the suppressidn of all Provincial 
lotteries in China. 

Some six/y houses wer burnt at Hakodate 
on the morning of June 27tb, the firo starling 
from the residence of a railway official. 

It is notified that Mesgrs. N. Moalle & Co., 
Ltd., of Amoy, have voluntarily gone into 
liquidation, and that Mr/ G. W. Barton has 
been appointed Jiquidator. 

The new Commercial Treaty between China 
and Sweden was signed in Péking on the 6th 
inst. by H.E. Lien Fang (Senior Vice-President 
of the Waiwupu) on behalf of the Chinese 
Government. 

Their Mejesties have asked the varions 
minitters to devise ways and means to raise 
funds for the Imperial Exchequer as the 
Treasury ig almost empty and loans are not 
easy to raise, 

Messrs, Arnhold Karberg are reported to 
have secured the contaact {o supply the Palace 
at Peking and the Wai Wa Pn offices with 
eleotric light plant. The ordér is stated t> be 
a very large one, 

Three men have been condemned to death in 
connection with the recent attempt to poison 
the troops at Hanoi. Other men alleged to be 
implicated are under trial, A Chinese chemist 
and his four boys have been arrested on a 
charge of having prepared the poison. 

It is reported by wire from Liaoyang that 
the Asiatic Petroleum Company of England 
has decided to ereot oil tanks dt Liaoyang, and 
has selected a site for that purpose south of th 
railway station there, which bas been approve 
by the South Manchurian Railway Company. 

The American cruiser s;uedron left Hankow 
for Shanghai on the 6th inst; The squadrod 
consisted of the cruisers Rainbow, Cleveland 
and Denver, and the gunboat Callao. Therd 
were also at Hankow on that day the British 
gunboat Kinsha and the French gunboat 
Décidéa, . 

In recognifion of services rendered during 


eekly Pres 


| 


| 
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Report, 


Official figures are published of thé value of 
trade between the mainland (Japan) and Fot- 
moss for last year. Tha total im into 
Formosa amounted to Y19,750,450, the principal 
line imported being cotton fabrica, valued at 
about Y2,000000, none of the other items ex- 
ceeding Y1,000,000, in value. The | total 
exports to Japan were valied at Y 7,961,744, 
including about Y7,500,000 rice, and Y2,840,000 
camphor and camphor oil. ; 

It is stated in Japan papers that 20,000 
Japaness troops are operating in Korea ainst 


the insurgents. The Japan Mail re — 


“ Absolute silence continues to be prese with 
regard to the doings of the Japanese troops. 
The general impression seems to be that: they 
have almost stamped ont the insurrection, but 
apparently it is considered expedient not to 
publish details which would merely farnish 
material for exaggerated stories.” Po. 

News from the North states that the Yangtze 
is rising considerably; the dyke of Aukiog 
(capital of Anhui) is in danger of being flooded 
and several streets on the eastera b of the 
Yangtze have collapsed into the river. About 
fifty houses have been swept away at Ch’iho and 
the dyke of Ch’ingtsaown is flooded. Hsinchoa, 
Lichicho, Luchichu and .Chionchispao (in 
Huangchou prefecture, Hupsh.) are also flooded 
and the damage dono is considerable. 

Mr. Ralph Paget; British Minister Pleni- 
pa Bangkok, has received instructions 

rom the Foreign Office to proceed to England 

at once. It is not defsitely known whethor he 
will return to Bangkok, but on his departare 
Mr. W. B.D. Beckett will act as Chargé 
d’Affaires. It is currently reported; says: the 
Siam Observer, that Mr. Paget’s sudden sam- 
mons is due to something in connection with 
the new Anglo-Siamese Treaty. as otherwise he 
had not expected to leave Basgkok till October 
next, : 

Mr. E. T. Bethell, late Editor of the Aorea 
Daily News, who was recently sentenced by 
tha court to twenty-one days’ imprisonment as 
a first class misdemeanant, was brought before 
Mr. Bonrne, Acting Judge, at the Supreme 
Court, Shanghai, on Saturday last to give 
security for his future good behaviour. is 
Lordship said prisonor had been ordered to give 
security to be of good behaviour for six months. 
and he would be sitisfled with the sam of £206 
in prisoner’s own recognisances and one surety 
of £150. I£ prisoner would enter into that 
recognisance he would be dischar, if not, he 
would have to bo deported from C. Prisoner 
entered into the necessary recognisance and 
was thereupon released. 

The firm of Whiteaway, Laidlaw & Oo. 
drapers and outfitters, who have branches in 
Shanghai and the Straits Settlements, has been 
incorporated under the Companies’ Acta. Tho 


the war, H.M. the Emperor an apan has been | capital of the company is £600,000, divided into 
pleased to confer on Mr. Dav’ 


master at the Mitsu Bishi Dook: 


d Crowe, dock; | 400,000 six per cent,! cumulative preference 
ard and Engine j shares of £1 each and 200,000 ordinary shares of 


Works, Nagasaki, the Sixth “lass of the Order | 
of the Rising Sun; and on Mr. J. Mansbridge; 
foreman rigger and diver at the Dockyard, the { 
Sixth Class of the Urder of the Sacred Treasure, 
4 Manila newspeper to hand by Tuesday's 
mail announces that ‘Cholera gains some.” On 
the 9th, 262 casez, of Which 124 were fatal, were 
notified from Pasgdsinan province. In thé 
five provinoes|sffected there was a total for thé 
dey of 334 and 185 deaths; From Januar: 
1 last there have been 5,229) cases and 3,478 
deaths in the Philippines from/ the malady, or {1 
other words, an average of about 20 cases a day. ; 


Zl esch. The average profits of the businesses 
carried on by the firm, on the basis of the last 
five years, is stated in the habe apa to have 
been £55,914. Os. 5d. To added £7,243 
172, Sd. the amount of rents hitherto t for 
prémises now taken over by the Compaiy, abd 
£2,335 rent receivable from part of new: pret 

leet Shanghsi aid Colombo, This gived &total 
of £65 692 17s. 10d. After paymont’of tho*bix 
per cont, dividend!on preference sharés sburpii 
of £41,692 17s, 10d. is shown, The paretiake- 
price was fixed at: £541,000, of which 292/488, 
was for goodwill. . ~ a> 
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The Imperial Commissioners in charge of 
the prohibition of opiam-smoking among official 
classes in Peking and the provinces have found 
out, says coptemporary, that there are no 
lees than twenty-reven Metropolitan officials 
smoking sub rosa, It is stated thatif, when the 
limit of threa months (from May lst 1908) 
granted by the Throne hag expired, these 
officials are found to be still unable to break 
off their proclivities. they shall be denounced 
to the Throne for punishment. 

_The ory of the Chinese at Batavia for 
education under official control has been met by 
the opening of the first Government Dutch 
school there for people of that nationality. 
The school was opened on July |, in the pre- 
sence of a larga gathering, official and other- 
wise, The Resident of Batavia spoke about the 
readinesd of the Government to meet Chinese 
wishes in the matter of separate schools, and 
urged the parents not to neglect to see to their 
children attending neatly and clearly dressed. 
Several leading Chinese present thanked the 
Government fcr the action it had taken. Two 
hundred and seven children were enrolled on ! 
the first day, the ages varying from six to six- 
teen years. Six teachers undertook the task of 
instruction, 

His Excellency Captain Coutinho, the ex- 
Governor of Macao, is oredited in the San 
Francisoa papers with a statement on the 
seizure of the “Tatsu-maru,’ from whioh it 
appears that Portugal as well as Japan made a 
claim on China, but the nature of the claim is 
not stated. A paragraph in the interview 
reads :—‘In behalf of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment the Portuguese Minister took the matter 
up with Peking, and there bas resulted a 
diplomatio correspondence between that capi‘al 
and Lisbon which is not yet settled. Portugal 
claims that the act was oommitted wilhin 
Portuguese waters, Whatever the settlement 
which China may be forced to make with 
Portugal, Captain Coutinho bolds that Japan 
was within her rights in forcing the apology.” - 

It is proposed to hold an Exhibition of Old 
Chinese Porcelain in Shanghai under the aus- 
pices of the North China Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, in or about the second week in 
November, A special feature was the decision to 
issue a descriptive catalogue, profusely illa- 
strated, after the Exhibition, whioh will embody 
the history of the ceramio art in Chins, and 
also a detailed oatalogue of all the pieces 
exhibited, The Exhibition, the N.C. Daily 
News remarke, seems to be meeting with much 
popularity, and exhibits are already promised 
from high Chinese official sources ; in faot it 
promises to be a unique exposition. It was also 
decided to send particulars of the coming 
Exhibition to all the European and American 
art journals, also inviting subscriptions to the 
edition which will be issued. Any information 
or suggestion which may be of interest to the 
proposed Exhibition will be gladly received by 
the Hon. Seor*tary, Mr. A. W. Bahr, oare of 
Messra, Hopkins, Dunn & Co. 


HONGKONG. 


The Colonial Sscretary has received informa- 
tion that the Government of Indo-China has 
declared Hongkong to be an infected port. 

On July 15th Sergeant Peter Brazil, one of the 
most popular officers in the police force, was 
married to Mies Norah Harley in St. Joseph's 
Church, Hongkong. 

In view of the prevalence of Cholera at 
Canton and the surrounding districts, the 
Sanitary Department have issued a warning to 
the-public to take the usual precautions againat 
infection. 

Six months’ imprisonment in default of pay- 
ment of a fine of $200 was the sentence im- 
posed on a Chinese women by Mr. J. B. Wood 
at the Magistracy for dumping ths dead body 
of a child near Arsenal Street. 

The schedule for the 1909 Flower and 
Vegetable Show under tha auspices of the 
Hongkong Horticaltural Society has ,been 
issued, The exhibition, which will be opan f-r 
two days as usual, will be held in the letter 
part of February. The rules are practically 
the same as before, though two additional rules 
are inserted, and the schedule is thoroughly 
comprehensive. / Mr. Li. Gibbs is the honorary 

secretary, ° 
® 


A. M. oruiser Monmouth on completion df 
an extensive refit, left on the 16th inst. for 
Wei-hai-wei. ; 

Lieut. Colonel Carter, of the Army Pay 
Department left the Colony by the last English 
Mail steamer on transfer to Dublio. 

Mr. E. Shellim has been appointed Chairmin 
of the Court of Directors of the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bankigg Corporation in place of 
Mr. H. Keswick who resigned on leaving the 
Colony. 


Another tatoh of men from thea.s. “ Sheikh” 
were before tha Marine Magistrate on July 13th 
on a charge of refusing to obey the lawful com- 
mands of the Captain. The five men ware 
ordered to forfeit ten days’ pay and to undergo 
seven days’ hard labour. 


On July 11th Miss Hadden, of the Hongkong 
Narsing Institute, was married at St. John's 
Cathedral to Mr. B. L. Frost of the Eastern 
Extension Telegraph Co’s service. Dr. Stdd- 
man gave the bride away. Miss Harrison acted 
as bridesmid and Mr. Brayfield ag best mant 


The accountant in a rice shop in Wing Lok 
Street wason Jaly 13th convioted by Mr. Kemp 
at the Magistracy of having given a receipt 
over the value of $25 without having stamped it. 
Mr. Dennys, of the Crown Bolicitor’s offibe, 
prosecuted, and the defendant was fined $20. 
This is the second case within a week where ao 
accountant has been’ fined for evading the 
Stamp Ordinaroe, 

A burglary at the premises occupied by Mesars 
Caldbeck, MacGregor & Company was reporled 
to the police yesterday. When the clerk entered 
at six o’clook in the morning he found the main 
door open and further examination showed that 
the drawers in the place had been forced open 
and money to the extent of $53 abstracted. 
The burglars had apparently entered by the 
open fanlight and after searching the premises 
and failing to open the safe, they drew the bolts 
in the main door and got away. ; 

An old woman attempted to commit 
on the 15th inst. suicide by drowning. She 
jumped into the harbour at Kennedytown 
and as she was seen walking in 
the water an Indian watchman and a lukong 
went in to rescue her. When she saw them 
coming she made for deeper water but was 
ultimately carght and assisted out. She was 
taken to the Police Station at West Point 
where her demeanour suggested iusanity. She 
was medically examined and subsequently re- 
moved to the asylum. 

An unusually large number of coolies were 
landed in Hongsong on July 12 from the South, 
Ninety-four time-expired labourers from the 
Netherlands Indies were brought here, prior to 
being passed on to their respactive districts, and 
21 criminals came up from,Singapore. They 
were dealt with by the police and deported. 
These 115 men could not be accommodated at 
the Central Police: Station gnd had to remain 
in the Station compound all night under the 
charge of lukongs, 

Much sympathy will be felt with Mr. and 
Mrs, A. G. Gordon whose ‘little five-year old 
son is lying at the Peak Hospital suffering 
from extensive buros on the body. He was 
standing neara small methylated spirit lamp 
when the draught created by the opening of a 
door drove the flime upon him and iastantly 
ignited his clothes. Fortunately Mr, and Mrs, 
Gordon were close at hand and succeeded in 
extinguishing the flames but not bafore the 
poor little fellow had b3en very severely burnt 
about the body. Fortunately the face suffered 
but slightly. Mr, Gordon had his right hand 
badly burnt in extinguishing the fire. 


ioket Clab met after the opening of the New 

avilion, and the Chairman on behalf of the Mom- 
bers presented Mr. N. H. Mody with a silver 
souviner, Mr. Richardson in making the pre. 
sentation referred to the fact that it was maihly 
through the efforts of the President that jtho 
Club had been able to build this pavilion. He then 
proposed the health of Mr. Mody and the tgast 
was received with onthusiagm, Mr, Mody in 
reply thanked the Members for the souvenir 
which he said he would always cherish ag a 
memorial of the successful days. He thanked 
the Committee for the way in which they had 
worked and proposéd “‘ Success to the Club” 


! 


dries Members of the Committee of the Kowloon 


[July 20, 1908. 


The Colovial Treasurers statement of the 
Colony's assets and liabilities on Aprif 30th 
shows the balance of assets over liabilities to 
be $1,447 816.01. The liabilities are placed at 
$2,069,322.95, and the assots at $3,517,138.96. 

Since Sunday over 200 undesirables have been 
dealt with by the Hongkong police. This is an 
exceptionally large number and entails a con- 
siderable amount of work. From Saigon came 
37 undesirables and from Singapore 16 ui- 
desirablas. 

Ono the lith July the offices of the 
Barazilian orniser visiting Hongkong “ore 
entertained by Commandador and Mrs. Leiria 
and the membars of the Portuguese Club at the 
Lusitano Club, Music was discoursed during 
the afternoon, 

For smuggling op'um-from Bangkok the 


assistant compradore on the German steamer. ~ 


‘ Paklet” was at the Magistracy yesterday 
fined $150. Mr. Hoggarth, excise officer, 
explained that two years ago the Opium Farmer 
had notified shipping firms that on the arrival 
of any vessel with opiam that the opidm would 
ba sealed and taken to the Opium Farm and 
transferred to the abip when it was ready to 
sail, This would prevent the ships from being 
detained pending a search for opium. 

A Chinaman was charged on July 17that the 
Magistracy with having obtained $1,000 by 
false pretences. His modus operandi was 
alleged to be that he represented himself as the 
agent of ashipping company and could obtain 
for the complainant and his friends situations 

| as compradores and assistant compradorea on 
the steamers. He required a deposit of $1,000. 
When he received this money nothing more 
was heard of him. Mr, Goldring appeared to 
prosecute and Mr. R. Harding appeared for the 
defence. A remand was granted. 

The polica on duty at the “Shun L3e” wharf 
on July 14th came,upon an interesting case of 
kidnapping. It appears that a few days ago a 
couple at West Point reported that their six 
monthbs' old son had been abducted, and curiously 
enough as the mother was standing on the wharf 
ghe saw an o!d woman going on board with the 
child on her back. She informed the police 
who arrested the old woman. The latter pro: 
tested her ianocence and declared that she bad 
been asked by another woman to take the child 
down to the steamer and reosived twenty cents 
for so doing. She took the police to this other 
woman who denied any knowledge of tho arrange- 
ment. Both women are in custody and the case 
will ba thrashed out on Monday. 

Two lukongs very cleverly interfered in the 
confidence trick the other day and spoiled ¢ 
fairly good harvest-for two tricksters. An old 
junkwoman from Shaukiwan came up on Mon- 
day for a day in the town and was accosted 
at the Clock Tower by tw> men who sail they 

| were looking for their uncle and would be 
glad if she oould assist them. Toey walked on 
together and then one of the men nadged the 
old woman and told her that his companion 
had picked up a bundle of notes bunt as he 
distrusted him he would be delighted if she 
.would get them changed. She agreed, and as 
she was moving off with the bundle it was sug- 
gested that she should leave some of her gold 
rings as security, She parted with one or two, 
but before the triekatera could get away the 
two lukongs who had been shadowing them 
swooped down and took them in cnstody, On 
Tuesday they were convicted and sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment. 

The death of Mr. W. Boilby, who assisted at 
the construction of the Hongkong tramways, 
took placa on the 4th inst. on board the P. 
and O, intermediate steamer “ Namnr,” between 
Hongkong and: Singapore. Te deceased was 
on his way home from Shanghai aloag with his 
wife. After luaving Shanghai, he became ill, 
from the effeots of rheumatic fever he had when 
young, and soon after the ship had left Hong- 
kong, he became delirious and died as stated. 


Mr. Beilby looked after the interests of Messra . 


Dick, Kerr and Co, at the laying down of the 
Singapore tramway system, and on finishing 
his work there he went to Bangkok to assist 
in the erectio: of the tramway system there, 
and eventually proceedad to Shanghai, where he 
arrived about two years ago and was employed 
as an engiseor for the tramwaya with the firm 
of Messrs Bruce, Feebles and Company. Mr. 
Beilby was married at home eighteen months 
ago. fe was 28 years of age, 
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July 40, 1908. 
A THREATENING CALAMITY. 


ee ne 

(Datly Press, 11th July,) 
Following closely upon the terrible de- 
vastation caused by the floods in the Kwang- 
tang province comes the alarming news of a 
serious outbreak of cholera at Canton, the 
provincial capital. Our correspondent’s 
imfirmation published yesterday is that 
it is spreadiog rapidly all over the 
city and that many deaths have 
occurred. That the state of affuira at Can- 
ton ig recognised by the city authorities as 
extremely serious is clearly shown in the 
precautionary mcasures adopted to check 
the spread of the diseace, No suggestion is 


- contained in our cotrespondent’s brief para- 


graph as to what the authorities deem to 
be the originating cause of the opidemic, but 
we do not suppose it would be very wide of 
the mark to connect it with the flood and 
the reaulting contamination of the water 
supplies in the southern and eastern suburbs 
where the disease first made its appearance. 
If that be the origin it is greatly to be feared 
that the city, and perhaps the whole pro- 
vince, may suffer terribly froin the scourge. 
We sincerely hope these apprehensions will 
not be realised. Cholera, however, like bubonic 
plague, is not a disea-e thnt acity may easily 
rid itself of when once it obtains a foot- 
hold—as the health authorities in the 
Philippines have been experiencing. They 
are still fighting the scourge in several 
provinces, Since the lst of January over 
3,000 deaths have been recorded, represent- 
ing semething like forty per cent of the 
cases notified. In the province of Pan- 
gansinan especially it is still bad; but the 
bealth authorities appear to have success- 
fully kept the port of Manila practically 
free of the disease, and the prevalence of 
cholera in the provinces has not occasioned 
the slightest apprehension in the ports 
having trade relations with Manila. But 
an epidemic of a maliguant type in the city 
of Canton} especially at a time when all the 
conditions appear favourable to its develop- 
ment there and in the neighbouring districts 
is a. much more serious natter and 
may well occasion anxiety to the health 
authorities of this Colony as well as to the 
governing authorities of the neighbouring 
province. In Hongkong we have practically 
reached the end of a rather bad plague 
season in which the cases notified total near 
upon a thousand. How Canton has fared 
in the matter of plague there are no 
‘available statistics to show, though to all 
appearances plague is not considered to 
have been as bad there os in Hongkong 
this year. It is recorded in tha plague 
history of Hongkong that the deadly 
scourge was imported here from Canton, and 
it is sincerely to be hoped that this may not 
have to be writtea of the no less deadly 
scourge of Cholera. When we think of the 
large passenger traffic between the two 
ports we can appreciate the difficulties 
under- which the health authorities labour, 
but the news of the alarming outbreak at 
Canton, confirmed and substantiated as it 
is by the extraordinary precautions which 
the Chinese military and civil authorities 
in the city are taking to check the spread 
of the epidemic points plainly to the 
necessity for the exercise of the utmost 
vigilance with a view to protect the Colony 
from-a new afiliction, ; 


An extract of meteorological observations 
made at the Hongkong Observatory during the 
month of Jane shows the average marimam 
temperature to have been 83.6 degrees, and the 
minimum 77.2 degrees. The rainfall for the 
month was 15.245 inches and we had 147.8 
hours of sunshine, | ie 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


THE FOREIGN POST OFFICES 
IN OHINA, 


——— 
(Daily Press, July 13th.) 

A matter of great interest to Hongkong 
is the revived report -of the intention of the 
Chinese Government to join |the Postal 
Union and to take ‘over the pres Post 
Offices in China. This would) of course, 
include the various British postal agencies 
of the Hongkong Post Office. Similar 
reports have been circulated and published 
before, but now it ia categorically, though 
unofficially, announced that the Pekiug 
Government intends to take over the 
different foreign Post Offices in China 
together with their staffs of employés, 
foreign as well as Chinese. The Head 
Office ia to be in Peking. It is further 
stated that the telegraph system is to be 
amalgamated with the post office system, as 
in England, and the work of both depart- 
ments will be conducted in the same offices. 
There will be a special printing establish. 
ment for the manufacture of stamps, and a 
postal school is to be established in Peking 
for the training of Chinese for the service. 
Finally the report states that negotiations 
between the Chinese Government avd the 
Foreign Ministers in Peking are in progress 
at the present time respecting this scheme. 
Our Tientsin correspondent, however, as 
the result of inquiries, informs us that the 
latter statement is without foundation, 
Possibly, he says, the Chinese Government 
may be intending to make the Powers in- 
terested a proposition on the subject, but 
this bas not been done yet. It it were 
done, it is not like:y that all the Powers 
would agree; indeed it is pretty certain 
that several of them would not. 

Sooner or later, however, we ara bound to 
hear more of this matter. It is one of the 
planks in the platform of the “Chinese 
Rights Recovery Party” in the capital. 
What, they argue, would be said in Eng- 
land, if the French, German, Russian, 
Belgian, Japanese and Chinese residents 
there proposed that their Governments 
should establish Post Offices in the 
principal English ports? No doubt a 
great deal would ,be said io England 
on the subject; but at present no 
analogy can be drawn between the two 
countries in this matter. When China is 
able to prove to the satisfaction of the 
Powers that she possesses an efficient postal 
administration, competent to deal satis- 
factorily with the foreign mails, it is un« 
likely that she will have much difficulty in 
inducing the Powers to close their establish- 
ments. Very few of them pay their way. 
The Chinese Governmentis doubtless aware 
that Great Britain and Fr.nce formerly 
maintaine! their own post offices in the 
principal treaty ports of Japan. [a 1871 
Japan based her postal service on the 
Western model, and three years later joined 
the International Postal Union. By 1879 
the service has been brought to such a state 
of efficiency that Great Britain consented to 
close the British Post Offices at Yokohama, 
Kobe and Nagasaki, and France followed 
that example ayear later. We learn that 
among prominent officials in Peking the 
opinion prevails that it is of no use China 
joining the Postal Union until the foreign 
Post Offices have been abolished. That was 
not the attitude of Japan. She joined the 
Union while foreign post offices were func; 
tioning in her principal ports, and these 
served a useful purpose in furnishing 
examples and competition of a stimulating 
character for the native establishments. 
When Sir Roserr Harr at the banquet 
given by the China Association in London 
in his honour, expressed his cpnfidence that 
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the coming years would show that China 
has been storing hf energy to meet the new 
environment, the wonderful progress which 
is steadily being mude with the organisation 
of the Chinese imperial postal administra- 
tion might well have occupied a prominent 
place in his thoughts. There are now 
something like 600 bead and brinch offices 
and upwards of 2,000 postal agencies 
established throughout the empire, and an 
soormous amount of mail matter, both 
letters and parcels, is dealt with. As the 
efficiency of the service is increasiagly 
demonstrated we can quite understand that 
the continued existence of the foreign post 
loffices will be viewed more and more by the 
Rights Recovery Party as merely serving to 
keep raw a patch of irritation in the pational 
self-consciousness of the Chinese people ; but 
we fear the time has not yet arrived wheo 
those offices can be clozed withoutinjury to 
the interests of the foreiga communities they 
scrve, 


SEDITIOUS NEWSPAPERS: 


a ee 
(Daily Press, 14th July.) 

The recent prosecution of ajBritish subject 
in Seoul for the publication of seditious 
newspapers in the vernacular has resulted 
in the issue by ths British Government of 
Regulations for the control of British news- 
papers in Korea. These regulations provide 
that a register of newspapers entitled 
to British protection shall ba maintained at 
the Consulate-General in Seoul, and a 
newspaper which is not registered shall not 
be deemed to be entitled to British protection 
as the property ofa Britis subject. If 
the owner of a registered newspsper is not 
orlinarily resident in Korea, the name of 
some responsible British subject resident 
within the jurisdiction shall be registered 
as his ageat for all purposes relating to 
these Regulations. The owner or agent, as 
the case may be, is deemed under these 
Rogulations to be responsible for the 
publication of the newspaper and for all 
matters appearing thereia. There is really 
nothing in these Regulations to which any 
one can take serious objection, and their 
appearance excites curiosity only because 
their operation is limited to Korea (though 
issued uoder the China and Korea OrdJers 
in Council), and because the occasion has 
Only just arisen for their enactment. In 
fact there was no feature that we can recall 
in the recent prosecution which disclosed 
their necessity. The complainant did 
not deny that he was the proprietor 
of the offending vernacular papers, and 
he was therefore amevable to British law. 
But the whole difference these Regulations 
makes is that if newspapsra owned by 
British subjects are not in future 
duly registered at the Consulate they will 
not have the benefit of British protection, 
but must take tneir chance with the laws of 
Korea, It has bean made abundantly plain 
that the British authorities will not 
countenance tie publication of seditious 
matter in Korea. 

Those who have bsen watching recent 
evente in India will not have failed to notice 
that the mind of ths British Government 
has been greatly exercised of late by the 
mischief wrought in the Indian Empire by 
seditious publications ; and the Korea Order 
in Council of 1907 and tho stringent Press 
Law recently enacted for India evidenced a 
noteworthy change of attitude on the part 
of tbe British Government. In India the 
Government has been extremely slow to 
take effective measures to suppress seditiqus 
phblications, simply because such Rrosectt 
tions under a comparatively mild", law 
have proved not merely inefiective , at 


a st 


36 


they have actually increased the mischief 
t 7 were intended to #uppress. It is 
declared that an appearance in a police 
court on a charge of sedition in India was a 
certain prelude to prosperity. Notoriety 
sent up the circulation of the newspaper and 
as sentences were light they constituted 
no great hardship. It has proved a terrible 
mietake—the mistake of judging the Oriental 
by the standard of the Occidental, All 
Orientals have an extraordinary veneration 
for the printed word, ‘and the wildest 
cuarges published in a newspaper are, 
as a rule, unquestioningly accepted as 
gospel. The result has been that the 
incessant and widespread propagation of 
incitements to violence in India has brought 
about an extremely grave situation. Recent 
events have clearly shown the fully of 
regarding incendiary articles as ‘ mere 
froth.” They are, as Lorp Mor.uey has 
said “froth stained with bloodshed.” 
Lérd Minto in speaking on _ this 
subject quite recently said:—“ We all 
know, at least everyone who watches the 
daily story of Indian political life knows, 
that the lines of Indian thought are chang- 
ing, that embryo national aspirations are 
beginning to take shape, and it will bea 
bad day for the British Raj and a bad day 
for the people of this country if we ever 
allow the belief to spread that doctrines of 
murderous anarchy are even indirectly 
associated with the growth of those 
ambitions which British education has done 
so much to encourage.” With this experi- 
ence of sedilious publications in India we 
can understand the B&tish' Governments, 
sympathy with Japan in her efforts to 
revent the sowing of literary poison in 
Koren, No question of the legitimate 
freedom of the Press is involved in the 
measures adopted, either in Korea or India 


(CHINESE APPRECIATION 
OF BAZAARS. 


enone Se 
(Daily Press, July 15.) 
His Excenvency THE Governor rightly 
described the Bazaar which he opened last 
Friday as an historical event. Undoubtedly 
the occasion is worth more than passing 
notice. It is not merely an effort, in the 
| highest degree praiseworthy, to raise money 
with the laudable object of alleviating the 
wholesale suffering and distress caused by 
the floods in South China, but it is an 
appreciation of Western methods. It is a 
tribute to the wisdom of the Occidental, anc 
in paying this compliment to the West 
the Oriental does not dishonour himself. 
There are people, of course, who cavil at 
Bazaars, people whose ultra moral sensitive- 
ness or parsimony regard them as immoral 
or dishonest, but most folks are content to 
ignore @ discussion of the ethical considera- 
tions involved and to accept the institution 
with all its faults as the only method of 
appealing to the populace when money is 
required for deserving causes which offers 
the greatest prospect of success. Bazaars 
might not be necessary if the financial result 
desired could be obtained otherwise. Sub- 
scription lists go a long way--and, after 
all, where a community is moved with com- 
passion for those in distress there is nothing 
more effective than the direct appeai to 
their sympathy and generosity—but the 
Bazaar is something that may be regarded 
as supplementary. When people have given 
their quantum to any deserving object they 
feel that they have done their duty, But 
in spite of having contributed so much°ef 
their means for sweet charity’s sake, they, 
_ show their susceptibilities to the subtle 
i  fascinations ofa Bazaar, with its attractive 
= ‘, surroundings, its charm of feminine society, 
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ita irresistible appeals by fair women, and 
the fun and arad humour which seem to 
pervade the place when women set out 
to please and men are content to buy 
what they don’t want. The result is that 
they are led to give twice when they only 
contemplated giving once. In this way the 
enterprise, must be regarded as extremely 
valuable and one which should not be 
neglected where important issues are at 
stake and where the lack of money is fatal 
to the achievement of the objects in view 

This Bazaar, then, is interesting not merely 
as one of the means of swelling the Flood 
Relief Fund, but its most striking feature 
is that it is an expression Of Chinese 
approval of some Western ideas. Not only 
is it the first occasion on which Chinese have 
attempted a Bazaar on the lines which most 
of us know too well, but consequently it is 
the firat time that Clinese ladies have taken 
their part in such a function. Naturally it 
spalls change and doudtle:s progress. It 
means that the members of the fair 
sex in this part of the Orient—and we 
do not speak of Hongkong alone, Can- 
ton having decided to follow the good 
example—are likely to take in future 
a greater pirt io social. life, and 
to emerge from that seclusion and 
retirement which, though making for a 
certain refinement, does not make for the 
highest enlighteoment—and suffragists and 
women’s rights apart—there are few right 
minded men who wish to keep their 
women folks in ignorance or semi-ignoranc?. 
Therefore this innovation may be regarded 
not ag an additional amusement fur idle 
women but as an entrance into greater 
social activities which should have an 
educative effect on the women themselves 
and a progressive influence on the race 
leading to an acceptance of fresh ideas and 
toa mental breadth which can only reault 
in good to all. 


SHANGHAI |DOCKS. 


~_—— ++ —— 
(Daily Press, July 16th.) 
The result of the working of the Shangliat 


Dock and Engineering Co., Ltd., for the 
past year is not very satisfactory reading for 


the shareholders. Considering the high 


hopes that had been held out to investors by 


the promoters of the amalgamation, a 


dividend of five per cent, following on one of 


three per cent for the previous year, and 
that notoriously made out of whatat best can 


only be denominated sweepings, is but a 
poor thing to show from the shipping of the 


second largest port in the Far Kast. Still 


even the bereaved shareholder may take 
heart on discovering that the management 
; has been pulling itself together, that many 


| of its extravagances have been reduced, and 


} business methods introduced where lordly 


indifference had been the prevailing spirit: 
To commence its new 


hard cash, and witha balance to the credit 


of current account of three-quarters of a 


lac besides. ‘True this is not a satisfactory 
method of investing the capital, but looking 


it momentarily by. In view of the tightness 
of money in the Northern Port, and tha 
very serious strain placed on the shoulders 
of the community by the abnormal depres 
sion in the value of, not only the Dock 
shares, but ofall other genuine investment 


stocks, it became a matter of necessity toi 
arrange for a dividend, if it could possibly: 
be done without compromising the position; 

the Company; the arrangement was so! 


year, the company 


finds itseM with Ts. 300,000 on deposit in 


ou the state of confusion presented last year' 
and considering the long depression of trade 
that marked the year, this is probably the 
wisest, as well as the safest, way of putting 
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far satisfactory, that not only was it provid- 
ed out of actual profits of the year, but that 
it left Ghisaahed the other resources of the 
undertakiog. On the other hand, and this 
was the most serious part of the position, 
and one that must be faced before long, the 
payment of a dividend prevented the 
directors making any provision for depre- 
ciation. It ig quite true that the plant had 
by ordinary repairs and renewals been kept 
in going order, but none know better than 
the directors’ themselves that the plant js 
antiquated, and antiquated to.such a degree 
as to very seriously interfere with the earn- 
ing power of the Company, and has been 


‘very heavily handicapping it for the last 
‘three or four 


years, in undertaking 
contracts, When the affair was trans- 
formed into a limited company a 
fortunate sale of a steamer that it had 
salved and repaired placed the Directors ina 
position to effect very extensive renewals, 
while at the same time paying a handsome 
dividend to the shareholders; unfortunately 
from too sanguine hopes of the continuance 
of their good fortune, tbe amount accruing 
was altogether expended in paying an 
inflated dividend, with the result, foreseen 
by a few of the wiser of the shareholders, 
that ever since the affair has been handi- 
capped. The. explanation offered by the 
Chairman, that they kept their present 
machinery up to date by effecting repairs 
when required, was by no means a sufficient 
reply to the complaint. Still, looking back 
at the circumstances of the year, and the 
crisis through which the entire trade of 
China has been passing, we may fairly con-— 
gratulate the management on having 
replaced the Company in a sound condition, 
from which on the first symptom of a return 
of better trade conditions, it will be at once 
in a position t> undertake extensive con- 
tracts. After all, and this it is important 
to bear in mind in discussing the future, the 
Shanghai Dock and Kogineering Company 
has no outside liabilities whatever, has a 
considerable amount of tangible outside 
assets, and so far from being hampered by 
overdrafts at its backers, has actually, in 
addition to upwards ofa million taels worth 
of stock in hand actually paid for, nearly 
four hundred thousand taels of hard money 
with its bankers. It is rare, in the Far 
East at all events, that a company should 
find its interest account stand at the right 
side, yet in this case, it has actually brought 
in a substantial amount to the credit of the 
year’s accounts, 

Of course, in the ordinary coursa of busi- 
ness, this is not aa altogether satisfactory 
position of affairs; the Dock and Hngineer- 
ing Company is fundamentally an indus- 
trial and not a financial concern, and the 
Directors should see that its resources ate 
employed in its business, instead of being 
sunk in outside investments. ‘The fact of 
the matter has, however, been that owing 
to the extraordinary financial crisis through 
which the trade of China has been passing, 
there was practically no business forth. 
coming; and as money came in for run-out 
contracts, there was practically no way 
of investing it. It is only now that the 
worst of the storm haa past that Shanghai 
is beginning to realise how very serious has 
been the result, and how very narrowly a 
panic has been avoided. ‘The shrinkage in 
the selling price of ‘the Company’s shares 
has been a contributing cause of the 
general depression, and has undeniably 
added to the burdens that had to be provid- 
ed for, so that even a five per cent dividend 
and the knowledge that the Dosk Company 
was safe, and had earning power on tha 
revival of trade, came as a relief in a 
period of almost universal gloom. Unfortu- 
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nately the last month’s weather has been 
throughout China markedly inclement. 
Kwangtung, which till now has escaped 
the famines and distress which have marked 
other parts of China, has suffered heavily 
from inundationa, and a more or less ex- 
tensive famine is threatened. More serious 
it probably is that the regions of the lower 
Yangtse and Yellow River, which for the 
last two years bave been suffering from 
famines and scarcity brought on by the 
excessive flooding of the fertile plains, are 
this year again troubled with an excess of 
rain. It is true that a large part of these 

recurrent inundationg must be referred 

directly to the insane folly of the people 

themselvea, who nmy be said to have accom- 

plished within the last ten years the final 

deforestation of the rising grounds. The 

worst feature of this wretched business is 

that the Government, though often warned 

as to the consequences, bas not taken a 

eolitary measure to put a stop to the waste 

going on under its eyes. But, however, this 

may be, the fact remains that for the future 

agriculture in these regions, formerly the 

most productive in the Empire, must for 

the future always be carried on with the 

depressing certainty of recurring famines, 

whether from excessive floods or complete 

absence of rain. For the last two years 

the purchasing power of China has sensibly 

diminished owing to these causes, and though 

this was not the sole cause of the financial 

crisis, Which has not by any means been 

confined to Chins, it has certainly aggra- 

vated its incidence in Shanghai especially. 

One cause in these affairs always reacts on 

ancther. Financial troubles in America have 

reduced the demand for silver with a cor- 

responding fall in price, and cheap silver in 

China rendered sales of imports, unless ut 

& heavy loss, impossihle, Famine on the 

other hand used up the products available 

for export, and the result was a stagnating 

market; and as imports, ordered during 

better conditions, came on, they were found 

unsaleable. A stagnant market called for 

less tonnage, and steamers instead of carry- 

ing freight were laid up, and go as a natural 

consequence the Docking and Repairing 

business fell off; so the depression went 

round, every country on the face of the 

earth feeling it in turn, and now we find it 

reacting on England, where the new Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer has to lament over 
his lost millions, May we hope that the 
cértainly more satisfactory position of the 
Shanghai Dock and Engineering Company 
may be taken as an indication of the turn 
of the financial tide; and an earnest of 
approaching more favourable conditions of 
trade. This is the useful lesson to be learn- 
ed from the vicissitudes of this, one of the 
most important of the foreign industri:l 
undertakings of the Far East. 


RACE DISTINCTIO \S. 
—_—_——_@q-_________. 
— (Daily Press, 17th July.) 
In one form and another the question of 


" the pen of the coloured racea in the 
d 


world vis a viethose of European or Ameri- 
can origin has been coming to the front, and 
there can be no doubt that it will have to be 
faced, however desirous some may: be to 
put off indefinitely the consideration of what 
is undoubtedly a very difficult problem. 
Though it may be unpleasant to people who 
have been brought up in the accepted idea 
that the white races are essentially superior 
to the coloured and that the domination of | 


the whole has been given to the former, the | 
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which calls for serious reflection. 
as the question (so far as the generality of 
people cared to trouble about it at all) was 
between the downright blacks aud the down- 
right whites, the matter appeared to be 
extremely simple. Nature herself seems to 
have made a mark of separation between 
the two classes such as cannot be ignored. 
It is easy to perceive that an ebony native of 
Zanzibar is not likely to amalgamate socially 
or otherwise with a person of European or 
American descent, But the distinction is 
by no means so clear between the large 
number of people who are somewhat 
uncomplimentarily called “yellow” and 
let us say, the inhabitants of some of the 
southern parts of Europe. Some of the 
darker Italians or Spaniards might be put 
by the side of Chinese and Japanese, and an 
artist in painting them, would have to use 
more of bis dark colours for the Europeans 
than for the Asiatics—so that a mere 
division of the human fuce as to colour 
must, as time goes on, fail, the distinction 
being only one of degree. Mere broad 
territorial distinctions also, such as that of 
Asiatics ag aguinst Europeans are equally 
unsatisfactory. Itis truo there are certain 
characteristics which are found more 
frequently among Asiatics than Europeans 
and vice versa, but markedly Asiatic 
qualities and their corresponding faults, are 
often’ found among Europeans, while the 
converse igs equally true, namely that 
qualities which are looked upon as 
essentially European are founi among 
some Agsiatics. Until recent times the truer 
line of demarcation, namely that of civiliz. 
ation, was usually taken up to mark off the 
difference between ths coloured and the 
whites. The former were looked upon as 
uncivilized ; the latter as being blessed with 
the only civilization that was worth con- 
sidering as such. This good old-fashioned 
view has happily become a thing almost 
entirely of the past. The notion that 
civilization after the European pattern was 
the only one worth considering as such 
would hirdly be found among any persons 
with the slightest pretence to education 
in the present day—and even if it were, 
too much has been taken from our own 
civilization by nations with whom we 
have come into contact, to make it 
possible any longer to take up this com- 
plaisant and comfortable, if somewhat 
patronising attitude. This is more or less 
the case both in India and China, and of 
course ig markedly so with respect to Japan. 
While that country is steadily making pro- 
gress in all that belongs to our civilizatiqn 
and is adding it to all that is valuable in 
her own, it is impossible to drawa strong 
line of demarcation between the Japanese 
and European nations—nor would there 
be any attempt to do so except for the 
difference of colour; but, at that point, a 
distinctign is undoubtedly drawn, however 
the fact may be politely ignored, and is 
likely to continue for long years, if not 
decades or eveu centuries to come. There 
cao be no question that the difficulty 
which recently arose in California with 
respect to the Japanese going to the public 
schools was greater than was generally 
supposed. The school question was, no 
doubt, mixed up with the more acute ques- 
tion of Japanese immigration and competi- 
tion with Toca labour, but the colour ele- 
ment entered largely into the popular viaw 
of the subject aud had much to do with the 
stiong feeling that was evoked. Happily 
by good sense ani wise diplomacy the crisis 
was got over; but the difficulty was rather 
evaded than overcéme—and the outcome 
did not go far tewakds solving the main 
problem which was brought prominently to 
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As long | notice—namely how the white and dark 


races=-more immediately how Muropeans 
and Asiatics cin find a modus vivendi which 
will be just aad reasonable to both. Lika 
most large political problemsthis question is 
likely to be solved by circumstances rather 
than upon any general principles, and in 
point of fact the solation has been found 
upon a modified scale in more directions 
than one. In India and China, and, of eourse, 
still more so in Japan, the line of demarca- 
tion betwee European and “ native” is far 
leas strongly marked than it was in former 
times, Pennies interests and a better 
understanding of each other's political and 
individual characters have worked this 
result, and it is reasonable ta hope that, as 
time gues on, it will be found that fhe dark 
and the light races in the world, though 
necessarily different in many respects, can 
still work together with mutual respect for 
one another's views and feelings and even 
what on eituer side may appear to be pre- 
judices on the part of the other. This end 
is mest likely to be attained by o frank re- 
coguition that there is a difference between 
them, and by thus avoiding, on the one side 
the error of certain enthusiasts who hold 
that all men are alike; and on the other 
side the equally mistaken idea that because 
the white and the coloured races differ in 
many respects, they must always be ina 
stat¢ of antagonism, and cannot find a 
means of working together with mutual 
respect and for their common guod. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE PLAQUE 
EPIDEMIC, 


eign 
(Daily Press, July 18th.) 

Given a plague epidemic in a city of mix- 
ed Asiatic p>pulation—Hindus, Bucmmee 
Malays, Chinese, Filipinos and Japanese— 
which section of such a community would 
be likely to suffer most? It is not difficult 
for anyone with experience of the various 
Asiatic races to return the corract snswer 
to this question. The section likely to 
suffer most would be the Chinese. 
Experience indeed has proved it to a 
g usiderable extent and that being go, all 
experience that emphasises the reasons of 
this greater liability to plague may be 
profitably studied by the leaders of Chinese 
public opinion in Hongkong and elsewhere. 
Our thoughts are directed to this question 
by reading some remarks on the incidence 
of plague at Rangoon. The Chinese popu-. 
lation in tha‘ city is small, but the Health 
Officer points out that they have suffered 
more severely this year, and last year also, 
than the Hiudus and Burmese, Why is it? 
“The reasons,” he says, “are obvious to 
thos? engaged in plague work.” It is the 
same old story with which we have long 
been familiar ia Hongkong. The Rangoon © 
Health Officer writes :—‘ The Chinese live 
in houses which are often divided up by the 
Occupants iuto small very dark and ill-yen- 
tila ed cubicles. The houses are packed 
with merchandise and with rubbish of all 
descriptions, and are ideal places from the 
rats’ point of view. Chinese people very 
rarely report the’ presence of rats in their 
houses, even when dead rata have been: 
discovered. Further, when a case of plague: 
occurs the patient is almost invariably ; 
removed to another house before death, and. 
it is with the greatest diffleulty that: 
inférmation can be got showing where the: 
disedse was contracted. This attitude of 
pees resistanca is adopted not from fear,, 

ut smuply because the Chinaman dislikes 
having his business/interfered with by the: 
Plague staff cleaning bis house, or trying to: 
rid it of rate” 7 
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In Hongkong it is generally recognised 
that the greatest hope of success in the 
fight agdinst the plague scourge lies in the 
enlistment of the co-operation of the Chinese 
people themselves. They have it practically 
in their own hands to rid the Colony for 
ever of this annually recurring aftliction. 
The Health Officer of Rangoon recognises 
that this co-operation is essential algo in the 
small Chinatown in the city over which he 
has sanitary supervision; and we draw 
attention to this rience in Rasgooa in 
thé hope that it may be profitably employed 
48 an object lesson by all concerned in 
Hongkong in teaching the Chinese people 
the elementary principlesof hygiene. It used 
to bean article of faith in the West that inthe 
Eost, where the warmth of the climate makes 
cleanliness more immediately necessary than 
in colder climates, cleanliness was indeed 
closely allied to godliness, the idea being 
derived from the fact that the Jewish law, 
aud Mohammedan, which in some things 
copies it, is filled with bathings, purifications 
and other ritesofa like nature, But whatever 
force this may have in the case of peoples 
who rule their lives by*the Jewish or 
Mohammedan law, it has none whatever 
among the Chinese in South China where 
cleanliness seems to be regarded as a sio 
rather than a duty. 

There is one other point about the 
plague experience of Rangoon on which we 
‘way venture a few words. It is the fact 
that “there is a tendency every year for 
plague to increase about the end of May or 
in June.” This corresponds with the experi- 
ence in Hongkong, but ia this Colony after 
June the epidemic rapidly subsides. That 
apparently is vot the case in Rangoon. 
In 1906 the heaviest plague months were 
June, July and August. What the ex- 

lanation of the diminished returns in 
Hoagkotg may be after the month of June 
has passed we are unable to say, but a 
theory suggested to us by a leading Chinese 
regident may be worth considering by the 
responsible authorities. Whea plague firat 
broke out in Hongkong a suggestion was 
made that the source of infection was not 
improbably the unflashed draias. That 
was before the discovery was made that 
the rat flea was the infecting agent, and we 
believe some estimate was at the time given 
by the Public Works Department of the 
cost of flushing these drains—an estimate 
running to about three lacs of dollars. The 
drains still remain unflushed during the 
dry season, and the suggestion now made 
to us covers the question as to what extent 
these drains form breeding places for rats 
and for the germination of the plague 
bacilli. Weare informed that during the 
heavy rains in June, when these drains are 
thoroughly flushed, large numbers of rats 
are washed down to the sea and drowned. 
To what extent this may account for the 
diminution of plague after the month of 
June is a question we maat leave to the 
consideration of the Sanitary authorities. 
It certainly is a curious coincidence. Jn the 
months of October, November, December 
and January the raiofall is very meagre. 
In the last two months of the year it does 
not usually average an inch a month, and 


- the malodorous condition of the drains in 
. the Colony does not require to be dwelt 


upon. In Jantary sporadic cases of plague 
are reportediand as the months pass the 
list 6f cases grows, the epidemic reaching its 
height in May or June. Then coma, the 
heavy. rains, and, later, the total slis- 
ce of plague. : 

, however, we take last year’s Plague 
total and raizifall statistics and compare the 
figures’ with the returns for the present year 


we cannot say that we find very strong 
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support for the theory. Last year Hong- 
kong had a comparatively light list of 


plague cases—not more than! 250 for the |! 


whole year. This year we have alread 
more than a thousand. Now the rainfall 
statistics show that there was less rain in 
the dry season 1906-7 than in the dry 
season 1907-8, and if the theory of 
the drain origin of plague were sound there 
should have been more plague cases last 
year than this when there was more flushing 
of the drains. Asa matter of fact, down 
to May let last year only 13 cases were 
reported ; this year 117 had been réported 
by that date. But now we have to con- 
sider the raiofall for the month of May. 
In May 1907 the recorded rainfall was 
11'280 inches, this year it was only 1:825 
inches, and in this one month the plague 
total went up from 117 to 589. In May 
last year the increase was from 13 to 55. 
But when we add that the increase was 
even greater in the wet month of June both 
this year and last, any argument in favour 
of the theory we have ventilated is heavily 
discounted Nor do we find much support 
for the suggestion in the Report of the 
Medical Officer of Health on the recrud- 
eacence of plague in 1906, namely that it 
was to be accounted for by the fact that 
the hours of sunshine for the first 
three months of the year were consider- 
ably below the average. This year 
the total for the first three months is 
almost exactly the same as for the first 
quarter of fait year—bat the plague 
statistics are vastly different! The theory 
is generally entertaiued that the epidemic 
increases in May and June because the 
rains compel the people to keep within 
their houses more than at other times, but 
the absence of rain this year in May con- 
currently with a large incresse in the num- 
ber of plague cases proves this theory to be of 
no more value than the others. August and 
September are the wettest months of the 
year, yet plague after Juue steadily dim- 
inishes in Hongkong towards complete 
axtinction. The only certain thing that can 


-be said about the plague is that it has its 


origin in insanitary conditions and, without 
having successfully connected the appear- 
ance of plague directly with unflushed 
drains or a shortage of sunshine, we come 
back again to the point which requires to be 
constantly emphasised that it rests largely 
with the Chinese themselves to exterminate 
the sourge by co-operating with the sanitary 
authorities in maintaining domestic clean- 
liness. That seems the only hope of salvation. 


“SUICIDE OF DR. CROSS. 


Dr; Cross, for many years a_ medical 
miesionsry in China, odmmitt:d suicide 
at Ipoh, Straits Settlement, on the 5th 
inst. by swallowing a large quantity of 
carbolic acid. A painfal feptare of the affair 
is thet he committed the deed in the presence of 
his wife, haviog suddenly jumped up from a 
sleepless bed, and though Mrs Cross made a 
determinnd effort to wrest the bottle from his 
grasp she was too late, and her husband was 
dead in ten minutes, 3 

The sad affair cast a gloom over Ipoh, where 
the deceased was very popular. Much sympathy 
is felt for Mre. Cross and hér children, two of 
whom are at school in England. 


Dr. Cross, who had n in practice in 
Binrenors for about a year before going to 
Tpoh in March. 1907, was a popular medical 


r. Cross came to 


man. A Scotemaa by birth, 
migsionary and labo 


the East es a medica 


for many years in Chins. | He had a perfect 
knowledge of several Chinese dialects and ina 


remarkable collection of Eastern ourivus he 


many decorated emblems in Chinese 


of the esteem in which he held. 
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[Jaly 20, 1908. 
THE FLOOD|FUND BAZAAR. * 


— ie wa 
OPENED BY HE. THE GOVEHNOR. . 


The Bszaar organised by the local Chiness to 
‘raise fands for the saffeters by thé recent floods 
ou ote Wet ae anett cee Was aap 
on July 11th onder - ha autpie 
His Excellency the Gaveesae snd the det 
venture of the Chinese to raise money by. this 
approved or disapproved method was succeas- 
fully Jaunched, Certataly it had sl! the 
elements of sacczes. It had a community 
in sympathy with the objects, a community 
not limited to one race, 4d it bed -an 
energatic committee every member of which 
put the greatest enthusiasm into the work, It 
might have been thonght that the lack of ex- 
perience in such undertakings would have 
militated against the best results being obtained, 
bat as a matter of fact the novelty of the 
enterprise and the curiosity which it aroused 
was more than sufficient to counterbalance thé 
dissd vantages acoruing from inexperience. The 
Chinese ladies embraced the opportanity to 
emulate their western sisiers by officiating at 
the Bszsar and they came forward in large 
numbers indeed, and as the committee was com- 


posed of something like 300 Chinese gentlemen. 


it will be readily seen how largely interested the 
Chines: comma.ity were in the innovation, 
Moreover their effaris were generously support- 
ed by liberal donations from Buropean and 
aod Chinese firms and. the display made in the 
huge matshed was extremely creditable for an 
initial effort in a rather difficult undertaking. 

The Bussar, composed of some morenty stelle 
was accommodated in a huge matshed, feet 
in length by 80 feet wide, situated near 
Shektontsni Market. A tower marked the 
principal entrauce and other towers . were 
erected at intervals round the stractare. Con- 
sidering the hasta with which the w rk was 
carried out the result was very indeed. 
The interior looked very attractive. There 
were not many articles that were typically 
Chinese, the pictures, the flotal work, and 
basket work belag the only thioga that be- 
longed to the F.owery Land. The remainder 
of the stalls was devoted to fancy goods, the 
handiwork of Chinese school girls, to silver 
ware, to provisions, and to refreabments. 
Noevertl.e'ess there were articles which moat 
people would bs tempted (o bay and it is a 
that the fair stallholders will have the satis- 
faction of disposing of most of the wares 
under their charge. 

The opening ceremony wae attended by a 
large gathoring which included a number of 
Europeans. His Excellency the Governor, ac- 
compavied by Captain Mitoholl Taylor, A.D.C 
aod Mr, Brackenbury, private sicretary, was 
met at the eutrance by the members of the Com- 
mittee, at the Lead of which were Mr. Fagg 
Wa Chan (Chairman), Mr. Ho Kom Tong 
(vice-chairman), the Hon, Wei Yak, Mr, Laa 
Cha pak, Messrs Woog Kom Fak, I'sm Tas 
Kong, Ma Ying Pa, Leung Tai Chee, Luk 
King Nam, Chan Kang Ya, Tam Hok Po, 
Ng Hon Chi, Chan Hai, Lai Kwa Pai, Yun 
Yan ‘sup, ard others. Among the Europeans 
ware H. E. General Broadwood, Rear Adutiral 
Stokes, His Lordship B shop Posxon', accom. 
panied by Father Spada, the Hon. Mr. Chatham, 
Dr. Atkinson, Hon, Mr. Rees Davies, Hon. 
Mr. Irviog, Dr. Willer, (American Consal 
General), Dr. Voretesch (Germso Consul 
General), Mra. Atkioson, Mra, Chatham, 
Madame Volpicelli, Madame Marty, eto. : 

In calling upou His Excellency to open tae 


basaar, 

Mr. Fura Wa Cuun said: Your Ex. 
cellency, Lidies and Gentlemen. I hava the 
honour es well as the great pleasare to ask you 
to open the first charity bassar that the Chinese 
public spirit hes organized. I do so however, 
with some considerable trepidation, as this is 
absolutely the first bas ar that we Chinese here 
in Hongkong have ever attempted. Nz 
we are diff_dent and bickward {n ciany things, 
and we almost diapsired of snccess, Bat, with 
Your Excellenoy's kind presence and dnébdrage- 
ment, we hope bur we. éffo 
substantial sum of money for tli¢ relief of the 
poor sufferers in the rece t. floods, (Hear, 
hear), Ido notiwish to eson€ jovial 
ocoasion by recounting their intense salfetings 
int order to plead their cause, I leave all that to 


? 
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the imagination ard tte well known charity of 
the Hongkong public. Before asking you, Sir, 
to perform the opaning ceremeny, I desire to 
tender to you, the sincere and reapectfal thanks 
of the Commiltee, for your kind sympathy and 
condercention in coming amongst us this after- 
noon, a 4 taking the leading part in the cer- 
emony (applause). [ desire also to thank the 

Communities of Hongkong, especially the 

Enropean, for their liberal donations and con- 

tril-utions {o the bazaar (applause), Now, Your 

Excellency, we are r:ady to display our warer, 

and are more ready still to receive fancy prices 

for them (langhter). I will call upon yon, 
therefore, with one pull (0 loosen the curtains 
‘of this temple of splendour, and at the s:me 
time the heart strings, and what is more 
important still, the pnree strings of a rich and 
munificant assembby (Applause). 

His Exceinency tie GOvESNOR said— 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we have heard of the 
terrible distress which h s overtaken the neigh- 
bouring provinces of Kwangtung and Kwangsi 
and which has bien caused by recent floods, 
Rivers have buret their embankments and 
cirried devastation over great areas, Great 
numbers of the population have been drowned 
and others have been rendered homeless and 
foodlees, their stores swept away and their 
crops destroyed. In this calamity the leading 
Chinese members of our community have come 
forward to,help the enfferers of their own race 
with a genfrosity and a thoroughness for which 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


It is gratifying to record t 

een such an un- 
qualified success. At least 60,000 has been 
realised which is perhaps a li{tle more than was 
anticipated, and this will bejdisbarsed in rice 
and necessary articles for the relief of those 
rendered destitute by the disastrous floods, 

AN INTERESTING CANTON RUMOUR. 

Oar Canton correspondent writes :-—A rumour 
is current in Canton that the!Japanese Govern- 
ment intends to donate to the flood relief fand 
the 200,000 taels exa:ted as indemnity in the 
“ Tatau-Maru " case, together with a further 
important sum. If the rumour is true it 
will goa long way towards removing the 
boycott instituted so successfally against 

| 


| Japanese goods. 


i 


Io connexion with the relief fands, Mr. For, 
our Acting British Consul-General, has been 
very energetio in promoting the subscription 
raised among the British community, and the 
amount bids fair to reach an important sum. 
All the foreign consuls are urging their 
nationals to subscribe. 

The Chinese are busy on their side and the 


| thaatre guild has contributed over $11,0)0 


through performances given on bahalf of the 
fund. 
BAZAAR PROPOSED AT CANTON, 

The leading citizens of Canton have been 
so impressed with the sucocesa of the Bazaar in 
Hongkong that it is proposed to make a similar 
innovation in Canton, The Self-Goverhing 


they are just'y renowned. Itisa very striking | Soc:ety has taken the matter in hand and 
testimony {o the confidenca which is felt in ‘itis expected that the project will take shape in 
the Tang Wah Committee of Hongkong that : 4 very short time, Should this undertaking 
the charitable institutions of Canton have asked | b® successful it will indicate:a greater atep in 


them to undertake the task of collecting sub- 
scriptions from Chinese residents abroad, in 
California, Australia, the Straits, and Java 
and that those communities are ready to respond 
and entrust their fnods to the Tung Wah 
‘Committee here, confident that they will be well 
applied under their direction. (Applause). We 
in this British Colony may be and I am sure 
we all are proud cf the world-wide reputation 
for integrity which our Chinese fellow subjects 
have established for {hemselves. Their unfailing 
resource bas prompted them to adopt a Western 
iden of a bazaar in order {o raisefnnds. Hitherto 
T have been inclined to regard bazaars ag one of 
the prominent. vices of Western civilisation, 
(laughter) but it is a kenev>lent vice and is not 
open to {he same- condemnation as some other 
Western methods which have of late, I 
regret {o say, found favour in tha Far East. 
Its adaptation to the conditions of Chinese 
Society marks, I think, a very striking 
dep.ture, and in opening this bazoar to-day 
I feel I am privileged to perform an historical 
act, Those of us who are from Western lands 
are wont to regard our women as foremost in 
all that pertuins to the relief of suffering and 
distress. We call them, and rightly, our mine 
tist-ring angels. We look to them to organis- 
and direct campaigns against the pookets of tle 
wealtby and fo extract contribations therefrom 
by the aris of suasion and the virfuesof insiat- 
tence. To-day for the first time Chinese ladies 
are coming forward to assume the role of their 
Western sisters and to publicly play the part of 
promoters of charitable undertakiogs. I wish 
them every success, and I am confident that 
they will achieve it (applanse). I trust that 
this bazaar fo which so many have with equal 
generosity contributed will adds large sum to 
the already magnificent fond which has been 
raised by the generous and sympathetic gentle- 
men of the Chinese community of Hongkong, 
I shall now have much pleasure in opening this 
Bazaar (Applause). 

The GoveRnor amid cheers then pulled the 
silken cords and the bagaar was considered 
opened. Before he precesded on his round of 
the stalls under the guidance of Mr, Fang Wa 
Ctun, His Excellency received a buttonhole 

from Miss Na 8x1 HENa, daughter of the late 
Mr. Ng Tung shan, which she neatly placed in 
his coat. ~ 

The busioess of buying and selling was then 

‘ proceeded with and the entertainment in the 

theatre was also commenced. The Bazaar con- 
{inues for seven consecutive days. 
‘ It has been found that to run the bazaar for 
twelve hours was too great a tax on those 
engaged in the work, and instead of remaining 
open till 2 a.m. it will close at 11 p.m. from 
to-day. 


the path of progress than even the Hongkong 
Bazaar with its breaking avay from old oustom, 
at least so far as the ladies are concerned. 


FLOODS IN THE NORTH. 


Authentic news of the extént of damage done 
to the railway through floodsiis still diffloalt of 
attainment, the “ Hankow Uaily News” says, 
bat it is generally recognised’ that many weeks 
must elapse before through communication to 
Peking oan be thoroughly restored. Meanwhile 
the journey of a coolie who arrived on the 5th 
inst. with letters from Chih Kung-shan will prove 
interesting to our readers as, showing the pre- 
sent difficulty of access to Hankow’s pet summer 
resort. Leaving Chih Kung-shan on ,the 30th 
ult.. he proceeded by train to K «hngohoei, 
beyond which he was informed co trains were 
ranuing, three bridges being down. A short 
journey everland brought him to the edge of 
the flooded country where he found no difflculty 
in obtaining a sampan. Tho waters were ran- 
ning swiftly and progress was by no means fast, 
a long detour in addition liaving to be made. 
He surmises that he actually covered 300 li in 
the sampan and the journey occupied 4 days 
until terra frma at Kilometre 50 was reached. 
Throughout the inland sea voyage the depth of 
water found was never lees than two feet and at 
times, of course, a great deal more. We under- 
stand that letters sent through the Railway 
Administration have reached Hankow in two 
and a half days. 


HALF YEARLY DIVIDENDS. 


HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI BANK. 

We are officially authorised to state that 
subject to audit, the Directors of the Hongkong 
& Shavghai Bavking Corporation will recom- 
mend at the forthcoming meeting :—Dividend 
of £ 2 per share; add to the Heserve Fund 
$501),000; write off Bank Premises account 
$254,000; carry forward abdut $2,000,078. 

LAND COMPANIES. 

An interim dividend of $3.50 per share for 
the half year is announced by the Hongkong 
Land Investment and Agency Co. Ld. 

An interim divident of $2 per share is 
announced by the West Point Building Com- 
pany, Ltd. 

A dividend of 6 per cent. for the half year 
has been declared by the Shanghai Land 
Investment Company. 

SHANGHAI GAS CO. . 

The Shanghai Gas Co. Ltd. has notified that 
a dividend of 7 per cent. will bs paid for the 
half-year ended Jane 30th. 


es pd 


t the first ba : ne 
undertaken by Chinese oF ‘uch an un.| PLAGUE WORK IN HONGKONG. 


The following description of plague work in 
ie forms an annexe to the annual report 
of the Principal Civil Medical Officer, Dr 
Atkinson, and the Medical Officer of Health, 
Dr. Clark :—= 


There are at present four Plague Inspectors — 


for the City of Victoria, and one for Kowloon. 
There are eleven coloured Foremen Interpreters, 
one for each District of the City of Victoria and 
one for Kowloon, who supervise the work of the 
rat-catchers, assist in the house-to-house oleans- 
ing, and act as Interpreters to the Inspectors, 
where necessary. There are four gauga in the 
City of Victoria each consisting of ona 
Chinese foreman, one artisan and seven coolies, 
while Kowloon’ has a gang consisting of 
a Chinese Foreman, two grtisans and ten 
coolies. . 

During non-epidemic periods the whole 
of this staff is engaged in honse-to-house 
cleansing work, about ten houses or thirty 
floors a day ara dealt with, and each tenant 
receives three days’ notice, ona form in English 
and Chinese, requiring him to thoroughly cleanse 
his premises. On the day fixed the gang attends 
in the street in which the houses aro situated, 
and supplies hot water and soap solation to the 
tenants, and cleans out all empty floors, base- 
ments, eto., the tenants themeelves oleaniag out 
their own premises, The refuse turned out dur- 
ing this cleansing is removed by the gang to 
the nearest dust boat. The soap solution is 
also used by the tenants for washing their bed- 
boards, etc., in the street or on the verandah. 

When the cleansing work is completed by the 
tenants the Inspector visits every floor, accom- 
panied by the Foreman Interpreter and some 
of the goolies with a bucket of Pesterine 
(liquid fuel) which is applied to the sides and 
corners of the floors, and to the skirtings 
and round the partitions of cubicles, and the 
corners of the stairs, by means of the mops, 
under the personal supervision of the Inspector. 
Pesterine is a black treacle-like liquid which 


stains woodwork and it was decided therefore - 


at the latter end of the year to substitute 
for itamixture of equal parts of Cyllin and 
Petrol dilated with water to 1 in 200. This 
mixture aots both as a pulicide ani a germicide 
and has the advantage of not staining the 
flooring and skirtings. The solution has to 
be freshly mixed each day as it undergoes 
certain chemical changes, the nature of which 
has not yat been worked out. At this visit 


when the floors are clear of farniture, etc, the. 


Inspector makes special nofe of the condition 
of the ground surfaces, the absence of gratings 
to drain-inlets and ventilators, and the pras- 
ence of rat-runs, and all thesa matters are dealt 
with by legal notice at once: The tenants 
are invited, by notice in the form attached, 
to allow their bedding and spare clothing to be 
steamed, in order to destroy fleas and other 
vermin acd their ova, and compensation is 
offered for all articles damaged. Should a 
case of Plague occur in a house, the Kaifong 
(Street Committee) of the District are informad, 
and the floor on which the case has occurred 
is di-infected by the Plague staff, the walls 
being sprayed with corrosive sublimate, and the 
floor and the bed boards washed with the 


mixture of Cyllin and Petrol; orude carbolioacid . 


is poured into the rat-runs, which are then 
filled up with cement; and the clothing and 
bedding is sent to the Disinfeoting Station to 
be steamed. The remaining floors of the in- 
fected house are cleansed by the tenants in the 
same manner as in the house-to-house cleansing. 
Should there be any ceilings or stair-linings in 
the infected house they are removed and com- 
pensation is paid for them, if the oase has been 
duly reported, while illegalities are dealt with 
by notice. The compensation is, in the case of 


Chinese, assessed separately by theKaifong of the © 


district and by the Plague Inspector, and their 
assessments are dealt with by a Committee of the 
Sanitary Board. The Kaifong are appointed by 
the Government on the nomination of the Tung 
"Wa Hospital for the City of Victoria, and in 
Kowloon by the inhabitants of Kowloon Point, 
Yaumati and Hanghom respectively. 


ny spare time at the disposal of the Plague 
iacue is occupied in paying visita 


to houses in which cases of P @ have , 


occurred in the previous season,. with 


meee 


— 
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view to seeing that they are free of rat- 
runs and provided with impervious ground 
sarfaces. The Chinese have established Pablic 
Dispensaris and also District Plague Hospitals 
which in the City of Victoria sre managed by a 
Committee of which the Registrar General and 
the two Chinese Members of the Sanitary 
Board are members; in Kowloon, a local Com- 
miltee maosges the Disp2nsary and the 
Hospital. These institutions are supported by 
volantary contributions, and each is in charge 
ofa Licentiate of the Hungkong College of 
Medicins who ses out-patients at the Dispen- 
sary, performs vaccinations, visits patients in 
their own homes, and treats patients in the 
District Hospital. Cases of fubssuioas disease 
are-notifled by these licentiates t> the naarest 
District Sanitary Office, and if the case is one 
of Plague, the patieata may be treated in the 
District Hospital, 


“ATTACKIN? THE INTEGRITY OF 
THE BENCH.” 


ANOTHER SUPREME C)UBT INCIDENT. 

Io the coursa of his summing up in a oase at 
the Sapreme Court on July 17:h, His Honour 
the Chief Justice, mentioned that Consuls were 
the best abused men in the world. 

His Lordship said—Gentlemen, I feel the 
game spirit seems t> have seized on one of 
the learned couns-l. I am not going to say 
anything at all harsh, but there was a sugges- 
fion throwa out that 1 had not decided with 
equity. 

- Mr. Pollock—I am very sorry I cannot hear. 

His Lordship— "Iam going to say is 
this, There was a sdggestion which I cannot 
pasa over, although {am not going to emphasise 
it. The Bench knowa porfeotly well what the 
Joy of a fight really is, Judges know parfeotly 
well that when you have had a long care. of 
fighting for your firm or clients a certain 
obsession comes over the brain, and oartain 
expressions are dropped that should not be 
taken at their full meaniog, I think I am 
qui‘e expressing the views of learned counsel 
when I say that ‘ everythiag in Denmark ig 
right.” Having cl-ared up this I say — 

Mr, Pollook—I am sorry I could not hear 
what fell from your Lordship. 

His Lordship—I beg your pardon. J said | 
felt sure [ was expressing your views when } 
said that “nothing was wrong in the state of 
Denmark,” which was the expression used in 
one of the newspapers. 

Mr, Pollock—Well, my Lord, what J. have 
said I havesaid; and I don’t retract or withdraw 
anything. 

His Lordship—I had hoped that learned 
conasel would allow me to put a golden bridge 
over the incident. The whole suggestion is 
ridiculous, and asa matter of fact, the sugges- 
tion that I decided cases in favour of one party 
instead of the other is unfounded. On looking 
at my notes it so happens that the first five or 
six pointe are decided in Mr. Pollock’s favour. 
There was the question on which the issue 
was raised. J was in hopes that  thrt. 
question. would bs passed over, but 1 
cannot pass over a quastion which attacks 
the integrity of the banch before a jary, 
and when the newspapar representatives are 
present. : 


CHINA’S COAL RESOURCES. 


Tho United States Geological Survey has 
received a report from one of its officers on the 
coal resources of China, in which it is stated 
that Cains’s present needa require the working 
of all the ooal fields to the depths permitted by 
Chinese methods, and that when the Empire 
develops her industries the productive capaci 
of all possible ocal mines will be taxed. Wit 
her enormous necessities, it is not believed that 
China will have coal to export. The total 
amount of ooal in North China ia estimated at 
about 605,000,C00,000 tons. As far aa ia yat 
known the larger part of the ooal of China ig 


in the north. 


° 
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REWARDS FOR BE .VSRY. 


The bravery of the coxswaia ani crew of the 
steam launch “‘ Kam Shun” in saviog life at 
‘the wreok of the “ Powan,” already recognised 
by money awarde, was on thd 18th inst. 
recognised ia a atl rear manner by the 
presentation of medals to the dight gallant 
Chinese seamen, Tho story of hor, by tucir 
timely arrival and indefatigable: efforts, they 
took off most of the passengers of! the ill-fated 
steamer is already well known, andit is extcomely 
gratifying to flad that the Chinese community 
appreciate so highly the noble work of the men 
of their own race. The silk bénner for the 
owner and the medals and money for the 
coxsw .in and crew were subscribdd for by the 
Chinese community, and the presentation of 
these was made on Saturday aftetnoon. H.E. 
the Governor was prevented by pressure of 
official business from attending, but the 
Registrar-General, the Hon, Mr. E, A, Irving, 
undertook the duty, at the request of 
His Excellency, of presenting . the awards, 
The interesting ceremony attracted a large 
number of Chinese, bat it was regrettable 
that so few Europeans were present, Among 
those present were The Hon. Dr. Ho Kai, 
C.M.G., the Hon. Mr. Wei Yuk, C.M.G, 
Messrs. Ho Kom Tong, Lan Chu Pak, 8. ' 
‘fs0, Chau Siu-ki, Wong Fa-luog, Li Sbau-hin, 
Tam Hok-po (Chairman, Tang Wa Hospital), 
Ng Hon Chi, Chan Lok-ohuen, Cheung Cheung- 
chi, Tsan Tin-shan. Francisco Tse-yat, Siu 
Yuen-fai, _Cheuk-hing, Heang Chi-leang, 
Cheang Shi-kai, W. E. Clarke, Li Po-kwai, 
Mok Man-chenng, Capt. T. P. Hall, Leung 
Pui-chi, Li Man-chi, Kwok Yia-woon, Tam 
Tsz-kong Tse Tat-ohoy, and Simon Tse-yan, 

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kar opened the proceedings. 
He said—Mr. Irving,—Sir, I have been asked 
to introduce to you, the owner, coxswain and 
crew of the steam launch “ Kam Shun,” and to 
request you to be so guod as to present them, 
on behalf of the leading members of the Chinese 
community with an embroidared silk banner, 
one gold and seven silyer medals accompsnied 
with gifts of amall sums of money. I have very 
great pleasure in so doing, for I consider that a 
more gallant and successful act in life-saving 
bas never been witnessed within the waters of 
the Colony than that performed by the master 
of the “Kam Shan” and his crew on the 8th day 
of June last. LT need not reconntin detail the 
terrible cisaster that overtook !the ill-fated 
vessel “ Powan”’ on the night of the 8th ultimo, 
as the incident is doubtless still fresh in your 
memory, and the mind of the public, I 
shall simply allude to the one bright spot 
amidst the gloom of that deplorable catastrophe, 
and that is the comparatively few lives lost, 
largely owing to the bravery and promptitude 
in life-resouing shown by the coxswain and 
orew of the “ Kim Shun.” The ¢ Kam Shun” 
was the first vessel that reached the ‘Powan” 
before it sank, and by its timely aad most vala- 
able aid alone, about 13) out of something like 
200 persons on board were succeséfally rescued 
from a watery grave. I have been informed 
that the assistance rendered was not unattended 
with considerable risk and dangerito both vessel 
and crew of the resouing boat, and this make 
the merit of the regousrs all tha greater aad 
our admiration of their hamanity fad gallantry 
all the mora profound. As a small token o 


such admiration, aud as an encopragement to | 
others who may be called upon at s md! 


future time to render similar | services, wo 
respectfully ask you to presant) on our be- 
half’ to the owner, coxswain d crew the 
various mementos which I shall now proceed to 
enumerate, ‘I'o Me Chan Ying Fan, the owner, 
an embroidered silk banner. To/Mr Lau Tai 
the coxawain, a gold medal and a purse of $5). 
To Messrs Coan Ying, Chan Ho,| Yeung Yan, 
Sok Look, Cheung Loo, Lai jacg, Ma Ti, 
a silver medal and a purse of $25 each. 
(Applause), | 

The Hon, Mr B. A. Ievine having presented 
the mementos, replied as follows :-De Ho Kai, 


© .| Directors of the Tang Wa Hospital, and gontle- 


It is reported that the restoration of China's’! no, 
navy will be carried out in eight years. Peiyfing |t the 


will be the northern area, Kwangtung th 
shoutern, and Nanyang the central. 


© | come here to-day to witness. I have 


It has given me much pleasare to assist 

interesting ceremony which you have 
nded a 
banner, medals, gold and silver, and other 
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rewards to the owner, coxswain and crew of th 
steam launch “Kam Shun” to commemorate 
an action which. will long live,ia the annals 
of Hongkong, and to mark tho appreciation 
of the Chinese public. Without that 
timely action, that commendable Beg t es 
tude, there are many Chinese: families who 
would to-day be es the loss of their 
nearest and deareat. Napoleon the Great onca 
praised the “three o'clock in the morning 
courage,” as the sort that is t and most 
valuable. I think that our frieads here must 
have boen inzpired by something/|of this qoatly 
when, at 10 o'clock on a dark ‘night of wind 
and rain, without a moment’s hesitation they 
answere | to the call of daty. Fortunately no 
lives were lost among the rescuers; bat that 
does not lessen the risk incurred, the risk of 
panic and the mad rush whieh has bafore now 
enveloped rescuers and all in a common 
destruction. j 
The Hon. Recistaak-GenegRA then address- 
ed the recipients in Chinese &s follows :—There is 
a Chinese ssying, “ Who saves a lifeis better than 
he who builds seven pagodss.” You have saved 
over 180 lives and have thus acquired much 
merit. Heaven will surely give you prosperity, 
and your sons and grandsons will be many. 

Cvntinouing in Eaglish the Hoo, Mr. Invina 
‘congratulated the leading Chinese on the spirit 
which prompted them to organise the presenta- 
tioa and made particular reference to Mr, Ho 
Kom-tong as the chief mover in the matter. 
(Applause). 

‘Uhe master of the “Kam Shun” and Mr, 
Ho Kom Tong replied and refreshments were 
afterwards served. “ 

The medals were simple in design bearing on 
the obversa four Chinese characters meaning : 
“For conspicuous services in saving peor 
from drowning.” On the reverse the following 
inscription is engraved in Chinese: “ Present- 
ed by the Committee of the Tung Wa Hospital, 
directors of the Po Loung Kuk Booiety and the 
leading Chinese gentry and merchants of 
Hongkong.” 

The proceedings terminated with cheers for 
for Mr. Irving. 

Savsequantly 8 reception took place at the 
office of Messrs. Tak Kee and Co, launch 
.owners, wh3n Mr. Chan Ying Fan, the head of 
the firm, presented gold medals to the coxewain 
aod crew of the “Kam Shun,” and the silk 
flag received earlier in the afternoon was un- 
furled. The recipients were afterwards enter- 
tained to » Chinese dinner. 


INDO-CHINA STEAM NAVIGATION 
. COMPANY. ° 


The report for the year 1907 states that the 
characteristic of the year in China hes been 
trade depreasion, in all directions, of almost 
uoprecadented s-verity. ‘The result hag been a 
heavy falling off in the earniogs of all shipping 
engaged in the coast trade. Freight receipts 
have, therefore, suffered correspondingly, and 
the directors have found it necessary to have 
recourse to the general reserve fund and under- 
writing accouit in order to provide for the 
fleet (£56,585) and other requirements. After 
making these appropriations and meeting all 
expenses chargeable upon the year, including 
debenture interest, there remains = balanca, 
of £28,632, oot of which it is pro 
to pay the full camulative dividend due 
upon the preferred ordinary shares aad 
to carry forward £13,755. The debentare 
issue, authorised by the shareholders, haa 
been daly effected during the year, and 
£250,000 subscribed. No additions have beet 
made to the company’s fleat during 1907, and no 
fresh building contracts have been entered into, 
The directors regret to report the loss of the 
st amship Yik Sang in January last upon the 
ialands known as The Brothers, near Amoy, A’ 
portion of this logs will fall upon tte underwrit- 
ing account. The auditors state that the 
revenue account has been charged this year with 
a reducod amonat for d-preciation of steamers, 
and whilst the working accounts have been 
charged with the premiums of insurance actually 
paid, they have not been debited with promiama 
in respect of the company’s underwriting 
account, oO: 


_Saly D, 1908] 
- KOWLOON CRICKET CLUB. 


The formal opening of the new club house 
of the Kowloon Cricket Clnb took place on 

Jaly 11th in. brilliset sunshiné and in 

prea of a large gathering. The ceremon 

sould have taken plade on June 6th but ft 

° suffered nothing by reasdn of the delay and the 

cinder track laid down hes also been completed, 

H. E. the Governor was present and performed 

the opening ceremony, which was followed by 

inter-club tennis match. Musio by the 105th 

sbrattas’ band added to the pleasures of the 

“ afternoon, and the hospitality dispensed by the 
club was &: ted. 

As is well krown,' the club has been 
for a long time without a suitable habita- 
tion. Though it is one of the youngest 
organisations in the Colony, its Dieters 
has been as remarkable as the growth of 
Kowloon itaelf, and as ote of the premier clubs 
of Hongkong it. certainly deserved a proper 
Maik This the members recognised, but 

ities cohfronted them for a long time. 
Happily these were overcome and the present 

! @ stractare was erected on a site near 
the entranocé. Built of wood, with a rubercid 
roof, the pavilion has a length of 50 
feet and a breedth of 40 feet. Thore aro a 

dreasing room equipped with lockers, a 

i room, a ledies’ room, a spacious bar, and 
committee and storé rooms. A wide verandsh 

runs along the front of the ballding which was 

! built from plans prepared by Mr. E. M. 
Haseland. 
1 The'officials of the Club are :—Patron, H.H. 
Sir Frederick Lugard, K.C.M.G.; President, 

: Mr. H. N. Mody; Chairman, Mr. H T. 
Z Richardson ; General Committee, Messrs, O. E. 
Libeand, J. H. Mead, W. Stewart, J. Celland. 


H. B, Goldsmith, &, Smith, J. P. Robinson, 
J. H. M and D, Harvey ; Hon. Treasurer, 
ae F, P. ff, and Hon. Secretary, Mr. T. 


His Excellency was received by the officials 
and members of the committee, and 
Mr, H. N. Mopy esid:—Your Excellency, 
Tadiesand Gentlomen. On behalf of theoommittee 
and members of the Kowloon Crioket Club as 
ite President, it gives mo great pleasure to 
welcome you here to-day, and [am sure wo all 
regret that absence from the Colony prevents 
Lady Lugard from accompanying-you as she 
did on the last oocasion when you visited us, We 
trust that the day of her return to Hongkong 
completely recovered in health is not far distant. 
Since your Hxoellency’s last visit on Now Year's 
day you will notice that great advanoes in the 
: of sport have been made on this ground. 
: The Amateur Athletic Association have now 
completed a splendid running track, tho finest, if 
not the only track in the Far Est, and the fine 
Club House which I shall directly ask yeu to 
formally open has bven finished. We acknow- 
ledge with grateful thanks the generosity of 
the Government in placing at our disposal a 
ground which lends itself so admirably to sports. 
2 Exercise and recreation are necessary to us all 
. and I am sure that nowhere can these be batter 
obteined than in this most excellent ground, 
and Iam glad to be able to tell you that its 
opportunities are being fally taken advantage 
of by our members. That Kowloon has a great 
commercial fature cannot be doubted, and 
that it shonld also have a great future 
and take a leading place in the sports 
of this Colony is our ardent wish. I have to 
thank your Excellency for so kindly coming 
over here to-day, especially as the original date 
for this oaremony had on account of bad wea- 
ther to be med—and your coming here 
to-dsy may have been at the cost of some other 
oe more important en ment. I can only assure 
you that woe aporectae your kindnees in doing 
so very. highly, showing as it does the very keen 
interégt you take in the sports of the Colony. 
I have‘now the great pleasure to present you 
' with this key (at the same time handing His 
Excellency a cilver key) )and ask you, Sir, to 
pen our new Clab House, (A: .) 
His Exomiuencr said’:—Mr.. Mody, Ladies 
, end Gentlemen, before I proceed to open this 
ub House, with the key with which I havo just 
been. presented by your President, I would like 
to say a fow- words. We all know that wherever 
: ® British Colony is started, the first thing 
= Colonists do is toa get a racecourse, polo 
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ground and oricket ground. I know that from } , 
my own & acing Or africa. My officers were NOTES FROM THE NORTH. 
content to live in tents and grass huts, t bh Rar a 
whose air the bin Cr bar} J, walle} (FROM OUR CORBESPONDENT,) 
planning for lo an & ground, an ip eer, ' 
since it is the tradition of race to pat TIENtTaIN, 20th June. 


sport—I will not-say before janything else — 
but before anyth which ig not sabsolately 
necessary, I am glad to see that this tradition 
is being maintained here in Kowloon. It is the 
same wine on active service, as}I have also seen. 
Whore a British force camps for a few days or 
weeks, a cricket ground or pola ground sprin,s 
into existence, aa if by magip. [ remem er 
when { was a young sildier about thirty years 
ago—I am sorry tv say that it is a long time 

when I was on activejservice in Af- 
gba istan, we sometimes had{to march with 
a very light kit indeed, ts only bare 


CHANGE AT THE CUSTOMS, 

Tientsin is about to lose its Commissioner of 
Customs, Mr. H. F. Merrill,. Mr. Morrill, who © 
is an American, juined the [.M.O. in 1874, and _ 
was made Commissioner in 1887; Before com. 
ing to Tientsin in the spring of -906 in suoces- 
sion to Mr. Datring, he was Commissioner at- 
Ningpo. Mr. and Mrs. Merrill and their 
daughter bave been very pruminent aud popular - 
sonsally in Lientsin, aad their loss will be greatly 
felt. : 

Mr. Merrill is being lent by the acting Inspect- 
or-General to tae Uhinese Goverdiment for 
special service in America. He will not leave 
the Customs. The new appointment has been 
mide in the followiug ciroamstaaces, Mr. 
Ragsdale, the U. S. Consul-General in Lientsia, 

just gooe on promotion to St. Petersburg. 
Mr. Williams, of the U. 8. Legation in Peking 
has succeeded Mr. Ragsdale in Tientsin an 
Dr. Ten .ey, formerly president of the Peiyang 
University, Lientsin, and latterly appointed to 
the charge of a Chinese educational. mission to 
the United dtates, succeeds Mr. Williams in 
Peking. Mr. Merrill is now to be sent to 
Aerios tottaka charge of the Chinese students 
there in place of Dr. ‘Tenney. 


necessities and everything that was not light 
was thrown out; yet every|day when we 
camped the men were very fond of putting 
a 20lb. weight! (laughter). e never found 
out to the day that we left the country how 
that 20Ib shot was brought from camp to camp. 
Your President has slluded to the last time I 
was here. That was on New Yoar’s Day when 
I witnessed the Children’s Sports and I think 
that it is a most eporeing, and most generous 
thing of this Club to have} that institution 
of Children’s Sports each year. I was de- 
lighted: to hear that youl are going to 
make them an annual institution, and I know 


that the idea has received the very ial io. | Mr. Morrill is succeeded in the Tientsin 
tereat and generous liberality fe our President | Commissionership by Mr. C. L. Simpson, who 
(applause), I see two extraordinary changes 


is at present Commissioner at Ningpo. Mr. 
Simpson, who has one aon in the PK o, and . 
had two, is the oldest Commissioner in the 
service with the exception of Sir Robert Hart 
who joined two years before he did, One of Mr, 
Simpson’s gona used to bein the Customs head 
office in Peking, ani now residing in the 
capital is perhaps better known to the world as 
“Putnam Weale” the author of four or five 
very successful booka on Far Eastern politics, 
SIR WALTER HILLIER, 

Referring again tu Renter's telegram about 
the appointment of Sir Walter Hillier as adviser 
to the Chinese Government, one of the Peking 
rumours in circulation is to the effect that Sir 
Walter has come out in connection with the 
Chinese Engineering and Mining Co., and 
another report confirms this and adds the 
particulars that he has come out to give 
authoritative meanings of Chinese docutients. 

THE C. 4. AN® M, CO. 

The Agent and Manager in China of the - 
Chinese Engineering and Mining Co., is, as 
many of your readers must know, Major 
Nathan, brother of the late Governor of 
Hongkong. He is an able business man 
and a diplomatist, but he has here a 


on the ground since I was here before—the 
admirable cinder track and} this delightfal 
pavilion. I hope that you will see from this 
platform many sporting contests carried out in 
8 sporting spirit, not for the sake of aCup but for 
the sake of sport—run well and finished woll. 
(Applause). I have to thank you, vir, for the kind 
allusion you have made to Lady-Lugard, who 
would have been delighted to have been here this 
afternoon, but she was compelled to go to 
Hoagland under medical advice and I hope that 
she will be back again early in November, [| 
hope to see her back again| in time for the 
Children’s Sports next year Grn). Ihave 
now much pleasure in opening the door. 
(Applause.) 

18 EXORLLENCY en piso the key in the 
look, and turning it d:—I declare this 
pavilion open, ladies and gentlemen (applause), 

His Exce.iency afterwards undid the tape, 
and with this ceremony the cinder track was 
declared opened. = 

In the subsequent match between the Kow. 
loon Cricket “Glab and the Hongkong Cricket 
Olub the home players after leading the greater 
part of the contest were :beaten by their 


opponents. difflcalt, if not an impossible task. He has to 
he results were :— . satisfy his directors, and he has to get on ~ 
Hancock-Carr (Hongkong) vy. smoothly with the Chinese authorities. The 


: Lapsley. 
Brewer 7—5; v. Klimaneck-Clelland, 5; Y. 
Fowler-Edwards, 11—~1 : 23 games to 13, 

Maorray-Hastings (Hongkong) v. Klimaneck- 
Clelland, 9—8; v. Fowler-Edwards, 6—6; 
ee Piet eee 25 games to 11. 


Edwards, 5—7; v. B 
Klimaneck-Clelland, 4—8 : 1{ games ‘ 


latter have their own view of the result of the 
big law case which Chang-Yen-Mou lost in 
London threo years ago. Sinoa then there 
have been continual negotiations, but these have 
not had mutually satisfactory resulta, The 
Chinese are dissatisfied, and oan make. things. - 
very unpleasant for the Mining Co. The latter 
has been doing its best to make its position 
strong. It has been going into the matter of 
title deeds, &o,, creating new ones whori these 
were found to be defective. Now, however, 
there are rumours that a settlement is about to 
be effected. But apparently it is still to be 
negotiated, and the interests of the European 
and Chinese parties concerned are so diverse 
that it would be rash to anticipate a successful 
outcome. : . 
Of course in any such negotations the inter- 
retation of documents would be an important __ 
deatars, and there is considerable verisimilitade 
in the report that it is for this purpose. 
that Sir Walter has come out to Chins. 


THE TROUBLE ON ‘THE INDO- 
_ CHINA FRONTIER. 


Hanoi papers continue to pontain reports of 
conflicts with bands of Chinese reformers who 
are giving trouble on the frontier of Anvam, 
The most recent affair has been at Khon-Day 
where. Commandant Lecreng met a band of 
them. He killed 13 and topk four prisoners. 
He took possession of fifteen! rifles and several 
hundred cartridges. Four of the rifles wore of 
a 1902 moiel. One of the'men killed was a 
chief and upon bis person were found several 
objects belonging to the late Lieut. Reynaud. 
There was no loss on the moh side in this 
engagement, 

The headman of Bac Quang succeeded in am- 
bushing another band who were fleeing before 
the French troops. He took/50 prisoners and 37 
rifles. The rest of the band is expected to be 
captured shortly. 


Trentsiy, June, 25th, 
: AN ABLY OFFICIAL, 2. oc. 524 ,en. 
eA Cantonese has been seleotei by the,C : 
qroreranien’ as briefly stated in m: last: n0 S - 
o conduct the important negotiati (a: th 
Chinese Eogineering and Mining: ;| ; 
H.E Liaug Fu-Hao, who was-£0 
- maa eae 
e im silways of North: Chin 
Taotai of Newchwang, add‘ Customl 


wi 


Tientein, He is now a 

of the Waiwapa. Ho is 

official and in every sense of 
" man. 


a remarkably able 

the word a strong 

He is a vigorcus “righta-recovery ” 

,and will be an exceedingly hard nut for 

jor Nathan to crack. The Agent and 

General Manager of the Mining Co. is very 

popular among all classes in Tientain, and 

every one would wish him success in his diplo- 

matic encounter with Mr. M. T. Liang, as His 

Excelldncy is called here, but it is anticipated 

that unless Major Nathan concedes what the 

Chinese consider their reasonable demands Mr. 

Liang will wipe the floor with him diplo- 
matically speaking. 

THE NEXT MINISTER TO ENGLAND, 

After H. E. Liang has concluded these 
negotiations with the Mining Co. he will 
continue in Peking his work as a member of the 
Waiwuou until the return to China of Lord Li 
Ching Fang, the Chinese Minister in England, 
whom he will sucosed. And no man, it can 
safely be said, is better fitted to fill the post. 
Mr. Liang is certainly the ablest of the 
numerous Cantonese who helped H. E. Yuan 
Shih Kaito spell efficiency and integrity with 
capital letters in Peohili. 

THE AMERICAN FLEET'S VISIT. 

H. E, Liang Tung Yen. another Cantonese 
protégé of H. E. Yuan Shih Kai, now a Vica- 
President of the Waiwupu, and a former 
Customs Taotai of Tientain, has been appointed 
to go to Amoy to welcome the U.S. battleship 
fleet when it arrives in the coming autumn. 

In this connection is to be remarked the 
rumour that H. E. Yuen will give up the Pre. 
sidency of Waiwupu to become President of 
the Board of the Navy with a view of establish. 
ing a new and efficient Navy for China. It 
having been noised abroad that China wanted a 
Navy, Peking has for s»me months past been 
thronged with naval shipbuilders’ representa- 
tives from all parts of the world seeking 
for orders, The most enterprising of these, 
perhaps, have been the Japanese. But the 
visit of the U. 8. battleship fleet will be a 
huge advertisement for American shipbuildera 
Mad ordnance manufacturers, and no doubt the 
trade representatives of those industries will 

| seek to make the most of it in Peking. 
A CHINESE NAVY. 

- Where and how the money for this navy is 
to be raised still remains to be seen. Of course 
‘in the long run the burden must fall on the 
Chinese taxpayer. who is ill-prepared to bear it, 
I wonder whether the Peking Government 
realises the cost of armaments and the drain 
they impose on the resources of a country. By 
the last mail from England I have recaived 
some interesting statistios of an official character 
which plainly show how imprudent it would be 
for China to attempt at this juncture to compete 
with other countries that already possess big 
and efficient navies, 

Compare China with her two neighbours in 
the Pacific, Japan and the United States. 
Japan is reckoned a poor country as compared 
with the leading Western countries, but by her 
side China outs a ridiculous figure. Japan has 

. a revenue and expenditure per head of her popn- 
lation of £1-0-9; China, 84d! In the United 
States the revenue per head is £1-12-10 and the 
expenditure £1-8-10. In the United Kingdom 
the revenue per head is £3-5-8 and the expendi- 
ture £3-3-8, while in France—and Franooe ig a 
neighbour of China—the revenue per head is 
£3-18-0, and the expenditure is the same, 
Bat China 84d. and she wants a uavy ! 
Surely if the Peking Government want to 
spend money there are other objects on whioh 
it may be spent far more usefully than ona navy, 
But the naval talk may prove as unreal and 
futile as much other talk that is indulged in in 
the capital. Paper plans and proposals are 
' cheap. At present they are the only ones in 
which the Chinese revenue will permit the 
Government to indulge. 

THE CHINESE STATE BANK. 

No, the preliminary of all progress and 


consider naval or military expenditure either 
progress or reform—is a reorganisation of th 
national finances, The “sinows of war” mus 
- first be provided. That China is naw, 
in this respect, in a better position than 
she wasmay not be saying much, tut at any 
te it is satisfactory to be ablo to say it at a 
‘| Peking member'of the+I.M.C, has just 


ee 


A this ana 


reform in China—though some would not, 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS any 
junior Vice-President ¢ written a little 


pamphlet entitled “Notes on 
the Chinese Government Bank't—an instita- 
tion of which the Chairman said at the first, 
annual general meeting :—“ Our pbjéct is not! 
simply to pay rich dividends to tha State or to, 
private individuals; what wo want moat is “ 
strengthen the State's credit and|/the Nation’ 
commercial health.’ And there iq ample roo 
for this.” 
THE IMPERIAL BANK OF GHINA, 

Mr. Jules Gory, the author of the pamphlet 
above referred to, does not make a single 
allusion to the Imperial Bank of hina, though 
he mentions the Shansi and other Chinese 
banks. The Imperial Bank of| China is a 
purely Chinese bank, though run on European 
anking lines and managed by Europeans. The 
head manager who set it going was a former 


manager of the Hongkong and 8 hai Bank 
at Shanghai. Its books are mode lod on those 
ank. It does 


of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
a big and dive business among the Chinese. 
It haga large note issue of its own. But it is 
not aState bank. No foreigner oan hold shares 
in it, and the staff is becoming more and more 
Chinese and less and less European, but it is 
purely a-private commerc‘al bank. 
THE TA CH'ING BANK. 

The bank desoribed in Mr, Gory's brochurd 
is the Ta Ch‘ing (formerly the Hu Pu) Bank 
This, institution, as the author xplains, w 
founded less than three years ago} more or les | 
as an outcome of the Mackay Tréaty of 1903; 
the idea was that China should e the neces-| 
sary steps to provide for an uniform national! 
coinage by establishing a centre bank to issue 
the coin and regulate its circulation. The bank 
is absolately and entirely run an managed by 
Chinese, The manager and subimanager are 
both Southern Chinese, the formar being a 
Cantonese who was at one time compradore of 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank in Hong- 
kong, Mr Ch‘en Wen-ohtien. |This year al 
branch is to be opened in Canton 

The Ta Ch’ing Bank has inflicte considerabld 
damage upon the Shansi bankers, infringing 
their long-enjoyed monopoly o remittance 
and other transactions for the adeount of th 
Government. Mr. Gory thinks the day is nat 
far off when the Shansi banks will have nothing! 
more to do with the Government money. New, 
branches of the Ta Ch’ing Bank are continually: 
being opened. Besides the head office in Peking: 


there are branch offices in Tiontsin, Shanghai, 
Hankow, Ch’inan, Kalgan, Newchwang, Urga, 
and Chungking, and sub-offices at Paoting, Chou 


T's’un, Antung, and in a number of other places 
the bank is represented by native |banks. Pro 
posals are now being considered t) open branch 
offices at Nanking, Foochow,| Hangohow 
K’aifeng, Kirin, Taiyuan, Nanshang, an 
Ch’angsha, 

At first: the commercial clasg viewed, th 
bank with suspicion, but the fact that the ban 
has paid 30 per cent. on its capital shows 
that it is a suocess from the putset. oa 
reform of the currency has not been lost sigh 
of. Much has been done during the past twelvd 
months with regard to the copper $urrency, an 
the fame and oredit of the Bank’g tael, dollar 
and cash notes are rapidly extending. Fo 
official purposes the Government js doing all it 
can to encourage the usa of the Ta Ch‘ing! 
Bank’s notes, and even for commerpial purpose 
both official and mercantile Chinese are pushin 
the bank’s notes in preference to foreign bank 
notes. 

There is a story hailing from|Peking tha 
the Board of Finance has ordered from Americ: 
machinery for printing bank nofes, and tha 
when this arrives the Board itsélf will prin 
and issue notes and will allow nO notes to b 
issued by other banks, private or Government 
but this, I think, is obviously an erroneo 
report, due to some missapprehension. 

TISNTS1N-PUKOW RAILWAY. 

It is not usual for the silvert spade to b 
broken on the occasion of tie catting of th 
first sod of a railway, bat this ig the contre 
temps that marred the proceedings to-day a 
the opening ceremony of the Tidntsin-Puko 
Railway at Hsiku, which was | attended by: 
practically all Tientsin and a good many from 
Peking. Absit omen. 

By the by, the Board of Comniunicstions is 
not to be congratulated on the wayjin which the 
construction of this railway is being managed. 
All the high and highly paid 6fficials were 


|) appointed monthe ago, at the bes aning of this 
year, and for the 


| 
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three months at least have 

in drawing theirsalaries, | But they have 
done very little if any work simply because they - 
have been anable to'do'so, They have hed np 
staff. Their subordinates have not been 
appointed, and go to work h 
This, of course, tends to add 
undertakin 


een 
been impossible, 


the coat of the 
The Pukow Railway, I may mention tor the 
information of Southern readers, will tap. 
Shantung ant connect Tientsin with Nanking,’ 
forming au important link in the oliain of 
railwa s that will one day extend from Tientsin. 
and Peking to Shanghai and Canton. * 
EEE ED ~ 


TRAGEDY AT STANLEY... 


LUKONG FATALLY WOUNDS HIS ASSAILANT, 


A shooting fatality was reported to the police 
on July13. The occurrence took place at Stan: 
ley on July 12th when a lukong in plain clothes . 
was on special duty. He was walking outwards 
from the village when he met a man carrying 
a suspicious looking bundle and followed at.a 
little distance by other two men. fe challen- 
ged the man with the bundle and asked him 
what he had in it but the man refused to have 
it searched, and aa the other two came up they, . 
so it is alleged, attacked the lukong. They 
snatched his whistle from him after he had 
blown it, and declared they would throw him 
into the sea. Fearing that they would pot 
their threat into execution he drew his revolver 
and fired twice in the air. This alarmed the 
second and third men who made off, but the 
other remained and continued his struggle with 
the Inkong. Ho grasped the lukong by the 
queue, and as the latter was in an awkward 
plight he fired his revolver low, with the 
intention of disabling his assailant, Apparent. 
ly the shot took no effect and he fired again. 
Then the other relinquished his hold and sank 
to the ground saying that he had been shot. 
The lukong appealed to a passer-by to go for 
the ambulance, but he returned and declared ha 
could not find it. The lukong thereafter went 
to the station and reported the matter, The 
dying - an was removed to the station where it 
was found that he had been shot in the abdomen - 
and that the parcel which he refused to have. 
examined consisted of dynamite. -He told the 
sergeant that he had refused to have his bundle: 
searched and the Inkong had shot him. On the 
way to the launch he died, and the body was- 
brought to the mortuary at Victoria, 

Toe lukong’s story was that the first man- 
called to the other “ta” and they shouted ‘ta . 
ku.” Whether the lukong really acted in self. 
defence will be inquired inte, and the matter is 
at present engaging the attention of the 
Superintendent of Police. 

aes cere) 
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BRAZILIAN CRUISER IN PORT. 


On July 10th the Brazilian cruiser “ Banjamin 
Constant,” a training ship carrying a number: 
of cadets who are in training for service in the i 
Brazilian Navy, arrrived in port. The orniser, — 
whioh is on a voyage roand the world, left Bio - 
de Janeiro on January 22nd, and has since - 
visited Monte Video, Punta Arenas, Callao 
Hoaolulu, Yokohama, Nagasaki, Sasebo and 
Shanghai, On Saturday Senhor J. J. Leiria, 
Consul for Brazil, boarded: the cruiser, and 
shortly after noon he was accompanied by the 
Commander on a visit to. His Excellency the 
Governor. An official call was then le on 
Major-General Broadwood, the! General Officer 
Commanding. In the afternoon the captain. 
and other officers of the vessel were taken to- 
the Gymkhana by Consul Leiria, and after a 
few races had been run they left for Cowloon. . 
in order to be present when ‘His Excellency the . 
Governor performed the opening ceremony in - 
connection with the new pavilion for the Kow- 
loon Cricket Club. . The Captain and officers, ° 
of the “ Benjamin Constant” dined with Mr: : 
Loiris at the Hongkong Hotel on Saturdsy’’ 
night, and afler dinner paid a visit to. the. 
Flood Fund Bazaar at Shektontsui. i 


e 


It is reported at Bsigon that two thousand . 
men have left France for Indo-China by ohe'of * 
the steamers of the Compagnie des Transports 
Maritimes. ‘ See Shy Or 


a 
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DEATH OF MR. GUY BLOOD. 


It is no unmeaning formula to say that the 
death of Mr. Charles Guy Blood will be learned 
with deep regret. This popular young architest, 
who & promising career before him, passed 
away on ; July 14th at the Peak Hospital 
whither he had been brought from Canton 
in a state of collapse a faw days previously. 
Deceased came out to Hongkong about six 
a ago, and entered the service of Messrs. 

almer and Turner, architects, and the con. 
scientious and efficient manner in which he 
discharged his duties made him res pected by all 
with whom he came in contact, He was indeed 
an ornament to his profess‘on and it is particu- 
larly sad that a life so fall of promise should 
be cut short. His integrity and sterling worth 
were appreciated by everyone who knew him, 
and though socially he was quiet and un- 
obtrusive yet he made many friends. Outside 
of his professional duties he devoted a great 
deal of his time tothe work in connection with 
the Voluoteers. He joined the corps a8 & goun- 
ner but such was his keenness that he quickly 
rose from'the ranks, Less than two years ago 
he was the proud possessor of a Sergeant's 
stripes, and only twelve months ago he received 
& comm'ssion. As Lieut. Blood be acquitted 
himgolf no less admirably and he still remained 
the favourite with Right Half No. ~ that he 
‘always was, His loss will be especially felt by 
the Corps, the members of which turned out in 
good numbers on Tuesday afternoon to pay their 
last tribute of respect to «ne whom they all 
loved. He was 338 years of age, aud deep 
sympathy is felt for his bereaved p.renty, 

The Volunteer concert, arran ged for Saturday 
night, hag been postponed. 

The interment was accompanied by military 
honours, a number of deceasad’s brother 
officers following the hearse to the monu- 
ment at Happy Valley. There a halt 
wes made aud" the coffin placed on a 
gun -carriage, the Union Jaok covering 
it, and in turn being covered by numer- 
ous wreaths sent by sorrowing friends. 
Then the cortege formed into line, a firing 
party.of forty Volunteers headed by Lieutenant 
M. Northcote being in the van. Next came 
the band of the Middlesex Regiment with 
draped drums, the carriage bearing deceased 
following. Then the Volunteers up to full 
strength followed by the Volunteeg: Troop of 
about sixteen members under the command 
of Lieutenant Ross. after the Troop came 
namerous Naval and Military officers includ- 
ing Captain Mitchell-Taylor, A.D. C. to His 
Excellency the Governor and Lieut.-Colonel 
Reid, Principal - Medical Officer. A large 
number of deceased’s civilian friends brought 
up the rear’. To.the mournful strains of the 
Dead March, and with the arms of the military 
reversed, the cortege proceeded slowly to the 
Protestant cametery, Here the Rev. A. D, 
Stewart conducted the burial servioe, and when 
the remains of deceagei had been lowered to 
their last resting place his comrades in arms 
sang the hymn “Days and moments quickly 
s-Aying.” The firing party then fired their 
farewell salute and the bugle band concladed 
the service by sounding “The last post.” The 
Voluateer Officers present were Lieut.- Colonel 
Chapman, ad Gee Captains Thomson 
Armstrong and Skinner, Lieutenants North. 
cote, Kennett, Wolfe, Plummer and Rosas, 

pe Ae seve Minchabenteesietcibadashed 


OPIUM IN THE NORTH. 


es 


“The P. & T, Times” states that an agree- 
ment was concludéd on July 1 between Mr, C. 
B, Towns and the Anti-Opium Bureau of Chihli 
Provinee, whereby Mr. Towns will treat for the 
Board several hundred persons addicted to 
opium or other drug habits, Arrangements for 

e housing, ote., df the persons to be treated are 
being perfected, and the work will ba well under 
way almost immediately, This announcement 
signalizes the beginning, apparently, of a 
movement which will presently en gage the close 
attention of Ching and the outside world. Com- 
ing, as it does, ata time sufficiently in advance 
of the meeting of the international opium con- 
ference in Shanghai in January. the results of 
these extensive operations, the N.U. Daily News 
remarka, will undoubtedly be a factor in the 
deliberations of the Commission. 


| William Lathom, Alameda, on ¢ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


FATAL ACCIDENT AT RFONGKONG 


AND SHANGHAI BANK. 


An accident attended with fatal results 
occurred at the Hongkong and hanghai Bank 
between 10 and 11 o’olock yesterday forenoon. 
A coolie named Ho Chau wa engaged with 
others in shifting one of tha old Treagury 
doors at the basement of the bank. Whilé so 
sngaged the door, which weigbslabout two tons, 
fell on both his legs, crushing; the right iene 
'o a pulp and seriously damaging the other. 
The police were ‘mupsedintaly mpl, and the 
injared man was removed to the Government 
Civil Hospital, but he succumbed to big injuries 
at four o’olock in the afternood. 


DEATH OF CAPTAIN P 


San Francisco papers of May 
death, at the residence of his 


TIERSON. 


29th report-the 
laughter, Mrs, 
6 28th inat., of 
Capt. Martin Francis Ea ltereon familiarly and 
affectionately known as “Old Pat.” 

He was born at Belfast, Maine, U.S.A., on 
January 6th, 1830, so had reachdd the ri ‘age 
of 78 years. In 1867 he brought the ‘as. 
Warrier out from New York t Shanghai- for 
the firm of Russell and Qo. remaining in their 
service till 1875, when they werd bought ont by 
the China Merchants 8.8. Co.) This firm he 
served (ill 1905, a period of thirty years, almost 
exclusively in the Shanghai, Vientsin trade. 
where his name still remains a household word, 

One who knew him well writes:-—He was 
cerlainly the best known and most popular ship- 
master on the China Coast, and his death comes 
asa shock to his many friends lin spite of his 
ripe age, as ha has enjoyed fhe offum “cum 
dignitate of retired life for three years only. 
His career was eminently successful and he 
seemed to have entire immunity! from accident, 
owing (o his unquestioned ability, and a 
kindlier, more genial and loveable specimen 
of Nature’s nobility never existed. He had 
not an enemy in the world, 

“His nature kind and boft 
Faithful Lelow be did his duty, 
nd now he’s gone aloft ye 


FUNERAL OF MR. k. B. ALLEN. 


Ee aie 

The funeral of the late Mr. R. B. Allen of 
Messrs. Caldbec, Mogregor & Co, Shanghai, 
took place on the 3rd inst. at the abbling Well 
Cemetery. Among the many mourners preseot 
were members of H.B.M.’s Corsolate-General, 
Supreme and Police Courts, staffs of Customs, 
Muni ipal Council, and the Shanghai Volac- 
teers, A large number of floral pieces had 
been sent by the many friends of the deceased, 
and tke casket was completely hidden under the 
mass of flowers. the most noticeable of the 
cfferings being a monster floral harp. The 
R. G. Winning, M.A., read a touching burial 
service in the Uhapel which was packed with 
friends. At the conolusion of the service, the 
casket was carried to the grave side by the pall 
bearers who consisted of ~ir Pelham Warren, 
K.C.M G., Messre, J. MoKie, W. A. C. Platt, 
A. P. Wood; W. 8. Jackson,! R. I. Fearon, 
P. F. Lavers and C. W. Wrightson. ‘The last 
rites being performed, the casket was lowered 
to its resting place and the gave filled, after 
which the floral offerings were piled in a mass 
on top. Dauriog the day the flsgs of most of 
the olubs were half-masted ds a token of 
esteem —Shanghai Mercury, |! 


H 


t 

The French Trioolour was much in evidence in 
Hongkong on the 14th of July, t e great French 
holiday. Local citizens of {4 Belle France 
celebrated the occasion in fitting style, and 
Monsieur Gaston Liebert, Consul for France, 
held the usual reception at the Consulata in 
Prinoe’s Building. He first weloomed French 
residents in Hongkong and afterwards received 
many British and foreign residents. Captain 
Mitchell-Taylor, A.D,c., called and paid his 
respects on behalf of His Excellency the 
Governor, the A.D.C.’s. of the General and 
Admiral, members of the nsular Corps, 
numerous Government officials and many 
private residents also attended, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


—~ ++ 


THE BLIND AND LAME. 


[TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” } 


Srk—I think it is time that the Government 
should provide some place of abode for the blind 
and lame. These unfortunate cretures are 
getling too numerous begging in pablio streets, 
some of them are too old to be su ported by 
young girls and boys and their sight Sa veer 
pitifal iodeed. Generally on Friday these poor 
beings are seen scattend alonr the Caine 
up to Shelly Street, and very often causing 
obstruction to the passers-by. Certainly the 
Tang Wa Hospital can weil afford to provide 
for them food and lodging atid thee Govern- 
ment should allow an annual subsidy for their 
maintenance, I think sucha suggestion will 
meet with public approval. 

Yours truly, 
BENEFACTOR PAULERU M. 
Hongkong, 10th July, 1908. 


PERSIAN AND TURKESTAN OPIUM. 

Chinese Public Opinion (Peking) says with 
reference {o the importation of Persian and 
Turkestan opium into China that the Board of 
Revenue has been in consultation ard has 
decided that from January 1909 all opium im. 
ported from these places must first be landed at 
Kowloon and there obtain a permit. Any case 
coming into avy part of China without such 
permit will be confiecated. The present import 
amounts to about 1,125 piouls, and a reduction 
of 10 per cent on this amount must be made 
anoually and by 1916 the import will cease 
entirely, 7 

(‘This paragraph in our Peking contemporary 
is headed “Official Newe,” bat we think we 
must give the Board of Revenue oredit for 
more intelligence. Turkestan opium is never 
likely to enter China by way of Kowloon, and 
we have yet (o learn that Persia and Turkestan. 
have made an arrangement with China to 
annually reduce their opium export to China by 
10 per cent.—-Ep,-4.D.P.] 


THE SOUTH MANOHURIAN 
RAILWAY, 


A general meeting of the South Manchurian 
Railway Company, saya the Japan Times of. 
June 28, was held yesterday afternoon at the 
Tokyo ( hamber of Commerce, when the follow- 
ing accounts were snbmitted and adopted :— 


: Yen. 
Net probits. cs... .t.ssc--nsedsssaatadmnadsier saveniias 1,087,000 
Balance brought forward .....ccccscscsercee ces 926 907 
———— 
Total oo. ciseec ci ctecsecsrsnereseersseeers 2 OES BOG’ 

To legal reserve oo... icc cecccsaeeaee eee ves ; 

To dividend except the government (6 per 

CONE) 156.35 205 ze stii Svadestiaatwahitoansiateeie 60,006 
To special reserves eevee 200,000 
To bonus and social expenses .. 97,000 
Carried forward....... serves 1,608,496 


The~ hotel business by the 

Railway Company was for this purpose, It wag 

& great mistake to believe that the railway 

wanted to monopolize the interestaof Manchuria, 
aS ny 


Three Commissioners appointed by the 
Japanese Patent Bureau have concloded their 
investigations, for a revision of the Trade- 
marks Regulations, with regard to foreign 
regulations, The “prior application” prin- 
ciple adopted by Japan could not prevent all 
piracies and check foreign complaints, but it ; 
is now proposed, so says a Tokyo paper, to- 
blend together the principles of ** prior -ap- 
fhication ” and “ prior user.” The appearance 
of # “prior user” within three years will. 
nallify the trade-marks once re istered. - Tho. 
revised Trade-marks Regulations, | together. 
with the Patent: and Design laws,; will. be. 
submitted to the Diot next sesmion. -. =... 
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“A "BOMBSHELL IN MANILA 
‘BUSINESS CIRCLES.” 


Y i ANTS 


AN ARMY PURCHASE OF FOREIGN CLOTH 
VETOED. 


A Pagan cable to the Cablenews-Amertcan 
that—President Roosevelt has dis- 

cpperat the action of the military authorities 
in contracting for the purchase of 

foreign: khaki Retire for the manufacture of 
meray of the army, and hes vetoed the 


Poth os action of the President in disapproving 
the purchase of khaki in the Philippines for 
the manufacture of uniforms for the troo = 
come, our Manila contempo: Says, 28 & 
shell in local °business ea, There i ist 2 
by arg apt offered for the action. The Pre- 

ra vetoed the purchase of foreign 

made ma It may be that the iaboas 
unions or the manufacturers have become native 
and influenced the Ohief Executive. If this is 
so it is not believdd here that the President is 
fully informed of the facta in the case. ° ihe 

used in the, manufacture of clothin 
ths Palit opines | es is English cloth and is the 
khaki cloth made, In fact it is the only eal 
khaki cloth to be obtained anywhere in theworld. 
Throughout the army it is & notorious fact that 
tte cloth mannfactured in the United States 
and sold to the govérnment is of inferior quality 
and is of a very-bad colour. That its colour 
is bad to start with and every washing makes 
it worse. The cloth fades, not always in a 
uniform manner but frequently in spots. It is 
not the true khaki colour. 

The seoret of dyéing cloth the khaki colour— 
fo oe khaki is a colodr and not a special weave of 
. ag Kaeo a firm of English dyers 

ond they have ate A bee it away to anyone. 

Experimen hundred have been at- 

tempted; bat ine fafled. In the United 

States thousands o yollace have been spent by 

manufacturers and weavers in an attempt to 

secure the colour. Their efforts have been un- 
successful, the nearest they have obtained is the 
mud coloured fabrio that is seen here frequently 

oo widiers fre from the United States, 

No officer of the army or marine oorps will 

wear the United States khaki except when 

he can get nothing better. The cost of 
the manufacture of uniforma in the Philippines 
is almost a dollar gold less then the coat of 
manufactore in the United States, The 
clothing made here is or only of better quality 
cloth, but is better fitting and more comfortable 
in every way. The'same quality clothing in the 
United States would cost almost five times the 
price paid for it here. 
tly contracts were let for the archase 
of 580; yards of the English khaki to be 

used in the manufapture of uniforms here and a 

contract. was let for the manufacture of enough 

uniforms to supply:all the troops in the division. 

The business men: in- the islands have General 

Wood to, thank for obtaining this valuable 

Loner General; Wood worked for two -years 

the War d nt befors he could seoare 


- permission for the manufacture of. even the 
: uniforms of the soogta here. Ho finally obtdined 
it by springing on the department an array of 
and ey could not get around. 

[ it was to make the uniforms 
for the troops in the division here and 
the contracts were let as has been stated. 
Tt he hat further representations 


reconsideration of his decision. 

‘The contract had been given to Measrs, 
Holliday, Wise and Co. and is stated to have 
been worth at ) pesos, 


1a Welt ach 4c Guava mew Satine it is 
inpolersble-to-sit with windows and dooru closed, 
but tie open window and door may be entered by 
the thiel: as well jak by the stray sypher. At 
ie. f cores idence, “ Reugement,” the 


Windows’ on suf on th floor were open on 
Pineslaysatght on that night, orearly the 


the house by one of the 


sim Ager some person or perso 
orei~gathore together j and oth 

bored together jo other 

me The 


SUPREME COU 
ark 
Friday, July lout 


In Summatr Jertspi¢ 


at - 
or Feb the Choong ~ 
were: ia arrar wi with the 


Buayons Me. H. H. J. Gomwruers 
(Actixe Puisxm Jwnan). 


4 MATTER FOR ARBITRATION. ~ 
B, Morrell (of Mess: 
Barlow and Morrel]) mentioned! a case which 
was not un the list, but whiot 
Lordship to hear as his client 
nal action’ out of 


ore she 
Meese alien & Co. took 
cargo. Cleanse 1 of the chartie party reott 


whieh the case arose was 
Daniel and Roberts. The defenilanta rented a 
house from the plaintiff which jthey sablet to 
Mr, R, Harding, and he ag 
thom for an _saeees — 


ma pare: cwoald fi agree 


ing, and Sealand 
should give proper notice before eaoning te te 
case, Porzonally he thought it 
Mr. Morrell—My olient has jbeen ordered 
home on the 24th, - 
His Lordahip— Who is your olient ? 
Mr. Morrell--Mr. D 
His Lordship—I think they 


Mr. Morrell—I had a definite 
ment at ag time, but they went back on rat 


; Co. On ‘Febranry Sth the caine laine ‘nec ie) 
matter wane sent $2,000 Sandakan dollars to en 


tcata, | Wallem and Co. were tot 


aT aT el 


Mr. Dixon—The whole matte Ailes referred 
to Mr. Melbourne. " 
ue my Lord, until yo gon & report 


Mr, Morrell—I may say that} Mr. Dixon is j oy 
an interested party in the action. 

Mr. Dixon—T am not an inte 
the action at all; you've no right 

Hie Lordebiy "{ntimated that be mould hear 
argument next Friday mornitig after 
petting of the other cases, 


Monday, 13th Jul 


In SUMMARY JURISDIC 


Fe ihe he 


Burozs Mr. W. H. J. Gomegerz (ActTriNeé 
Puisna JUDG). 


MISSING FIEEWOOD. 

Violet Chan sued Wallem and Co. for the 
delivery of 23,980 pieces of 
delivered ex the s,s.“ Pro 
alternative for $618, value 
G. K. Hall ae pg aie 
Hett) ap ‘or the p 
Met Jobnson| Stokes and 
Master) tor the defendante, 

It was act out in the statement of claim that on 
the arrival of the s.s. 
with the pele ty = anges 
possession of her and her cargo, n Fe seo 
25th the defendants, by ‘aft ve ee 
in writing that on 
mentioned in the 
would deliver the firewood tor 
amount had been 
received the firew 

The statement of defence se! 
rca i partners in the Choong Hing Steam- 

Co., the ar hg . Lpadeg 8 
dd out olon 
parted out of § against them 
execution str thereuoder. 


of Tadite $305.45, th 
‘ nin tiff, That 


the President to secure s 


deliveted to the plaintiff es. | he terms of the 
billof lading signed by Go Buck Lin as age 

for the Choong Hing Steer 
olain ed that they had s perfect Te ato; exe 
ns | the lien on freig’ 


their charter nioney. 
Mr. Bration, in opelog sald 
arrangement 


Se cueeaea tee the partoan « 


Fa FEETEESEEPSEED (ELT ELSE FPPoEEE 


ine rere de aes oo 


ship 


land 


3 called 
{ ship was entering Lyeemun the pilot 
letter instructing the ora, epecl ries) 


ship. The ship's manifest and the Chagas 

Hing bills of lading’ were handed over 

the mupsreinge before the ship 

| anchor, and instructions were given that no 

aoe” was to be delivered at all, On February 

defendants" ocompradore was sént 
board and began weak cone on 

of lading countersigned 


i a 


the purposs of buyin firewood, and 
78) Pieces were ees Bey On F 

26th, in consequence of a letter reosived, 

went to Messrs. Wallem and Oo. and soe a 


bu 
ae 
eo 
5 
aE ial 


in the hold, and it was baing delivered into the: 
Kowloon Godowna. 


acted merfly as agents; that they were: not 
liable for agi and/or delivery of thé 
firewood ; thet jlaintift ng consignsé, was 
not entitled fo ta ‘oe action; and that the leteur 
of Febraary 25th,: mentioned by the solloiter 
of plaintiff in his opening statement, was nog 
anagreement. i 

While evidence ‘was -baing heard for the 
defence Mr. Brutton asked for a copy of & 
document which He had seett st Mossrs, Johnsdii, 
Stokes ann aster ofc, It = Bean dis: 
closed, C) en see” 

Mr, Jackson | (producing d dootiment)—This 
document gives you the 

Mr. Brutton ‘edmining)—They are not the 
figures I have seen 

His Lordship--I think you are entitled’ to’ 
see it. Where did the translations sane ft pent Li 

Mr. peokeer Ae a rule translatio are 
turned over dh ir terproter ; ton mae are’ 
sent 4 - Co Uraerpeetaes Tay I may 
no such documents as thods ia i 
is the interpretation certified té by 3 hy ths Goaet ~ 


Int ter, 
Hie Loedshi TL riship-Whioki décamebta’ ake yeu 
asking for ? ! 


Mr, Brutton—This document, Lig Prmey 
which tee ed at Messts, Johnson Stokes : 


Master's o 
His Lordship (to Mr. Juckscn)—You have 


this original, I sa P 
J mippon 


does not make up ‘the 


ee Jao | : 
t up these ae a 
Me, Bratton--Theeb 6 
delivered, aud the: 
socording to adotiles 


7 


gs ee es P 


_ lo-oonsent to judgment. 


Jaly- 90, 1908) 
His Lordship—Yes, there are all sorts of 


. Beatton—[ the Court to assume 
that the stuf was aboard, and even if 
it does. not, I rely on cases to show that they 
were liable. 


His Lordship—Give me the rea a. 
Mr. Bratton 968 by the tally Sed jgenir 
yet: the accounts show 24] 446, 

Mr. Jackson—You eannot get that do- 
cument, even if it was in existence, That 
47,000 lo ask about is in the list. 

Mr. rutton—I ssy not, I will read the lot 
(reads) 


His Lordship—ts it any uso m g on? 
Mr. Bentton—No, my Lord. I ta that this 
list be produced to-morrow. 


His Lordship—You are entitled to have 
anything produead that was disclosed. There 


is no difficulty about that: 
Mr’ Jackson—I will produce my interpreter 
bell 
lis Lordship—In it wrong ? 
r. Jackson—No, it is ‘ak & question. We 


y 
will show that it is correct, 
r. Brutton—Thiat is all I want. 
produce that document to-morrow, 
e hearing was adjourned, 


Wodnesday, July 15th, 


- In Senizy JURISDICTION, 


He must 


Brrorr Me. H. EH. J. Gomprerz (AcTING 
: Pursnz JUDGE), 


DISPUTH AROUT GRANITE, 

Action was brought by Sang Lee to recover 
from Li Ping the sum of $500 for damages for 
the conversion by defendant of quantity of 
broken granite, the pro ‘a of plaintiffs, which 
waa stored on Crown Tai at Hongkong and 
wrongfall 


removed by defendant without the 
consent of the plaintites on 7th and 8th Novem. 
ber, and usdd 


by defendant in making roads at 
Hunghom. 


Mr. F. B. L. Bowley {of Messrs, Dennys and 


. Bowley) represented ae reiki, and Mr, kK, 


J; Grist ‘of Mesars, ikingon and Grist) 
. B 


gL pad for the defendant. 

i ore wae the claim be for a certain 
quantity o£ broken granite such as was used for 
macadamising roads. Tne granite was taken 
by defendant without permission, and used for 
macadamising rcads for the Government. 

His Lordship—Was the ‘dofendani then con- 
tractor for the Kowloon roady? © 
Mr. Bowley= Yeu, my Lord. Proceeding, he 
said that in 1906 the plaintiffs held a contract 
for repairing the Kowloon roads. “At that time 
Mr. Tooker was the executive engineer in 
charge of roads, and in the latter part of 1906 
pp told Sang Lee that the Government intended 
ympcadamise the Kowleon City road between 
Hunghom. and the’ Cement Works and some 
distanogMiong that road, When Mr. Tooker 
told Sarg Lee that ‘this road was to be macada- 
mised they began to dollect material for the work, 
They oo ected a certain quantity of broken 
granite, and with the permission of Mr. Tooker 
stored'it on two eer of Crown land. For 
some reason or other the work was not carried 
oat until’!906. In 19078 contract for roads 
was let to the defendant, Li Ping, and during 
that year watil November, the piles of broken 
bite remained intact. Towards the end of 
ober 1907 Mr. Tooker issned an order for 
the repair of the road from Gun Club Hill along 
the sea front to Hunghom Market, That work 
was carried ont Li Ping and completed 
that 


$129.54, and for 
for judgment. 


this amount Mr. Bowley asked 
asked Mr. Gristif he was going 


His Lordship 


Mr. a ee denies absolutely every 
word' that has en from my friend except 
that ke was contractor, and that he cartied ont 


a 


CHINA OVERLAND FRADX REPORP. 
the work. I will show yoor Lort 
where he obtainedithe amount of btone required 
to do the work, but more than the amount. 

His Lordship—This is a sort o oounterblast ? 

Mr. Grist—Yes, my Lo Batirely, 
Absolutely. 

Mr, Bowley —Your Lordship will notice that 
this transaction took place on thé 7th and 8th 
November, 197, whereas tha othdr transaction 
took place in January and February of this year. 

Mr, Grist—It will be a matter of ar ment, 

Mr. Bowley—I expected my: friend to say 
this was a tramped-up case and so on, bat [ 
have the account book to show your Lordship. 

His Lordship—Are you calling So Tsun Kee 
{a foreman) ? 

Mr. Bowley—One of the foremen has departed 
this life, and the other has departéd the Colony. 

Mr, Grist said the defence was‘a total denial 
of apy liability. The defendant denied ever 
having taken any granite from any property 
belonging to the plaintiff. 

Mr, Bowley—Crown 
belonging to the plaintiff. 

Mr. Grist denied ever n*viog taken any 
granite from the property of Saug Lee. The 
Whole case was entirely tramped up in 
snswer to the case which the plaintiff brought 
against the defendant a week or 
and his Lordship would notice that 
same sum was claimed, vis: 
The defendant in this case was at the 
time of the alleged cause of action, Government 
contractor, and he oarried out thd work whiob 
was ordered. Mr. Grist would show to his 


Lordship where the defendant obtained the de 


~ 


whole of the granite that ‘was requisite for 
doing the work, and in fast, a little more. 
During the time that evidence was taken Mr. 
Grist would oall his Lordship’s particular atten- 
tion to the fact that nothing wag said of this 
claim whatsoever until after the ddfendant com- 
menced an action. 

Evidence was then called for thé defenoe, and 


ship not only } of 


{ the warrant itself. 


f 


80 ago, of 


$500. | of Februa 


| 


in the course of the examination of defendant : 
Mr, Grist wished to put in his books which had i 


not been translated. 
Mr, Bowley—My friend ought to come into 
court prepared to prove his case, 
Mr. Grist—I am not here to prove any cage. 
Tam here to prove that the matter is entirely 
trumped up. \ 
Mr, Bowley—My friend is absdlutely misre. 
presenting the case, There is nothing trumped 
up about it. There are full particulars on the 
writ giving date, and place and qhaatities, and 
if the defendants are going to put in partioulare 
they should have been in a week ago, I object 
to the books going in. ; . 
Mr. Grist—He swears certain figures appear 

in his books, and here are the books. 
Mr. Bowley—Well, those books ought to be 
translated. 
Further evidence was heard, and the case 
adjourned. - 


—ee 


Thureday, July 16th, 


In ORniGinaL JURIEDICTION. 
Buyors tHE CHIEF JusticH 
(Siz Francis Piacort). 
THE ACTION FOR ALLEGED WRONGFUL SEIZURE. 
The case of Leung Lai Nam and others 
v. Reuter, Brockelmann and Cq. progressed 
another stage yesterday when Hon. Mr. H. E. 
Pollock, K.C., argued on the pdint of onas of 
proof with regard to justification bf the aot of 
trespass, H 
Counsel remarked that one wbuld imagine 
the claim was one of trasp pure and 
simple, whereas it was doubtfol whether 
there was any claim as to téespass at all, 
Apart from that there was a claim infer alia 
for damages for false representat‘pn, and algo a 
claim for a declaration that whet defendants 
did was done maliciously. Counkel submitted 
that if bis Lordship were to hold that the claim 
was acisim for trespass, it woulfl bs a matter 
in regard to whieh the Court had no jaris- 
diction. 
Mr. Slide—That is a point alread 


y argued. 


His Lordship —I expected that point. 
Mr. Pollook—I am not goibg to worry 
your Lordship by ph the cass. 


oing throu 
{ simply say that if my friend is right in 
saying that this should be regarded as a casé 


Se 
a rer 


trespass by scisure af the plaintiff's premises, 
then there is no jurisdiction in the Court 

His Lordship—J anticipated. that point, and 
was looking thro © evidence, @ 
auswer ia eonclusive in so far as that queation 
is concerned. Bat the evidence is that the 
trespass, using the word in a technical sonse, 
affected the chattels as well, and the seisare 
iacluded an inventory of. chattels, . 

Mr. Pollock—As regards that, those would. 
ba merely consequential acts, What is oom- 
plained of is the seis of the property ty 
the Chinese Authorities under warrant,» 
submit to your Lordship that an action for 
trespaes- does not lie at all. There is mo 
allegation in the statement of claim impeaching 

Mr. Slade—It is said to be illegal, that ie all. 

Mr. Pollock— With all deference to wy friend, 
there is not one single word in the statement of 
claim to say that the warrant was illegal, - 

Mr, Slade—Togethor with the reat of the 


land is not property proceedings. 


Mr. Poltock—What is complained of ia 
paragraph 7 of the statement of olaim is that the 
efendants acted illegally in setting the Chinese 
Authorities in motion, Thore is no more evid- 
ence before the Court by way of procurement 
the warrant by defendants, through the 
Consul Genoral than the letter to the Consul 
21st, 1907. And plaintiffs would 
ba hopelessly ont of Court'if it were assumed 
that the officer of the Pon Yu magistrate went 
with a piece of waste paper and closed the shop, 
Mr, Slade in eps argued that if the 
fendants were relyiag on a foreign jadgment 
or process they must prove it in the correct way. 
by the production of the record or a oortifled 
copy of it. Until that was done they had put 
up no defence, and there was nothing further 
for the plaintiffs to do. 
The hearing was agaia adjourned. 
 annnEniSinnersieeiiaieesieessieeeeemn cad 


FIRE ON THE GERMAN MAIL. 


Fire broke out on the Imperial German mail 
steamer “Scharnhorst” when she was pearin 
Singapore on the present run. It is believed 
that the outbreak was due to spontaneous. 
combustion in the larder where the provisions 
were kept. At any rate the flames had got 
a good hold before the fire was noticed 
but with good lengths of hose and plenty of 
water it was soon extinguished. The mail ba, 
were saturated with water. In Singapore the 
postal officials experienced some difficulty in 
dealing with the correspondence, especially the 
papers, The mails for the other places were 
dried in the sun The damage by fire was not 
great, i 

THE HONGKONG acs cbs 

k'rom Singapore reports it appear a 

Hongkong mail had been seriously damaged, 
but such is, fortunately, not the case. From 
inquiries made at the Post Office yesterday. Mr. 
E. Cornewall Lewis, the Assistant Poatmaster- 
General, informed our representative that the 
damage done to the Hongkong mail was 
trifling. He waa present during the sorting, 
and there was not one complaint about an 
indecipherable address. It appeared that the 
mails for Singapore and the Penang mails for 
Hongkong, received the most damage; they being 
on top of all the other bags, and consequently 
ins position to be deluged with the streams of 
water which were poured over the vessel_to 
combat the fire. 

According to Mr. Martin, superintendent 
of the registration and parcels branch, 
who was present when inquiries were 
made, the only real damage was to the parcel 
post, and even the owners of articles in this 
could be found by the register. But a few of 
these, such as cheeses and silks, would be 
spoiled. Many letters and parcels were put out 
in yesterday's sun to dry when‘otr reporter call- 
ed, and when these wera collected later tha names 
of the addressees were visible in every instance. 


The remains of two Ameriosns, a teacher 
named Everett anda forestry inspector. named:. ° 
Wakeley, together with those of their nati¢e 
rg, meg ke geri nacre in the, puniaine ry 
of*Pomari, Ne , Philippine ands, . 16, jg 
underatood from ths brief Pa ograme acatied: in 
Manila, that their death was brought about be . 
one of the tribal chiefs who ¢xused their food... 
to be poisoned. . wget 


> 


e 
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JAPAN, 


[From ouniio ORRESPON DENT). 
: | 


THE CABINET. 

' Tokyo. July 4th. 
At the moment of dispatching this letter the 
news is circulated that the Cabinet has tendered 
its resignation to the Emperor, Inan “ Extra” 
issned yesterday the Jiji stated that for some 
time past Marquis Saionji, the Premier, has 
suffered severely from a complication of troubles 
and that, being unable to perform his datiea, he 
would resign. It was also stated that the 
whole Cabinet would take this o: urge in a body, 
their unity and effective continuance of the 
vernment policies requiring Marguis 
arith leadership, These reports are sup- 
po by the regignation, but there is no doubt 
‘about thf near approach of a orisis in the 
financial policy of the country. Other financial 
matters, such as the Tokyo tramway municipa- 
ligation question, although this might appear 
local to outsiders, can greatly influence the 
central government policies, But the public 
learned yesterday that the Home Office has 
informed the Tokyo city authorities that the 
application for municipalisation is finally 
rejected, and this matter appears therefore 
to be dispensed with. The Government 
has a safe majority in the Diet and 
by this criterion is supported by the country. 
But such a oriterion is perhaps an unsound one 
to go by in Japan, where politics is a machine 
little under the control of the elector, Serious 
difference of opinion is known to exist upon 
several matters of financial policy, including 
the administration of the nationalised railwayr, 
and this friction combined with the commercial 
depression prejudices the Government in the 
opinion of the country,—that is, the opinion of 
influential individuals and circles in the capital, 
Prinoe Ito is expected home in a few dayd and 
it is not thought likely that any further steps, 
such as actual resignation, will be taken before 
his return. Count Katsura, the War minister, 

is mentioned as the successor of Saionji, 
DRE, ROBERT KOCH, 
. There was no mistaking the genuineness of 
the welcome given to Dr. Kooh on his arrival 
here a few weeks ago. The Japanese is much 
Aa to formal receptions. His language is 
ormal and oan be varied to suit the degree of 
the sage gta to in avery precise manner. 
One can easily understand, therefore, how heart- 
lesa such receptions can be, especially in the 
case of dignitaries for whom one neither feels 
real respeot nor admiration. But the reception 
given to Dr. Koch was an entirely different 
affair. Moreover, it came chiefly from the 
medical fraternity, and there can be little doubt 
about their feeling of respect for the great 
scientist—such as a pupil might feel for his 
teacher. Their one desire was to do him honour. 
DINNER -AND RECEPTIONS. 

Although Dr. Koch has come here on a private 
visit to an old friend and former pupil, Dr. 
Kitazato, it was impossible for him to escape 
being lionised. He was introduced t> a dis- 
tinguished omen at the Peers Clab and 
afterwards appeared at a semi-public reception 
in the Conservatorium of the Academy of 
Music. Here a thousand people—two-thirds 
medices and including, sleo practically the whole 
German colony—welcomed the professor, who 
improved the occasion by an interesting address 
. on sleeping sickness, In the evening a 
brilliant theatrical display was given in the 
Kabuki Theatre. We who have been here 
‘years and are half Japanese hava come 
to look upon the performances of the 
Japenese stage with a newly-born  senti. 
ment—we love the dancing, the plaintive 
call of the music, the simplicity of the actor— 
bat what were the thoughts of the old man in 
the armchair? Seated in the midst of a crowd 
of modern men and women and catching 
occasionally a commonplace remark, what a 
contrast were theso persona to the weird 
figures, the gestures and exclamations upon the 
rin ae But perbaps Dr. Koch was oblivious 
to it all~speculating about the source of the 
bacillus of the sleeping sickness, of which 

his mind was full in the.afternoon ! : 

AMERICA'S EXAMPLE IN KOREA. ~ 
press is pleased with the 


wing its consular court from Korea and 
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thus placing its nationals ia the) pevinsula on ; 
exaotly the same footing as they ate in Japan— | 
Now that ' 


subject to the courts of the countey. 


the country is under Japanese fule it is no 
doubt good diplomacy to extend jthe peiseile 
practised in Japan thus showing|confidence in 


Japan’s administration abroad, ag it is acknow- 
ledged and approved by the Powers themselves. 
And from this point of view nothifg at all can be 


said against it—it is a concessidn that Japan 


has a right to expect since she nofy governs the 
country, Korea, however, is not Japan and t 
conditions there may easily give tise to casea af 
a sort never tried in Japan. Thb Bethell c 
is an example. Mr. Bothell was fairly tried 
and convicted and foreigners ifeel confident 
justice was done, bat hcwever fair-minded 4 
Japanese court might endeavour to be, a convic- 
tion from suoh a source would nat have carried 
conviction with it and would have been politi- 
cal capital in the hands of Japan’s enemies, If 
other Powers surrender their extraterritoriality 
Japan will assume the responsibility, asa matter 
of course, but not, probably, from choice, 
AN AMERICAN PROFESSOR ON KOREA. . 
With the prosesution and conyiction of Mr, 
Bethbell for publishing seditious} matter in his 
Seoul papers wider and keener attention is sure 
to be drawn to the position of Korea under the 
domination of Japan. And those for and 
agaiogt the Japanese rulers can beverally quote 
their “soriptures,”’ for the twd most recent 
books published on the Peninsula! Kingdom are 
of radically different character, te only point of 
likeness between them being in} the qualifica- 
tions of their authors—both mén, apparently 
little qaalified by experience add observation 
for the work, Mr. MoKeriszie’s book ‘The 
‘rath about Korea” is slready pretty well- 
known and figured prominently the Bethgll 
trial, while Professor Ladd’s .work has only 
just appeared. Professor Ladd game to Japan 
some two years ago on a visit) to last about 
nine months. He lectured extensively in this 
country on commercial schools, and this part of 
his work was thoroughly usefuljand beneficial 
because he spoke of what he knew, Then the 
professor went to Korea, as the guest of Prince 
Ito. o a short stay he went home and wrote 
a book. 


THE BOOK WRITING INDUSTRY. 

Now a man writing a book mused to be an 
extraordinary person and more often than not 
the work was at least the result of much 
thought and labour. But nowadasys, and since 
the war, the quality of stuff that is put into 
book-form is one of the moat damning evidences 
of the profitless character of what the writers 
consider their education. The men and women 
still survivin who know their Bible thoroughly 
and are deeply versed in thp writings of 
byegone authors cf the Jeremy Taylor and 
Bunyan type are better ucated men 
and women than thcse modern |specimens who 
rush about the world and ptoduce flabby, 
superficial books, illustrated by, photographs. 
Professor Ladd will not constr the foregoing 
as an attack upon his education. | The professor 
is a learned and a famous man but the field of 
his learning does not lie in Korea and his 
defence of the Japanese in thé peninsula is 


uncalled for and presumptuous} He was the 


guest of Prince Ito in Seoul and writes a book 
defending: Prince Ito’s administration. It 
would have been ingratitude for him to attack 
Prinoe |to’s rule, but the proper thing to do 
was to write nothing—for publication. Those 
who know Korea and know Japan can place 
an estimate on Professor Ladd’s: book, but the 
thousands who know neither thd one nor the 
other are but the bliad following, the blind. 
THE TOKYO TRAMWAYS. 

After twelve months of doubt and cfiicial 
“ investigation " it is now snnotnoed that the 
Government refuses to sanctioa the proposal 
for the municipalistion of the Tokyo Electric 


Railway Co's lines. The propogal first passed 
through the Manicipal Assomtly and was then 
forwarded to the Home Office. Both these 


authorities seemed to ba in favour, but the final 
arbitor, the Finance Department, opposed, on 
the ground that the financial sitgation does not 
jastify,the placing on the market of another 
large batch of bonds, aboat 100,000,000 yen. 
This can be readily understood, bat a decision 
could have been given months| ago and the 
tramway company would have known where ft 
stood. ing the period of| these useless 


ew mew ee 
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negotiations the market has been sffectéd badly 
and the company, in the belief that municipe- 
lisation would be effected, is alleged to ‘have 
neglected its great proberty. Extensions 
throughout the city arein progress and whether 
the lines are public or private’ property the 

are a firat-clags investment, if properly managed. 
Millions of capital, at present yielding no 
return, are suok in these extensions, t is 
thought now that maunicipalisation is refased 
the authorities will allow an increase of 


>| fares, The present rate is a uniform fare 


of 4 sen or one penny, which will oarry a 
passenger any distance up to eight miles. It 
is absurdly cheap. Some increase of fare will 
be necessary in the near fatare, for when the 
new extensions are in working order it will be 
found that oo produce little extra revenue, 

assengers simply making use of transfer tickets. 
fn fact the maltiplicity of lines in adjacent 
districts suggests that they aro Isid for the 

ublic benefit rather than for the profit of a 

usiness concern,‘and some revision of fares will 
become a pressing necessity, It is worth noting 
that the municipslisation proposal is not by any- 
means avecate! by all the influential share- 
holders. Recently a movement was begun by 8 
considerable number, who prefer that the pro- 
perty should remain as it is, to secare a new 
directorate, and this would be a wise step. The 
company’s dividend for the half year just oon- 
cluded is at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, 
it having steadily declined one per cent, a year 
from 10 per cent, The decline is dae to the 
low fare and to the large amount of capital 
used for extensions, which is at present yielding 
no return. 


THE SHANGHAI DOCK AND 
ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


ANNUAL MEBTING, 

The second annual general meeting of the 
above named compaay ve held at Shanghai 
on the 7th inst. r, John Prentice (chairman 
of the Board of Virectors) presided, eed there 
wore also preeent : Messrs, C. Michelau, A. M. 
Marshall, James Jobnston, David Landale, R. 
8. F. MoBain and H. A. J, Macray (direotors), 
W.A. C. Platt (egal adviser), Jas. H. Osborne 
(secretary), Dr. Gilbert Reid, Brodie A. Clarke, 
J. E. Biogham, W. 8. Barns, A. L. Anderson, 
W.8.J ws: loge H. J. Craig, Kung Sing-ming, 
P. Crighton, Ay, K. Craddock, O. 8. Ilbert, I. 
U. Frischling, N: B. Cornish, J. Valentine and 
©. Mordhorat, representing 20,067 shares. 

At the request of the chairman the secretary 
read the notice convening the meeting. 

The CHainMAN then addressed the share- 
holders as follows :— er 

Gentlemen,—The reportand accounts: having 
been in your hands for some days, with gous 
approval, we will take them as ad: Za reget 
that during the year the expeoted val in 
shipping and trade did not take place and that 
in fact the depression in trade was slightly 
worse than the previous year. Our gross 
earnings for the year wore Tia, 188,460 97 leas 
than the previous year, but our net earnings 
shew n inorease of Tis. 88,084.82—a very 
satisfactory result of the arrangement made. 
last year for the more economical working of 
tue Company,—and when trade improves, as we 
hope it may soon, we look forward to earning 
good dividends on the capital of the Company. 
Shanghai is bound to progress and prosper and 
with our docks (5) and works we are able to 
undertake any kind of work which a come to 
the port. Our net profits for the year, inclading 

(he amount brought forward from last year, 
amounted to Tls. 89,742.93 and after deducting 
the interim dividend of two and a half per cent 
paid in January, there remains for distribution 
the sum of Tis, 17 1,742:98, whish we recommend 
to be dealt with as follows :— . 

A final dividend of Tis. 2.50 per share eq 
Tis. 138,000.—Amount to be carried forward to 
new amount Tis, 33,742.98, The whole of our 
properties, &o. has been kept in good repair 
and efficiency out of revenue and we thought 
that at the present tims it would be better in 
the pape 7 “ aroha not to write 
anything off for depreeiation. 

: Dincetore Mt sesra A. M. Marshall and: O. 
Miohelan.setire and -cffer themselves for re- 
election. ~ 


The Ja 
ar a y evel is setting other Powers io 
: 
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themeelves for re-election. 

Before moving t 
socounts I shall be pleased to answer any ques- 
tions referring to them or the business of the 
Company to the best of my ability. 


Mr. Cuata said that since bis return from 
Europe a ay or two ago he had been looking 
rs of the Dock in whith he had 

no small interest and ha muat say that last 
night, on reading a certain evening journel, he 
n very much astonished to find certain 
statements or insinuations made against the 
integrity of the directors of the company, or 
é Before 
the chairman moved the adoption of the report 
he thought it was due not only to the share- 


into the affa 


against the integrity of the auditors. 


heldérs but also to themselves aa directors, 


thet they should have a very emphatic denial 
He could not say they 


of these insinuations. 
were assertions, but they were decidedly very 
disagreeable inainuations. If it would be allow- 
ed he would ask 8 question regarding the first 
insinuation, that T'ls. 300,000 of fixed deposit 
in the Hongkong ard Shanghai Bank had, 
since the accounts were published, been with- 
drawn, If that was the care it was certainly a 
very seriots matter for the o-mpany. He 
hoped that it was not the case, and that the 
directors would be able (0 anawer to his satis. 
faction and to the satisfaction of the other share- 
holders. The recond statem-nt was that the 
sum of Tls, 122,759.94, the mortgage on the 
Native City Water Works, had been paid over 
during the year, and had been placed to the 
credit of profit and Joss account. He thought 
they required a very decisive and very emphatic 
answer from the direotors, 

The CuareMay, in reply, said that the 7 Is, 
300,000 on fixed deposit in the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank was still there (Applause). 
The first instalment of Ts. 100,000 was 
deposited on the 26th August, 1907; the 
second instalment of Ts, 100,000 was de- 
posited on the 7th October, 1907; and the 
third instalment of a similar amount on the 
23rd November, 19('7; an” the three amonuts 
were still in the Bank. As regards the second 
question his answer was decidedly “No.” Their 
earnings were stated in the accounts first by 
the directors and certified by the auditors, and 
they amounted (o Ts. 309,742.98. It gave him 
much pleasure to answer theae qaestions because 
be had seen the paper which had beentmentioned 
and the statements contained thérein were most 
misleading; they were absofutély, false, ‘I'he 
paper claimed that they had made only 24 per 
cent, whereas they were making five or six per 
cent, and they all knew that the depression 
throughout had been very bad and that all 

eople in Shanghai were euffering from it; and 
Jpsswas' save that when trade revived they would 
beabléto:pay a good dividend to the company. 

‘Mr, d@pKsow asked whother they wore taking 
any stepto have these statements contradicted 
in the joarnal referred to, 

The CHAIRMAN said that they were not taking 
any steps. Hae had hoped that they would have 
ignored them allogether, If their shareholders 
Wished them to take actiom they would consult 
their legal adviser as to what steps they*might 
take, 


Mr, Ceara said hedid not know whether he 
was in order in speaking again on the same 
question, bat if he might make a few remarks 
he would say that he believed; after having 
heard the replies to his questions, he did not 
for a moment tnink that it was at all advisable 
or wise to go into the matter any farther. He 
thought that these lax statements, without 
authority or without knowledge, cught to be 
ne with the contempt they deserved (Hear, 

ear), 

After congaltation with the other directors 
the chairman intim.ted that the directors were 
in favour of treating the statements referred to 
with oontepnt and ignoring them entirely, He 
would ask the shareholders whether they were 
in favour of such a course or not. 

On a show of hands the shareholders present 
showed themselvés to be unanimously in favour 
of ignoring the statements. ! ; 

‘The CHareMaN proposed, and Mr. Marshall 
seconded, that the directors’ report and -state- 
ment.of accounts, made up to the S0th April 
last as printed and ciroulsted, be adg; and 
passed, and the directors be authoriséd to pay 


‘The accounts have been audited by Messrs. 
Bingham and Matthews, who retire but offer 


adoption of {he report and 
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8 dividend at the rate of Tis. 
shareholders on the register at date.—Carried 
unanimously, 

Messrs, A. M. Marshall and C. Michelan were 
re-eleoted directors on the punposition of Mr. 
Craig, seconded by Mr. Cornish. 

Mr. B. A. CLARKE proposed and Mr. A. K. 
Craddock seconded. the re-election of Mekers. 


J. E. Bingham and F. N. Matthews as auditors. 


This was carried, 


The Care MAN gaid that before sitting wo 


he would like to mention the absence fro 


On the motion of Mr. H. H. Read a hearty 
vote of thanks was passed to the directors for 
their services during the yea , and the chair- 


man replied on behalf of the board 


KIDNAPPED, 


A HONGKCNG BOY'S ADVENTURE, 
The following story of a Queen's Col ege 
lad’s experience is related in the July number 
of the College Magasine:— ! 
Lai Sui-k’ai is now in Class II B. Atithe 
last Annual Examination, he got a goad place 
in III C, and thus earned, and was given 
promotion just before leaving this Colony for 
his holidays. He little thought, when he (Had 
his lagt glimpse of the College‘buildings, ag hig 


ee 


steamer slowly churned her- way down |{he 


crowded harbour, that he would have to go 
through the extraordinary adventure hore 
recorded, before he could actually take his place 
in his new Class. The facts that we are abdut 
to narrate were tiken down from Lai’s own 
statements, | 
Lui-pin-fong is a village of dome six or seven 


“hundred people in the district of Ho-tong, and 


whole locality is agricultural, ahd, as is nsual in 
the country, particularly so; in the winter 
months, people retire early. It was in Lui-pin- 
fong that Lai was spending ihis New Year 
holidays. His parents’ house ig rather isolated. 
On the 8th of tha firat Chinese month [t.e. 
February 9th] Lai’s father was d:tiined’ in 
Hongkong in _ connection i with business, 
and the peop!e actually iin the hduse 
were Lais mother, an old ! lady of fifty- 
four, s young sister, a sister-in-law with 
two children aged six and tHree respe ctivel 

three wcemen servants, and [ai himgel®. 
6bout midnight, after moonset, the entire 
household was suddenly wakdned by uousual 
noises. A band of from sixteen to twenty men 
armed with repeating rifles,| revolvers, and 
swordsand carrying smoking) torches, broke 
into the dwelling. They demanted all the read 7 
money available, Then, they set to work and 
plundered the house, damaging and ransacking 
wherever they thought there was likellyhood of 
anything being stowed away. Kn this manner, 
they collected money, ol thek, and personal 
ornaments, to the value of over $1000, The 
women and ohildren were tertor-stricken and 
in tears, for it is well-known that men of this 
stamp are utterly call us and devoid ofall 
feeling ; they think nothing of taking human 
life on the very slighteat provocation. Their 
visit lasted abont an hour When 

had gathered everything that was at at 
worth carrying off, having| uttered the 
most horrible threats of ingtant death to 
any one who should attempt to raise 
an alarm, they departed, taking, Lai with them, 
but telling his sobbing relatites they would 
releaze bim ou the outskirtal of the village, 
This however was not what th did; for, when 
they reached the cp:n country outside the sil- 
lage, they informed Lai that j 


about four /i from Koog-mi, lin San-ui. i 


They had extinguished théir torches ind 
cast them aside, as soon 
house, and with Lai in t e 


a small river to do this, 
their rendesvous in Kong-mi, 
about Lai’s ankles, and bound 


50 per share to 


g we 
hey pat a chi 
his wrists with ! 


“ween 


“a 


ropes, It must have been between two and 
three a.m. when they reached their deatination, 
For the reat of the night, as can 
imagined, Lai got no sleep. During the 
morning he was given a meal, after which he 
was called upon to write a dictated letter to his 
father in Hongkong, telling him of his plight, 
and stating in the most matter-of-fact manner 
that, unless he were ransomed within & certain 
reasonable time, he would be put todesth, A 
sum of $15,000 was first demanded; but when this 
and other smaller sums failed to elicit a satisfao- 
tory respo.se, the amount asked for was reduced 
to -§700, In all, some tan such threatening 
letters were despatched. The father, after 
prolonged negotiation, agreed to Poy. $700 on 
the 26h of the second moon. at, on the 
morning of that day, a eompany of some forty 
Chinese soldiers came up and ‘Lai from 
the clutches of the desperadoes. Ap roaching 
the house soon after daybreak, they fired their 
rifles, and the single robber then on guard fled 
from the back, and got away uninjured. Lai 
Guessing at once how matters stood, but 
not daring to budge lest he should be 
mistaken for one of the band, called oat 
as lustily as his weakened condition would 
permit: Kau meng! Kau meng! [Save Life! 
Save Life !] 

He had been held captive forty-eight day 
during whioh time he had been given two wind 
meals aday. He had also been allowed to wash 
his face and hands once each day: bat he had 
had no regular bath, and his clothes had been 
absolutely unchanged during the whole period, 
His state is more easily imagined than described. 
When he was discovered, he was unable to 
walk, so effective had his confinement been, A. 
soldier however, took him on his shoulders to 
their boat, and thenoe, by steam-launch, to Chan 
Ts’un to bee the local Hip-t'oi (Depaty Lieuten- 
ant Governor), After a stay there of two days, 
chiefly for purposes of examination and enquiry, 
he was escorted home by a small passe of soldiers. 
Before leaving Sha-t'au the part of Kong-mt 
in which the robber’s house was situated, the 
building where Lai had-been last confined was 
razed by the soldiers, The rigid confiaement 
had so enfeebled Lai, that a month’s nursin 
and rest were needed to restore his strength, 
and to give him the full and free use of 
his lower limbs. He retarned to School on 
the Ist of May; but even now [mid-May ], 
says he feels the offects of his severe 
treafment. At times, the men struck him 
with sticks, saying that he 
them uatruthfal and misleading information 
cono-rning the wealth of his father, ‘They 
knew that the latter was in business in 
the Nam Pak hong in Hongkong, They wanted 
to know how many shops he had engaged in 
business, and what house property he owned, 
Lai, however, gave them the minimum iaform- 
ation. They kept the terror of death constantly 
before him, telling him that even in the remote 
contingency of Provincial soldiers being sent to 
effect hi# recaptare, he would not escape, for, 
on the appearance of the soldiery, they would, 
they said, put a ballet through his head, The 
number of men present in the different houses 
of detention varied; sometimes there were four, 
at otheis only one or two, - When the soldiers 
actually appeared, only the robber leader wag 
there, 

Duriog his confinement, Lai lived in no 
fewer than four separate houses. Tho first 
was a delapidated building, where he 
was surrounded by the entire band, his stay 
thers was only for three days. He was then 
moved to an ordinary dwelling house in the 
same village, owned by a middle aged cripple, 
who, although not an actual robber, was evidently 
& confederate, for he was charged with Lai’s 
safe custody. Li was in this man’s keeping 
for nine days, .uring the whole of whioh time 


he was kept in his bad, not basing allowed to . 


walk a single step. The man’s erippled 
condition was possibly the cause of this close 
confinement. Lai was afterwards taken to 
another small house not far off, owned by the 
robber c'isf, and here he was kept for close 
upen five weeks, His movements were not 
quite so restricted: he was allowed to walk 
round the room: with his feet free and his-hands 
anb find, for about half an hour after each meal, 
during which .period he was mea 
watched: after-this brief time of om, bis 


hands and feet were, again shackled. Ho: was - 


oy) ast i 


€ e 
_ 


‘ath 


was giving . 


- sleep on the floor. 


_ been seen, and his presence there was known 
‘only to the robbers A petty thief had been 


_ (says the “ Parsi’) in our at present depressed 
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finally moved to a b 

stop, still in the same villag>, where the furni- 
faré- was so little, that Lai was called upon to 
It was from this house that 
His re-captare was effected. The long confine- 
tent, and the rigorous exclusion from all out- 
side communication had’ by this time reduced 
Lal tos truly pitiable state, and he began to 
despair of ever seeing his family sgainu. It 
seems that this partiotlar robber band is 
notorious, and that they have put to death 
inore than one of those they bave held for 
ransom, This gruesome information was 
detafled to Lai in as vivid a manner as 
possible. . When discovered, Lai was quite 
unable to walk: hi¢ legs wera swollen, and he 
wes in a state of. prostration, physical and 
mental, closely approaching collapse. Meantime 
bis family had moved en masse from the village 
to Canton, where they were overjoyed to see him 
again, Like him, they too had lost all hope, 

@ was released on the 26th of the seoond 
month : but a perfod of close upon five weeks 
rest and treatment were required before 
he was sufficiently well to return to hig 
studies. . 

Lai’s father paid tha soldiers about $350 for 
their work of rescue. He was, it appears, quite 
well known in Kong-mi where he was detained 
80 long: but, as his movements from one honse 
to another had always taken place very late at 
night—and in native villages no one but robbers 
and wild beasta ara encountered out of doors 


between sunsst anil sunrise he had never 


caught soldiers, and this man had guessed 
where Lai was confined owing to the movements 
of the robber chief. Hea communicated his 
suspicions to the authorities and was promised 
his own liberty if what be had said should turn 
out true. Jt was this chance information which 
really led up to Lai’s ultimate resoue. 


TRADE AND ‘COMMERCE, 


COMMERCIAL MORALITY. 
One of the most encouraging developments 


cotton industry is the trade which has sprung 
up with Great Britain, Indian low count-yarn 
being successfully placed on the English mar- 
kets, Not only ie the manufacture from our 
own ataple and export of the finished product to 
England a thing which obviously ought to be 
gible, bat the endeavour to maintain and 
increase tha footing which our manufactures 
have thus obtained should have a good effect on 
‘the commercial morality of all ranks of spin. 
ners-from the mill-agent to the coolie. When 
the benighted Chinaman was our only customer 
it did not seem to matter much what we gave 
him. The yarn might be of avy length, and 
only approximate thickness, and when it was 
stggested that legislation should be passed wit! 
the object of ensuring 8 paxeable standard of 
honesty, some even: of the most progressive of 
our millowners protested, ssyiug that owing to 
the unskilled and irregular workers on whom 
the Indian co'ton industry depends, greater 
a (excapt at a ruinous expense) was 
impossible, However the Chiness demand has 
n off; and the new English customers protest 
that they mest have yarn which it professes to 
be, or they will mot buy it all, however cheap. 
Thedesired reform is pretty certain to take placa, 
for im faee of the alternative, old impossibilities 
and conscientioas work will be found 
comparatively easy in every department. 
' SAPAN'S TRADEA WITH INDIA. 

The “Indian Trade ‘Journal’ publishes some 
interestifig facts in connection with t-o trade 
between Indis and Japan some of which (says 
the “Times of India”) merchants and millowners 
in this country, will do well 40 note. Of the 
total-amount of raw sotton imported into the 


. Kobe distriot-during |907 India supplied mote 


than -half, a satisfactory condition so far as Tt, 
goes, but curiously ehough a large amount of 
the. raw material returns to the country in the 
sbepe- of towels, shirts and under drawers. 
In other: words, Japan after paying all man- 


_| are put to no extra expense at all.| The write 


ner of vicarious chirges, sach| as freigh 
age for the double journey, insurances and sc 
on, is able to work up the imported cotton, send 
it back, and undersell the mills inj India whic 


of the article attributes this remarkable ra 
in a measure to Japanese shippihg subsidies, 
looger working hours, and lowed wages, bat 
these reasons ars not convincing.| India lik 
Japan is a country where labodr is ches 
and the working hours long. Tha diffarznoe i 
any, in these conditions would not! we imagine, 
exercise a dominating inflience.| As to the 
shipping subsidies, that merely reduces t> somé 
extent Japanese disability, but does not removed 
it. It looks as if mill-owners i India need 
waking up. Al 
TAIREN AND NEWOHWANG, ; 
The value of imports at Tire (Dalay) for 
last year was ¥ 98,920,000 andj of exports 
Y14.570,000, which compares with|the values of 
¥17,530,000 for imports and Y2},130,00U for 
exports at Newchwang for the same year. 
It will thus be seen that the imparts of Tairen 
show an excess of over Y10,(09,000 on the 
figures of Newohwang, while exparts are some 
Y10,000.000 leas, but in the aggrpgate Tairon 
is Y830,000 ahead of Newohwang.—Jap.o 
Ghrontele 
HEAVY IMPORTS BY THE JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT. 
A vernacular ocontemporary,| the Jupan 
Ohronicle observes, points out thatfwhile privat 
eaterprises are now giving orderg abroad onl 
for pressing needs, the Government is importin 
heavily machinery, shipbuilding mbterials, rai 
and arms, which are arriving io large quantitie 
Every N.Y.K. steamer is filled with such cargo 
on its homeward bound voyage. {The regular 
steamers of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha have 
proved inadequate, and the gocds are being 
brought ont by steamers chartered in Eogland. 
The activity in the importation $f the goods 
ordered by the Government may bd jadged from 


‘the fact that every steamer on the European 


line oalls at Kure, Maizara, Yokosuka, and other 
naval stations. This pressure of| business in 
Government imports may last two or three 
months yet. Each steamer carriesja cargo con- 
sisting of 3,000 to 4,000 tons of Bteel or iron 
and three to five 6-inot guns. THe machinery 
and plant for the Hokkaido Steel Foundry and 
the materials for the South Manchurian Rail. 
way are algo arriv.ng in large quhntities. Of 
the goods ordered by private companies, spin- 
ave machinery and plant are said to form the 
x 
THE CAMPHOR INDUSTBY. 

Anxiety is felt in Japan in regard to the 
future of the camphor indastry of {the Empire, 
It is pointed ont that the anntal valine of 
camphor produced in Japan has hitherto been 
Y1,000,000 and that of Formosa] ¥4,900,000 
while the total demand for camphor throughout 
the world hag amounted in value t¢ Y5,000,000 
or Y6,00),000. Thus the world’s|demand has 
been almost exclusively supplied by| Japan. At 
this point, however, in increase in|the deman 
forced up the price with the result that th 
production of camphor has largely increase 
in South China and elsewhere,| Moreove 
the process of making artificial joamphor ig 
gcadually being parfected, and the| quality hag 
improved so much that it can hardly be aia 
tinguished from natural camphor. Conse 
quently ig production has increased to a great 
extent, the output last year reaching a value o 
about Y¥5.000,000. Thus the production o 
camphor in the world hes increased! to a valu 
of ¥13,000,00 ata bound. Owing to th 
great industrial activity last year throughout 
the world, a profit of about Y300,000 was madg 
on camphor produced in Ja 
Formosa), But the trade has how become 
greatly depressed, showing a tendency to over- 
production, and it ia feared the depression will 
continue so long as no change takes place i 
the markets of the world, while if the pro. 
duction of artificial camphor i 
camphor trade of Japan will 
affected. 


The German Minister in Peking has in: 
formed the Waiwnpa and the varidus Foreign 
Ministers in the Capital:that he hasibeen vested 
with the power of exercising 
the ‘Turks in China. 


[From ous Conse PORDENT:] 


PEEPARING -FOR 
GOVERNMB) 

A cablegram was received by the local 
authorities a few days ago atatmg that 
Manchu Reader of the | Imporidl Academy 
named Man Pan, had: most strentocaly 
urged that the proposed parliament for Ohiita 
should be established within thé next three 
yeare, Misarguments must have carried weight 
with the Central Government as on Thittadi 
tha newly-established Government Inétitution, 
called the “Self Government Luvestigation 
Bureau,” issued a‘ proclamation of whieh the 


following is a translation :—=: 
and gentry 
of the Self- 


“Tbe number of scholars 
recommended by the officials 

Government Investigation Burean to be 
members of that institution from different 
Prefectures, Distriots, &0., (in Kwang Tung) haw 
already reached its! limit. It is now absolutely 
necessary to fix an early date for the inaugurs- 
tion of es Bureag. Iu odor to give sufficient 
time for the learned scho gentry, &., to 
proceed to Canton we have appointed the 20th 
day of the 7th mdon for the age, byes of 
the institution, and the first deliberation 
will take place on that day. There will posl- 
tively be ng postponement. We sineorely trast 
that you will, one and all, obey this proclamation. 
You are required to report your arrival dnd 


register your names and qddreeses without fail 
ten days before the ope of the Bureau, 


ONSTITUTIONAL 


At the appointed time you are requested to 
attend the inauguration mony attired in 
your official robes and hat.! Do not compromise 
the affair by neglect or procrastination,” 

AN APPEAL TJ 8 THRONR, 

Bome time ago the Committee of the Self- 
Government Association petitioned Viceroy 
Chang to memorialize His Majesty to graciously 
remit the field taxes and also to order that 
special funds be granted for the relief of 
ihe districts affected by the flood. The 
Viceroy replied thit be had already sent a 
memorial to the Grand Council describing the 
pitiful state of affairs, but that.it was not 
proper for him to make suggestions to the 
‘throne with regard to granting money. As 
regards the remission of taxes he believed 
the Throtfé would grant a remission; in 
any case an enqtiry would have to be mado in 
the affeotad distitota to ascertain tho real 
amount of damaga done. His sympathies are 
with the people, . 

€OVYBRNOR CHANG ON THR WAR FATEH, 

The first batch of students in the survey 
department of the Two Kwong Military College. 
o mpleted their course of studies about wer 
monthsago. Govérnor Chang of the. nigal’ 
Province recently applied to the Colleggj for" 
students to survey’ the Kwangsi Provitice for 
military purposea. He said that as soon as the 
plans are ready, printed copies. will be dis. 
tributed to all the military officers of: that 
province so that they may acquire full know- 
ledge of the territory and ‘thus will be able to: 
manoeuvre with more precision in the event of 
a rebellionsor war, The Governor intends to 
call the attention of the Government to all the 
important places where forts snd garrisons are 
necessary, and wi) Ay iid places on whiok 
“ foreigners have their envious eyes. 

A ecard batch of students has been invited 
to join that institution and the President of the 
College was authorized by the Viceroy to issae 
a proclamation of which the following if « 
literal trangtation :— 

“This proclamation is issued to inform. the 
atndents, gentry, marchants, eto,, whose children 
have au inclination to present thémselves for 
examination to ars yee aye en Kel 
the Two Kwan ilitary College. 1 ‘the 
5th day of the 7th moon to the Oth day of the 
Mth moon the College will be open for the 
registration of osndidates; and those whooall 
after that date will not be received. Candidates 
are requested to call persbnally at the College; 
and most bring their photographs with them; 
they are required-to furnish a-writte netete- 
nie of their place of origin, relationship &o:, 
or the last sree! generations, snd-‘name the 
lgontry or firm who recominended them. 
| 
{ 


Fuly: 90,1008, 


-_ The regulations and conditions for admission 
into tlie college are enumerated below :— 
(1) Age—Botween 18 end 20 years. 
(2) ‘Condaot and Character Honest, sincere 
. and unblertished. 

(3) Must be of good family. 

(4): Imoliaation aud Wil!—Sincere heart to 
atady and addicted to no other desires. 


i 


SIA mcr me 


(7) Mean average height—~1.60 metro, 
(8) Chest—Above four-tenths of the height 


(5) Education and Talont—Must have 

already studied the Chinese Clagsic:, Sze Shu 
_ and Ng King, and be capable of composing 
3 an: of at least 50) characters on any 
: given eebieal 
a (8) Dialeot—Capable of speaking the 
= . | mandarin dialect. 
= 


oO y. 

(8) Weight—Above 32 kilos. 

(lO) Lungs—Above 16.0 Lufong Saagti ? 

(11) Optical power. Above 20) power. 

(12) ~-Physical requirementsa—Five senses 
sound, four limbs active, voice powerful, teeth 
white, ear sharp and eyes clear,” 

DECREE IGNORED. 

Daring Viceroy Chow. Fa's régime a decree 
was isaued prohibiting the existence of “ fan 
tan "houses within 10 (¢ of any barracks. It 
appears-that that decree hag been ignored since 
his: departure. There are now half a dozen 
gambling houses in the northern suburbs 
bordering on the parade ground and the soldiers 
were frequently seen visiting them. The 
Director of the new army has brought the 
matter fo the notice of Viceroy Chang. 
Instractions have ascordingly been issued to 
the Police and the Bureau of Local Affairs to 
order the establishments to be immediately 
closed, He has also issued instructions that 
soldiers should not be admitted into those 
establishments under penalty of cancellation of 
their license. 

THE WATERWORKS, 

The Canton Water Works Co. have informed 
the Viceroy that the reservoir and water tower 
have been completed and the main pipes havr 
been Inid throughout all the principal streets 
both iu the walled cities and suburbs. They 
are now working day and night in connecting 
the distribution pipes to the main pipes, and 
in a short period the entire task will be 
accomplished. 

PROPOSED ICE FACTORY, 

The Waterworks Co. now request permission 
to establish « large ice factory and they ask alao 
for the sole privilege of supplying water to all 
merchantmen and men.of-war in the Harbour. 
The Company point out that ica is now largely 
00! by both the foreign and Chinese 
communities here and in Macao and they obtain 
all the ice from the only factory that is 
established in Hongkong. Further they men- 
tion that the water of the Water Works which 

. is obtained from T'sang Po is of the purest and 
best quality ; it was analzyed and selected by a 
British chemist who cerlifiad it to be of 
~excellent quality. At present there is a 
nping station at Tsang Po where there 
1s 6 large boiler and a complete staff 
of engiueers, firemen, &o., and the Company 
stete-that they already have adequate hands to 
work an ice factory; the only thing needed is 
i the ice plant (!) ey would be able to turn 
out ice cheaply, and could snosssfully compete 
with any other concern. Finally, the petition 
saya,"Tf the business were to grow then we would 
t regain all the profits in this connexion which 
have hitherto been flowing out of our country.” 

PIRACIES, 

Recently there has been a recrudescence of 

piracies in the Canton Delta. Only a few days 
ago 6 Chinese launch was pirated near the 
Mead. Fort (Back Reach) and many janke 
trading between Canton and the iatertor report 
having been hawled up by pirates. I am informed 
that on the 14th ‘inst, another lauach was 
attacked by pirates near Fat Shan. This 
"reemmdesoence of piracy may be due to the 
distteas occasioned by the flood, bad charactars 
taking advantage of the situation to plander. 

- BECOMMENDED FOR HONOURS. 

In consequence éf the numerous suceessful 
selztres of frearnis by the officers of the 
Imperial: Maritime’ Customs, U.E. Viceroy 


rani hf sheslon g& the energetic and good work 

done fy 9 Customa, is now inquiring into the 
meritorious tervices rendered in this counexion 

: by the different Customs Stations within his 
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jurisdiction: and will recommend| the ‘Throne 
grant honours to the Commissioners lof 
Customs, 


CHOLERA, 
Cholera is not only gaining grdand here but 
it bas spread to several diatricte uf coun try: and 
is playing havocin those places. jam infor d 
that over 1(0 deaths occur daily in the C y 
and its environs, The newspapers publis 
prescription which they allege Has saved 
lives of over 2,000 people sinoa the outbreak |o 
the epidemic, ‘ 
A NOTE FOR HONGKONG SYUDENTS, | 
A proclamation (in Chinese) hab bsen issued 
by Mr. Paal H. Kiog, Commissioner iof 
Castoms here, inviling Chinesé students ‘to 
Join the I. M, Customs training {institation at 
Peking. Candidates are requested to oull cag 
the Customs Office to register thémasives on or 
before the 27th day of the 6th moon. Youths 
batween 16 and 22 years are bligible. The 
preliminary examinations for allmission int) 
the College will commence jon the ard 
day of the 7th moon. ‘The subjects gre 
English composition, translatidn, (English 
into Chinese and vice versa} Geography 
Mathematics, natural philogoply {all the abdve 
in English) Chinese composition’ and classios, 
and commercial correspondente, Natural 
philosophy is at the option of the candidates, 
These examinations will also thke place ia 
Peking, Shanghai and Hankow jon’ tho same 
day and the essays and papers of the can. 
didates of Canton and the three latter places wil 
all be forwarded to Peking for oladsification. - 
The successful candidates will have four years’ 
training in the College, The cntriculam com- 
prises: Finance, Foreign Languajras and Corh-. 
position, International Laws, ‘reaties, and 
Mathematics, Geography &o., and on oom pletion 
of these studies the stadents | will 


receive 
appointinents in the Imperial Maritims Cuys- 
toms. This baiag the first Decasion, the 


Government will sot charge any tuition feps, 
aod will also maintain aod olothd the students 
and provide them with stationd 'y and books 
gratis. This is an excellent opening for Chingse 
students in the Hongkong Colleges. 

FIRES, 

A fire of rather serious natarel broke out in 
the Vioeroy's Yamenafew days agp. It started 
at tl a.m. and hundreds of pumps responded |to 
the gong calls. AJmost all the cigil and military 
officials turned out and rendere ags‘stande| 
Admiral Li Tsun was the first official who 
arrived atthe Vicsroy’s Yamen after the alatai 
was given. The fire originated jin the olerks! 
department and was put out at Ap.m,- Many 
valusble books and mannueoriptd were burpt 
It is said thata clerk who had gonp ont hid lof 
an opium lamp burning in hik room whic 
accidentally set fire to the papérs that w re 
lying on the opium couch.  ‘Thib department 
was entirely demolished. 

A destructive fire broke ont aq 5 o'clock | 
Saturday morning in Ching Yueh - treat clos 
by the Imperial Chinese Posf Office I 
originated in a drug shop and destroyed : 
houses, The kerosine shops are lolose by and 
greab excitemaat prevailed for a Gime as it was 
feared they wonld catch fire, [An amusing 
incideat cocurred during the fire, Half a 
dozen firemen went intoa tailor’s Bhop to drink 
sometea. ‘he occupants believidg them to:be 
robbers had them arrested. As] soon as the 
arrest was koowa the other firsnjen had them 
released from the police station. After the 
was put out the firemen piled aplover 3) hand 
pumps in front of the offendmg shop ag a 
warning to others. The shopmen bre parleyibg 
with the angry firemen for a compromise as no 
customers can get within tweaty}yards of the 
shop. The demage done by the fire is estimated 
at about $150,000. 


+ St. Joseph’s 
pupils assembled 
onb of the tea¢hi 


There was a pleasant ceremony ¢ 
College last week-end when the 
to bid adieu to Brother Stephen, 
ing staff who left for home on hdliday hy fhe 
English mail. His Lordship Bighop Pozzgni 
presided, and after the departing ppdagogne had 
been presented with an illaminated address, ¢ 
handsome silver pens and 2 gilver inkstand- 
Mr, A. R. Ellis addressed the meeting jon 
his sterling qualities, The teachbr was ¢ en 
escorted to the s.s, Malta by his pupils, and lag 
the steamer cast off three ringing] eheers were 


raised by the boys to Brother tephen, i 
j . 
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IMPORTS. — 


COMMERCIAL. 
-v—4__ 
SILKE. 


Wie onucs, 80th June.-The demand for raw 
silk has consideratly improved and pric& have 
advanced rapidly, although the poor quality of 
the remaining old stock has prevented a large 
business from beiag done. Some parcels of new 
silk have arrived and have been quickly disposed 
of at the same time as various contracts for for- 
ward deliveries have been made, The quslily of 
first arrivals of new silk may be said to be dain. 
Various reports as t> the volume of the new crop 
are to hand, conservative estimates giving the 
number of bales available for export during sea- 
son 1908/1909 as 100,000 to 110,000 bales, but in 
this connection it should be remembered that 
much will depend on the summer and autumn. 
cocoon crops, and likewi-e that e fair quantity 
of old cocoons still remain in the interior, 

A small but steady business has been done in 
waste silk during the la:t fortnight. At the 
close the market is stronger, prices all round 
showing an upward tendency, 

The exports from July Ist to June 30th are 
33,382 bales to Europe and 71,626 to America, 
a total of 105,008 bales.’ Thia is a big advance 
on.the figures of oe years. 

Habutai Silk.—Prices for Kanagawa rose con- 
siderably soon after the commencement of the 
period under review, but slightly weakened to- 
ward the close, The demand both from Europe 
and America has been unimportant, that from 
the former being entirely: ned to 28in. goods, 
Quotations for Kukui advanced to no little extent 
during the month, but have reacted toward the 
latter part. The chief demand has been for the 
better grades for Europe, and there has been also 
enquiry tor 27in. for America. Although total 
production of Kawamata has pecreneds prices for 
20in. have fal'en considerably, due deubtless to 
the greatly increased output of this narrow width, 
which shows that 15,000 pieces 20in. have come 
on the market out of a total of 20,000. Thirty- 
six inch goods have been-remarkably firm, while 
23ia. and 27in. have both declined. 


SUGAR. 


Koss, June 30th.—The imports of beet have 
been steady and prices unchanged. The market 
for cane (raw) remains dull. Muscovados Basis 
Polarisation 96 per cent. colour averge 124 is 
quoted at Y.5.85/5.95 per pioul, ex-ship, The 
usual auction of Osaka refined took place on the 
23rd inst., when 5,700 bags were offered. 4,700 
bags were sold at an advance of from 10 to 20 
sen and the remainder withdrawn, the bids 
being below the refinery’s ideas. 


me 
Yokohama, June 30th.—No busiuess. 
RICE. 


Honakona, 20th July :—In consequence of 
heavy arrivals and accumulation of stocks prices 
which have been ruling high are declining. 

Quotations are ;— 7 


Saigon, Ordinary ..........c.ccceseees $5.50 to $5,55 
A Round. Good quality ... 5.30 to 65.85 
‘o ONG. iis veveesaticrsaaaacecedes 5.40 to 6.46 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No.2... 5.15 to 6.26 
» Garden, 4s No.1... 5.70 to 6.76 
je MWR bee ascccvicastis eoaeae eden 620 to 625 
» Fine Cargo weccseecccsessseee 6.70 to 6.76 
OPIUM. 
Honerona, July 18th. 
Quotations are:— . 
Malwa New ........ easgeeeets tseereeeeG920 — por pioul, 
Malwa Old ......sssecccceseeiceceen $055 do. 
Malwa Older ..........ssseisesee oee$970/80 do 
Malwa Vory Old ........1..65..s00+--$1010/80 do. 
Persian Fine Quality .....0....s0600 $800 do, 
Persian Extra Fine ........... «+2. §880 do. 
Patna Now .........c. csssesesseeee$1065 per chest. 
Patna Old ......ccccec cesses cceee do. 
Bemnares Now ........cccccssece sence do. 
Benares Old SOc verewtoceccccnthes rah do. 


Foocuow, July 8rd, 1908 , Business daring’ the 
week ig summarised 


VESSEL. 


Stock on 25th June, 1968 .. 15 9 ta! 
i ie Imported during § 5 a a 
Be tea Me hey 
sal dana polpanest Sreiave-si/ece 7 9. . Bo 
ea the week ...... on : rs we Boe 
’ Estimdted Stock Fiddeedee sons 3 12 be ; . 9. ; 

7 FP, 130° “i to 
Quotations {Rew Sikaiee $990 $112 $1000" 6 + 
Old $1030 (091040 me, am Ration! as 


50 


KEROSINE, 


Foocnow, 8rd July, 1908.—Imported during the 
week 287,200 gallone, as against 151,500 ellors 
_for the corresponding week of last year. 


Harrow, Isl July, 1908.—No im 


2 
ports during 
the week, : 


Yokohama, 30th June. Arrivals and deliverie® 
for the secend half of June show—Standard Oil 
Coy, arrivals, nil; deliveries, 21,300 cases: Rising 
8un Petroleum Co., arrivals, nil; deliveries, 20,000 
unite. 

FLOUR, 

Foocuow, 3rd July. — During the week 4,496 
bags were imported, bringing the total since lst 
June up to 20,589 bags which is a decrease compar- 
ed with the 35,478 bags for the samo pericd of 
1907. ° : 


YoxoraMa, 30th July—Stocks are about G0,000 
sacks. Owing to the impossibility of competing 
in price with the native output foreign competi- 


tion has practically closed for the time being, 
rr 


\ YARN. 


Foocsow, 3rd July, 1908 :— During the week 
there were imported 47,300 piculs Indian, as com- 
pared with 20,100 for the corresponding week last 
year. 


PIECE GOODS 


Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co.’s Report on the 
Shanghai Piece Goods Trade, dated Shanghai, 
2nd July, 1908, states:—Tho course of trade 
during the interval has not been altogether a very 
smooth one, and but for the fairly favourable 
clearanees in the earlier part it might well have 
been thought that it had suffered another relapse. 
As it is, the business going on is a purely retail 
cne, what buying there is being fiom hand: to 
mouth, the quantities, in most cases, being too 
small to be any criterion of the actual market. 
The shocking state in which the popular currency 
of the country has now got into, as pointed out 
in all the recent Customs Reports we have given 
extracts from, and which is actually going from 
bad to worse, is undoubtedly the cause to which 
is attributable the. great depression in trade all 
over China, Until the Native Authorities can 
be made to see the necessity of coining and 
issuing single copper cash and much nearer 
their intrinsic value than the present 10 cash, or 
1 cent piecea—that are not actually worth 50 per 
cent ii their face value and will not pass for 
more—the present helpless muddle must con- 
tinue. It is quite possible to imagine the 
country farmers and market vardeners being 
forced, in the towns, to accept these tokens 
in payment for their produce, only to find when 
they want to invest in foreign goods their coin is 
not worth more than 40 to 50 per cent of what 
they received it at. This must ultimately Jead to 
{ disaster, and will force the agriculturists to revert 
to the ancient system of barter. The whole cur- 
rency question is in a rotten state, and is being 
complicated by the issue of private bank notes in 
the same promiscuous manner as the Provincial 
Treasuries are circulating these inferior 10 cash 
pieces. Nothing should be allowed in circulation 
that the I. M. Customs Banks will not accept at 
their face value in payment of duties. Are they 
willing to accept the two media referred to at 
their face values, if atall? It is reported that 
for some time past goods originally imported into 
Tientsin direct are finding their way to this 

| market and are being sold for what they will 
: fetch, irrespective of the cost to the importers, 

who are supposed to have delivered them on 
the credit system. That sort of thing is not 
calculated to assist our market, which is already 
overburdened with goods of the same class that 
have to be liquidated. The disappearance of 
native indentors interested in the fancy goods 

{ trade has not yet ceaged, and in a majority of 

: instances the cause of their troubles is distinctly 
traceable to the over persuasiveness of some 
special agent of a Manchester House! After 
the di i news that has been coming in 
for weeks past of the anticipated direful con- 
sequences of the long drought in the North, it 
was refreshing to hear that rain had at last 
fallen. In some parts, however, it appears to 
have been altogether too excessive, railway 
bridges washed away and rivers over flowing 
being now the order of the day. In this neigh, 
: bourhood we are having quite a sufficiency,, but 
the country is fairly well drained and the crops 
are not suffering, the prospects for both cotto 


and rice. being very favourable. Newchwang is 
XN 

. é 

‘ . 
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the market that appears to be thaking ints 
rapid progress toward recovery ard|is the centre 
for which the bulk of the busings has been 
done this week. The clearances | comprise! a 
sine variety cf goods, but American drills 
orm the buik. Other markets rémain much 
the same as last reported. Sates interestied 
are not saying much about Cores, hut seem ito 
be ina decidedly hopeful mood. Thé Manchester 
mirket is very strong, prices keeping well over 
those ruling here. Gott n in Liverpool has k pt- 
fairly sence to-day's quotations doming 6.43d 
for Mid American and 7}d for Egyptian. The 
“Future” prics for the former came yesterday 
5 83d, when spot was 647d, Tho export of Pldin 
Cottons from England last month bmounted to 
36,000,900 yards, a quite unexpected quantity. 
New York is-very firm, but jneverthel 

business hes been done for this market, chially 
in Jeans and light weight Drills. Manufacturers 
are not at all disposed to pres salex, and the 
small business already done appears to halvo 
imbued them with strength. The qhotations for 
Cotton in New York that are réecived hqre 
sppear to be very irregular, being 9.26 cents 
for October and 9.40 cents for December, while 
to-day September option c:mes 9.49 cents. The: 
Yarn market, both for imported and Iceal. 
spinniogs, has been fairly active lat steady ‘to’ 
fir prices. Quotations aro firm for what little; 
native Gotton there is on offer. Nd details have 
appeared of the sill business that has been! 
done from first hands in Manchestor makes, as} 
we mentioned above, the individudl quantities! 
being very- small, but comprising qdite a variaty | 
of makes, and all for prompt clearance, although! 
there are heaps of old contracts ih the lodks 
that Importers cannot get moved. [The Foreign 
Exchango Banks wera closed yesterday and fo- 
day for the Summer Holiday, really to balance 
their books, xo no quo‘stions have Been available. 
since the 30th ulto. Silver hak dropped a! 


sixteenth in London since then. ! i 
! 


EXPORTS :— 
TEA. 
Foocrow, 3rd July, 1906.—Duringthe week the: 
following settlements have taken place: Congous,. 
8,700 half chests; Souchongs, 6,650 half chests; 
scented teas 825 boxes; and Flowery Pekoes, 268 

chests. ; 
This season’s stocks comprise 22,00 half chests 


congou, 13,170 half chests Souchong, 1,000 half ; 


chests Oolong, 1,190 boxes scented teas, and 479 
chests Fekoe. »# 


The total shipments fur the 1908-9 season are:— 


Congou, 5,666,661; Souchong, 2,428,734; S. O. | 


Pekoe, 27,308; F. Pekoe, 312,041; Sorts, 58,234; 
total §,462,978 Ibs. 


‘ . | 
Hankow, July 1st.—Business reported since 


the 25th ult., is as under :— 


1908. 1907. 
4-Chests. 4-Chests 
Settlements ... 15,8-44 7,017 
Consisting of the following Teas :— 
3-Chests, per picul 
Ningchows......... 2,286 at Tls. — at 38.00 
Wenchows......... 58 FR —-, — 
Oopacks........00.. 1,185 » 135:10,, 21.50 
Oonams ............ 6599 ., 1425 ,, 22.00 
Oofaas ............ 2,845 ,, 175 ,, 19.00 
Seang-tams 1,602 = ,, 13:75 ,, 16.50 
Ichangs ........00.. 13854 ,, 3150 ,, 33.25 
The following are ie at date compared 


with the corresponding statement of last season,. 
viz, 26th Jane, 1907: — 


! 1908. _ 1907, 
Hanxow TEA }-Chests. 4$-Chests, ‘ 
Settlements  ..." ...428,812 369,294 : 
Stock ... “14, 16,760 12,047 | 
Arrivals ... .o445,072 381,341 | 
1908. 1907. 
Kivkiang TEA. }-Chests. 4-Chests. 
Settlements... »..169,245 169,470 
Stock aes .. 21,775 15,962 
Arrivals ...191,020 * 185,432 
Comparative Quotations per picul are as 
under :— : 
1908. : 1907. | 
Ningchow Tls. 15.50 at 100.00 Td. 19.00 at100.00 
Khemuns ,, 21.00,, 67.00 _,,| 18.50-,, 74.00 
Hohow... , 1900, 2400 ,)' — , — 
Kutoans.. .. 25,50 ,, 27,00 ,,° 21.50 ,, 25.5 
Wenchow 19.50 ,, 21.00 ,, Se Prey ae 
Oopack... . 13.50 ,, 26.00 » 12.90 ,, 27, 
Oonam... , 18.60 ,, 27.00 , 12.C0 ,, 28.0 
Oonfaa ... 14.75 ., 36.00 », 17.00 ,, 35.50 
Seangtam ,, 13.75,, 18.50 jf 1230,, 17.3d 
Ichangs... ,, 31.50 ,, 65.00 ,; 29.00 ,,, 


;| to pels 28,000 against 
‘| period last seacon. 


| ported during ‘the week 350 
| total since 1st June up to 926.75 piculs, as com 
pared with 2232,83 piculs for the same period in 1907- 


yo 


| [July 20, 1908 
Hatkow Tea Kiukiang.- 


| Season 1908-1909...1bs. -4,741,684...1ba. 8,521,891 


1907-1908... 
1906-1907... 


a” 


» 6,518,257... ,, 4,298,970 
» 4,244,204... ,, 3,774,520 


The export to 20th ane; as per \Customs 
Returns stands thns: H 
1908/0 1907/8 1906/7 
Via Shanghai, 
Ibs. lbs. lbs, 


To Great Britain......1,367,669 1,600,153 2,168,701 
» U.S & Canada ...3,493,107 2,806,047 1,562,271 
Continent ......... 1,983,609 1,731,622 1,213,279 
1,299 3,218,604 


” 
— 


Russia via North.. 
Kussia in Europe, 


PB 


487,640 — = 
896,729 640,542 1,559,601 


» Shanghai............ 

Direct, 1908, . : 
Us Steatnteaes z. 196,864 Ibs. 
Gr. Britain ....... 3,386,720 ,, 
Continent ..... ....0 813,092 ,, 


Russia in Europe...2,611,115 


Russia in Asia ...11,062,388 __,, 
| Direct, 1007, : Russia in Asia 
ss “Loongmoon”’ ......1,800,326 lbs. 


‘ 


YokouaMa, 30th June.+No change to report 
so far as price and quality are concerned. Stocks 
are smail and second crop teas are making their 
appearance slowly. Very little. interest is being 


| shown by foreign buyers. in present offerings, 


though fairly large transactions are reported from . 
Shidzuoka on the part of native buyers. The new 
crop, 8o far, shows the usual want of quality in leaf 
when compared with firet crop teas with none of 
the usual advantages. Total settlements at 
Yokohama from May lst to June 29th amount 
to 54,350 piculs, against 68,430 piculs at the ' 
corresponding date last year. 


Kobe, 30th June.—Settlements to date amount 
pels 41,000 for the same 


CAMPHOR OUlL. 


Foocnow, 8rd July, 1908.—No fresh business is 
reported. 


CAMPHOR. 


Hoycuxonc, July 20th.—The market remains 
very dull and there is no change in price. Quota- 
tions are $83.00 to $88.00, : 


“There has been ex- 


Foocuow, 8rd July, 1908: 
| piculs, bringing the 


—_ ——-- 


a ear amat 


MISCELLANEOUS: EXPORTS 


Messrs Arnhold Karberg & Co.’a Fortnightly 
Produce Circular, dated Shanghai, 29th June, 
1908, states: Gallnuts—Goodi dacand bub little 
business results, as supplies coming in are small. 
Cowhides—Market closed. Feathers—A good 
business has been done during the past two 
weeks. Stocks are well cleaned up. Cotton—no 
cargo Offering. Tatlow.—There is good demand 


:| for falldelivery. Strawbraid—Demand almost nil. 


There have been small settlements in common 
split at very low prices in Laichow mottled. 
and Shansi mottled. Wool,—Sheep’s, no demand. 
Fairly large stocks. Woodi Oil—market quie, 
Antimony—Good demand from the home markets. 
Very little offering, Statistics show that since 
lst October, 1907, there were shipped 27,635 
piculs gallnuts, 99,414 piculs cowhides, 16,078 


: | :piculs tobacco, 25,293 piculs feathers, 54,811 piculs 


cotton, 59,6138 piculs tallow, 74,010 piculs wood oil, 
1,274,145 piculs sesamum seeds. 


Ter P, & O, steamer Malta, sailed on 11th July, 
For Manchester :—85 bales waste silk, For Gib- 
raltar:—1 case cigar, 2 casps silk piece goods, 
For Lyons :—388 bales raw si For 8t. Chamons: 
—34 bales raw Bilk. For Séville:—35 bales tea. 
For Marseilles: —329 bales raw silk, 265 waste silk, 
7 cases human hair, 4 cases feathers, 1 case em- 
broidery. -For London :—1,476 packages tea, 80 
bales raw silk, 108 bales wabte silk, 4 cases silk, 
1 case embroidery, 9 cases chinaware, } case paper 
pictures, 1 caso bird’s feathers, 1 case bristles, 


69,09 For Trieste:—50 bales waste silk, 


i 

E 
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Jaly 20, 1908} 


a 


Haxxow, July lst—The prices quoted are) Kowloon Lands can be 


for the net shipping weight excluding cost of 
packing for export :— 


: Per picul 
Cowhides, Best selected .............cc.ce066 Tis. 30.50 
Do. Seconds .......... cece cecceecceeee »» 27.00 
Buffalo hides, Best selected ............... » 22,50 


Goatskins, untanned, chiefly white 

colour, ‘ 
Buffalo Horns, average 3 Ibs, each 
White China Grass, Wuchang and/or 


POOGh 1s os. ce0es ses seseseeeel eck ccasheveleetés 1 9.00 
WhiteChinaGrass,Sinshanand/orChayu ,, 8.00 
Green China Grass, Szechuen ............ » 7.70 
DULG gee vesee sti edi och even sites (sdecsedevtvees eeeees i _ 
White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow ...... », 10.30 
White Vegetable Tallow, Pingchew 

— and/or Macheng ............ccccececessees » 10.40 
White Vagetable ‘T'allow, Mongyn ...... » 9.50 
Green Vegetable Sallow, Kiyu..........., » 9.60 
Animal Tallow ..............cccccececcccucecess 3, 10.80 
Gallnute, usual shape ...... 00... eee ees », 16.50 
Gallnuts, plam dow cee leesecec eee » 18.00 
Tobacco, Tingchow 00.0.0 .cccccccesccesecuecee jo = 
Tobacco, Wongkong..............ccescesces ees » = 
Feathers, grey and/or white Wild Duck ,, — 
TMOMEOLIC. 4 eleiieensciass cerns svancaneviees over » = 

» 5.65 
» 8.65 


HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS. 


Honexona, 17th July, 1908.—The past 
week has brought about but little change in 


‘ the general condition of our market, and we 


have again {o report bat a meagre business, with 
rates on the whole praotioally unchanged. Bar 
Silver has ruled fairly steady during the 
interval, and closes at 24,54, with Exchange on 
a at 1/9}, T.T., and on Shanghai at 74% 


Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
again been booked at $750, and close in further 
request at therate. The London rate has again 
advanced. and is now quoted at £80, for London 


register shares, akong a difference of upwards | Hongkong Hotel Co... 


of $130 per share in favour of purchasing in 
this market. Nationals are without business, 
but are still enquired for at $51. 


Mazgrne Insvzances.—Unions are reported 
to have been booked at $790, but at the close 
there are sellers at $785, and even $780 would 
probably lead to business. China Traders are 
still enquired for at $864 and Yangtazes at the 
improved rate of $155. North Chinas can be 
procured at Tis. 78, and Cantons at $295, 


Frees Insurances. — Chinas have been 
booked at $92 and $924, and are in further 
request at the higher rate Honogkongs have 
ruled quiet at $315 with sellers. 


SuIpping.—The only sale we have to report 
is in Hongkong, Canton and Macaos at $29, 
market closing with probable buyers at the rate. 
Other s’ocks under this head are unchanged 
and without business. 


Rerinegres.—No business has transpired 
and quotations tre unchanged. Chinas at $180 
and Luzons at $22, both with sellers. 


Mnvune. — Charbonnages continue in re- 
quest at $580, and a higher rate might even be 
paid. Raubs have ruled dull, and in the earlior 
part of the week were done at $64 and latterly 
at $6% but at the close a firmer tendency has 
set in and it is possible that $7 might be 

_ paid. 

Docks, WHARBVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks are quiet, and with- 
out business at $103. Hongkong and Kowloon 
‘Wharves have been booked at $48 and $474 and 
close with sellers at the higher rate. There are 
buyers of Shanghai Docks at Tls. 79, but 
supplies do not seem available locally. 
New Amoy Docks continue on offer at $9b 
Shanghai and Hongkew Wharves have declined 
to Tls, 212% with sellers. 


Lanps, Horens anp Buriprnes.—Hong- 
kong Lands have been booked at $97 and close 
in further request. West Points have been 
taken off the market at $48, and raat hy at 
$10, both closing however with further sellers. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT, 


laced at $26. The 
are gellers of Hongkong ioe at the reduced! 


rate of $88. Shanghai Lands dre unchanged at 
Tis, 122. Tea 


Corton Mriis,—Ewos have advanced to 860; 
but otherwise quotations are changed, and 
there is no business to report. 


MisceLLaNn gous, —Sales have been booked 
of Hongkong a-d China Gast $185, and of 
Electrics at $16. There are buyers of China 
Providents at $94, Dairy Farms at $194, Ices 
at $230, Union Waterboats at $104, and Steam 
Laandries at, $54. ‘China Borneos are procur- 
ableat $103, Ropes at $24 ex the interim dividend 
of $1 per share on account of 1908, paid on the 
15th instant, China Lights at $63, and Watson's 
at $94. | 

Quotatiens are as follows | 


PAID UP. | Quorations, 


ComMPANY. 


Alhambra 


Banks— 
Hongkong & seme $125 | ondon E80 


National B. of China £8 |$51, buyers 


bon buyers 
Bell's Asbestos E. A.../12s. 6d. ($74, sellers 


| China-Borneo Co....... $12 |f103, sellers 
China Light & P. Co.t a } $63, sellers 
China Provident ...... t $10 ($94, buyers 


Cotton Mills— 


Hongkong ........06.. 
International ......{' 
Laon Kung Mow ... 
Soychee 


Dairy Farm ........004/ 
Docks & Wharves— | 
H. & K. Wharf &G, 
H. & W. Dock ...... i 
New Amoy Dock...! $6} |§94, sellers 
Shanghai Dock and; 
Bho: Cbs TA j{ T1s.100 79, buyers 
S’hai & H. Wharf...'Tls. 100 . 212} 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 |$12, sellers 
G. Island Cement. ...i 310 [$10.60, sellers 
Hongkong & C. Gas...| £10 |$1835, sales 
Hongkong Electric... $10 |§16, buyers 
$50 , sellera 
Hongkong Ice Co...... 1 $25 0, buyers 
H.K. Milling Co, Ld. $100 [Nominal ; 
Hongkong Rope Co...j $10 ($24, x.d.,"sellers 
i 
Insurances — | 
Canton .....e..eeeeee, | $50 ($2235, sellers 
China Fire............ | $20 $92}, buyers 
China Traders ...... : $25 8 6}, buyers 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 $315, sellers 
North China.......... | £5 |Tls 78, sellers 
Union .............0008. $100 ($785, sellers 
Yangtsze ............ $60 |$155, buyers 
Land and Buildings— 
H’kong Land Invest. $100 |$97, buyers 
Humphrey’s Estate $10 |$10, sales 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 |326, buyers ; 
Shanghai Land....., . : 
West Point Building | 
Mining— 
Charbonnages ...... 
Raabs.........cccceeees 


Peak Tramways ...... 
Philippine Co. ......... 


Refineries— 
China Sugar......... $100 {$1380, sellers 
Luzon Sugar......... $100 |$22, sellers 
Steamship Companies * 
China and Manila... $25 |315, sellers 
Douglas Steamship $50 |338 


H., Canton & M. | 
Indo-China S.N.Coj £5 } 
Shell Transport Co. 


Star Ferry ......... $10 
Do. New............ $5 
South China M. Post.. $25 
Steam Laundry Co ... $5 
Stores & Dispensaries. 
Campbell, M & Co... $10 |$10 i 
Powell & Co., Wm. $10 |$54 i 
Watkins............... $10 \$3 : 
Watson & Co., A.S. $94, sellers | 
Wiesmann Ld. ......... $150, buyers 


United Asbestos ...... 
Do, Founders...... 
Union Waterboat Co. 


$13, buyers 
$240, buyers 
$104, buyers 
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CoMPANY. Pam UP.) QUOTATION, 
I 
Banks :— | 


i . 
Hongkong & S’hai...| $125 | $770, sellers 


National of China... Po) 
Russo-Chinese ... .. { mee. 
Insurance :— 
Union Society C’ton $100 
- North-China ..0...... - £5 
Yangtsze Assocn, ... ‘$60 
Canton ..ccecsseesses 1$650 
Hongkong Fire...... 850 
China Fire........ ase "$20 
Shipping :— 
Indo - China { B23 ato 
Shell Trans. ¢ ord. i £1 
& Trading pref. 10 
S’hai Tug & f ord. } é 
Lighter ... { pref. T50 
TakuTug & Lighter}  T50 
Docks & Wharves:— 
S’hai Dock & Eng...! F100 
H. & W. Dock ...... -$50 
9. & H’kew Wharf... 1100 
H, K’loon W. & G..." 350 
Yangtaze wea. T100 
Sugar Companies :— 
Perak Cultivation... T50 
China Refining...... _ $100 ; 
Mining :— 
Raub Australian ..., { 
Chinese Eng. & Min. 
Lands :— 
S’hai Investment..., T650O 
H’kong Investment. 
Humphreys’ Estate $10 
Weihaiwei............ T25 
(0) 5}. ” T50 
Anglo-French ...... 
Cotton :— 
EO. cccgensrseseeneees T50 
International ...... T76 
Laou Kung Mow...) T100 
Soy Chee wees T600 
H’kong C.S. W. D.. $10 
Industrial :— 
Shanghai Gas ..... T50 
Major Brothers...... T50 
Shanghai Ice...,..... T25 
China Flour Mill... T50 
8’hai Pulp & Paper, 100 
Green Is, Cement.... $10 
Maatschappij, <&c., 
in Langkat......... Gs.100 
Shanghai - Sumatra 3 
Tobacco ..eseeeecees T20 
S’hai Waterworks... - £20 
Anglo-Ger. Brewery 100 
A. Butler Cement, 
50 
50 
soees 10 


Shanghai Electric 


Construction...... 
Miscellaneous :— 


A. Llewellyn ......... 
A. 8. Watson & Co. 
Central Ordinary ... 
Central Founders.,. 
8. Moutrie & Co.... 


8’hai Mutual Tele 
China Im. & Ex. 


$ QUOTATIONS, 
it a 


$100 | $99, sellers 


| 


T100 | Tls. 101, sellers 


. 
£1 

18/10 |} #8, sellers 
£1: Tis. 154, buyers 


. Tis, 68, buyers 


$51, buyers 
} Tis. 175, sellers 


$790, sellers 
Tis. 774, sellers 
$160, buyers 
$280, sales 
$3124, buyers 
$92, eales 


} Tis. 29}, buyers - 

Tis, 144, buyers 

} £2.5,0, sellers 
£9.10, sellers 

Tis. 45, buyers 
Ts. 62, buyers 

Tis. 48, sales 


Tis. 78, x.d., 
$104, sellers 
Tls, 217%, sellers 
$51, sales 

Ts, 217}, sales 


Tls, 95, sales 
$1324, sellers 


‘I'ls, 121, sellera 


$104, sales 
$9, sellers 
Tls. 50, sellers 


Tia. 674, sellers 
Tis. 85, sellers 
Tia. 242}, sellers 
$9, buyera 


Tia. 113, buyers 
Tls. 55, buyers 
Tis. 14, sales 
Ts. 56, sellers 
Tis. 48, sellers 
$10, sellers 


Tis, 525, sellers 


Tis, 85, buyers 
390, sales 


$85, buyers 


$85, sales 
$65, sellers 
nominal 


£10. 58., sellers 


$1650, sellers 
$474; sales 
Tls. 45, sellers 
Tis. 50, sellers 
Tis. 57, sellers 


mn 


Mesars: J, P. Bisset & Co.’a Share Report for 
the week ending 9th July, states :—Business has 
been on a somewhat small scale this week and 
there is nothing particularly interesting to record. 
Baoks—H & S& Banks Shares have been in 
‘demand and we quote the rate at closing as $767}. 
-The T. T. rate on London to-day is 2/5. Marine 
& Fire Insurance.—There is no business reported. 

‘ Shipping.—Shanghai Tug & Lighter Co, ord.— 
. Bhares have changed hands at Tis, 45. Taku 
Tugs have been placed at T, Tls. 48. Docks & 
Whacves.—Shanghai Dock & Engineering Co, Ltd. 
The dividend of Tls. 2} having heen paid yester- 
\ day shares are now quoted at Tls. 77}. ex div. 
buyers, Shanghai & Hongkew Wharvesa. In the 
early part of the week sales took place at Ts. 
222% for cash and Tle. 2234 for Sept. but have 
since declined and small lots are offer ing for cash 
at Tle, 220, and for Sept. at Tl. 222. Sugars.— 
No businass rep . Mining.—No business re- 
ported. Lands.—Shanghai Lands Investment Co. 
A fair business has been done at Tis. 122 and 
Tis. 1214. Anglo-French Lands remain at Tis. 
101. Indnstrial—Ewos. Cash shares have chang- 
ed hands at Tls. 57. Internationals. Transactions 
are reported at Tis. 66}, Tle, 67 and Tle. 874 for 
cash and Tis, 69 for September. Laou Kung Mows. 
A sale has taken place at Tle. 86 for September. 
Shanghai Gas Co. have been dealt in at ‘Tis. 113 
and there are fnrther buyers. Shanghai Pulp & 
Paper.Co, A single trausaction is reported at J ts, 
48, Maatschappij &. in Langkats. The market 
has been very quiet, and a small lot of cash shares 
chan hands at Ts. 5274 and consequently Tla 
525 been done. The forward rate has declined 
from Tls. 645 for September 1o Tle, 542} closing 
with sellers. Shanghai Sumatras, Some business 
has been put through at Tls. 85 for September, 
4 but at the close there are buyers for cash at Ts, 
85 and Tis, 86 for September. Shanghai Waterworks 
have been in demand and after a sale at Tis, 390 
there are no further sellers under Tis, 400 
i Miscellaneous,—Hall & Holtz remain at $193. 
| with some transactions reported. Central Stores 
Ordinary shares are gusteiab $12. Astor House 
! ‘Hotels bave declined to $19. Duning & Co. Ld. 
p have been dealt in at $474. Shanghai Mutual 
Telephones. Business has taken place at Tia. 58 
for cash and there are sellers at Tis. 57. Loans 
: & Debentnres,— Municipal six per cert Debenture 
have beea dealt in at Tis. 103}. 
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EXCHANGE. ~ 


—_ 


Honagona, July 2uth. 


O:1 Lonpox.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ...... .......0... 1/914 

Bank Bus, on demand ...........0... 1,9# 

Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ......... Vjwig 

Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight ...... 1/918 

Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... L/lu,, 

Documentary Bills, 4moaths’ sight...1/10,* 
On Parrs.— 

Bank Bilis, on demand .................,2274 

Credits + months’ sight ............... 232 
On GERMANY.— 

On demand .............005. tenant eee ts) 
On New Yorr.— 

Bank Bills, ondemand ............00..... 44 

Credita, 60 days’ sight 0.0. 454 
On BomBay.— 

Telegraphic Transfer . ............... 1364 

Eank, ondemand ........ seca, 137 
On Catcorea— 

TelegraphicTransfer .....,..... ..1364 

Bank on demand ..............:.cccncnes 137 
On SHANGHAL— . 

Bank, at sight ....... Vevecetasialicen eens 745 

Private, 30 days’ sight .........006, 753 


On YoxoHaMa.— 


On demand .o....cscecerens soaee BY 
On Srncarorg.—Ondemand ...... we 78 
On Baravia.—On demand ..........00.. 108§ 
On Harenxene.—On demand...,.. 94 po. pm 
On Saicon.—On demand .........., 9} p.o. pm 
On-Banasox.—On domana ........ 84 


Sovuraians, Fank’s Buying Rate “saetee$10.85 
Goup LzaF 100 fine, por tael ............ $57.20 
BAR SILVER, Per 0%. sesccssssecseeessrersset4r 


SUBSIDIARY COINS. 6 
: per cent, 
Chinese _ cents pleces...... $8.95 discount. 
” 9 ” ceeten : ” 
Hongkong 20 39 tveeee 8.65 ie 
‘ re 59 gm 
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FREIGHTS. : 

From Hankow per Conferen¢e Steamers,—‘llo 
London and Northern Continental ports 45/- per 
ton of 40 c. ft. plus river freight. To Genoa, 
Marseilles or Havre 45/- per ton! of 40 c. ft. plus 
river freight. To New York (via Suez) General 
Cargo 30/- per ton of 40 c. ft. plus river Freight. 
To New York (via Suez), Tea 37/6 per ten of 40c. 
ft. plus river freight. To New ; York (Overland) 
per carload; Tea G. $1} cents per Ib gross; less 
than carluad ‘ea G. $1} cents sper fh gross plus 
river freigtt. To Shanghai :—Tea .and General 
Cargo, Tlx. 1.60 to 180 per:ton, weight or 
measurement. 


SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Mat. 
Jrly— ARRIVALS. 


9, Ayuthia, British str., from Bangkok. 

9, Ragnar, Norwegian str., from Swatow. 
9, Sheils, British str., from’ Moji. 

9, Triumph, German str., from Haiphong. 
9, Winnebago, Brit.str , from San Francisco: 
10, Benlarig, Briti-h str., from London. 

10, Childar, Norwegian atr., from Saigon. 
10, Drufar, Norwegian str., from Chefoo. 
15, Huichow, British str., from Amoy 

10, Malta, British atr., from Yokohama 

10, Tean, British atr., from Manila. 

10, Yochow, British str., from Shanghai. 

11, Devawongse, German atr., from Bangkok. 
11, Glenavon, British str., from Moji. 

11, Kotohira Maru, Japanese str., from Kobe. 
11, Kwanglee, Chinege str., from Shang Lai, 
1], Luchow, British str., from Newch wang, 
12 Chibli, British str., from Haiphong. 

12, Choising, German str., from Bangkok. 
12, Chowfa, German atr., from Bangkok. 

12, Chowtai, German a(r., ffom Bangkok. 
12, Choysang, British str., from Shanghai. 
12, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports, 
12, Hinsang, British str., from Hongay. 

12, Lightning, British str., from Caloutta, 

12, Orange Branch, Brit. str., from Sydney. 
12, Reidar, Norwegian atr., fr.m Moji. 

12, Shinano Maru, Japanese str., from Japan. 
12, Tjipanas, Dutch str., from St. James. 
13. Curonia, Russian str., from Singapore. | 
13. Haldis, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 

13, Jobanne, German str,, from Haiphong. 
18, Knivsberg, German str., from 8watow, ° 
13, Loyal, German str., from Ssigon. 

13, Namsang, British str., from Moji. 

13, Rubi, British str., from Manila. 

12, Tjimahi, Dutch str.. from Amoy. 

13, Totomi Maru, Japanese atr., from Moji. 
14, Chingto, British str., from Australia. 
14, Cyclops, British str., from Singapore. 
14, Goeben, German str., from Yokohama. . 
14, Haitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
14, Hanoi, French str, from Haiphong. 
14, Kansu, British str., from: Wahu. 

14, Moyune, British str., from Foochow. 

14, Nippon M., Jap. str., from San Francisco. 
14, Shanai, British atr., front Chinkiang. 

15, Amigo, German str., from Haiphong. 
15, Beesie Dollar, British str., from Moji. : 
15, Carnarvonshire, Br. str.,!from Shanghai 
15, CLingwo, British str., from Hankow. 

15, Deijin Maru, Japanese str., from Tamsui. 
15, Fritbjof, Norwegian etr., from Saigon. 
15, Glenogle, British str., from Singapore. 
15, Ichang, British str., from Newchang. 

15, Kwangse, British str., from Shanghai. 
15, Loongsang, British str., from Manila. 
L5, Scharnhorst, German str.j from Bremen. 
15, Bingan, British str., from Haiphong. 

16, Fri, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 

16, Helene, German str., from Swatow, 

16, Kiukiang, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Kutssng, British str., from Calcutta, 

16, Meafoo, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 

16, Paklat, German str., from Bangkok. 

16, Seirstad, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 
16, Solstad, Norw. str., from Haiphong. 

16, Silesis, Austrian str., from Trieste. 

16, Syris, British str.. from London. 

16, Taishap, British str., from Saigon. 

16, Wosang, British str., from Wubu. 

Juy— DEPARTURES, | 

1, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str.| for Haiphong. 
10, Derwent, British str., for Saigon. 

10, Elax, British str., for Tientsin 

10, Haimun, British str., for Coast Ports, 

10, Hongkong, French str., i Haiphong. 
10, Hupeh, British str., for Hoihow. 
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atr., for Shanghai. 


10, Marm 


Bri 
10, Menelaus, British |str., for Japan. 
-10, Nikko Maru, Jap, str., for Australia, &o, 


10, Phranang, German atr., for Bangkok, 
10, Shinchika Maru, Jap. str., for Sourabays. 
10, Sumatra, German str,, for Yap. 

10, Yuensang, British str., for M 

11, Amara, British str., for Hongay. 

11, Capri, Italian str; for Singapore, 

11, Cnins, American str, for San Francisco. 
11, Heliopolis, British str., for Durban. 

11, Kjeld, Norwegian str., for Shanghai. 
11, Kowloon, German str., for Tstagtan. 
11, Kweiyang, British atr, for Amoy. 

11, Malta, British str., for Europe, &o, 

11, Minnesota, Am. str., for Seattle, &o, 
1], Monteagle, British str., for Vancouver, 
11, Sanuki Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 
11, Tsintau, German str., for Swatow. 

1l, Zaffro, British str., for Manila, . 

12, Benlarig, British str., for Nagaeski. 

12, Earl of Douglas, Brit. str., for Newcastle. 
12, Guadiana, French str., for Saigon. 

12, Josbin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow, 
12, Pitsanolok, German sér., for Bangkok, 
12, Shaohsing, British str, for Shanghai, 
13, Dagny, Norwegian sir., for Chefoo, 

13, Hopsang, British atr., for Saigon, 

13, Kwongsing, British str., for Shanghai. 
13, Ragoar, Norwegian str., for Rajang., 
14, Cheongshing, British str., for Swatow, 
14 Chinkiang, British str., for Shanghai. 
14, Curonie, Russian str., for Foochow. 

14, Glensvon, British str,, for Bangkok. 

14, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports, 
14, Knivsberg, German str., for Hoihow, 
14, Kotohira Maru, Japanese str., for Siam, 
14, Tean, British str., for Manila, 

14, Triumpb, German atr., for Haiphong. 
14, Winnebago, British str., for Swatow. 
15, Anghin, German str., for Bangkok. 

15, Ayuthia, British str,, for Bangkok. 

15, Forest Dale, British str, for Samarang. 
15, Goeban, German str., for Europe, &o. 
15, Hangsang, British str., for Swatow. 

15, Huichow, Brit'sh str., for Swatow. 

15, Japan, British str., for Singapore. 

15, Petchaburi, German str., for Swatéw. 
15, Sexta, German str., for Nagasaki. 

15, Sungkiang, British str., for Cebu... 

15, Taishun, Chinese atr., for Shanghai. 

1b, Totomi Marn, Jap, str., for Singapore. 
15, Vanxhall, British str., for Yoko 

16, Chihli, British ste, for Haiphong. 

16, Cyclops. Br. str., for Keelang and Japan. 
18, Glenogle, British atr, for Amoy, 

18, Hanoi, French stt.. for Haiphong. 


16, Prinz Waldemar, Ger. str., for Sydney. - * 


16, Quinta, German str., for Saigon. 

16, Shantung, German str., for Hoihow. 
16, Yochow, Brifish sir, for Amoy, 

16, Zweena, British str., for Batavia, 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 

Per Chingtu, from Australia, &o., Mrs Perry 
and child, Mrs Corry, Mrs Springer and child, 
Mrs L. de Mendieta and servant, Colonel Cox, 
Messrs, H. Wolfenden, M. Corr, A. Perry, W. 
Farmer, C. 8. Farmer, J. H. Farmer, D. Avery, 
P. McMahon, KR. Coates, A. Wyatt, D, Fits- 
gerald, R. Anderson and W. Brown. 

Per Rub‘, from Manila, Mr and Mrs Barke 
and child, Mr and Mrs Jennings and 2 children, 
Mr and Mrs Dunn, Mr., Mre and Miss Baldwin, 
Major and Mrs Caso, Misses J. Bases, T. Bassa 
and R. Basse, Master, Archie Case, Messrs. 
Fisher, King, Dauser, Gebsio, Valasco, Morgan, 
Higgins and Gold. 


DEPARTED, 

Per Zafiro, for Manils, Misses M. Aldridge 
and M. C. Young, Mesgre. H. H. Palmer, B. H. 
Grooms, R. Daleseandia, Oag Sints, F. Sevilla, 
C. Morilho and J. Decinono, 

Per China, for San Francisco, &., Mr and 
Mrs Geo. Lammert, Rev. and Miss McCook, 
Misses Hodgeo, Narah Pioknell, Anna Hakle 
and Jean Loomis, Dr J. D. Hodgen, Asst, 
Surgeon EK. H.H. Old, |U.8.N., Brig. Gon. P. 
Reade, U.8.A., Messrs W J. Oonroid, D, Mo- 
Intyre, F, J. Jorge, C, Hf. Coulson, EB. Behreok, 
W. 8. H, Dolmes, A. M, Marinc, A, T, Per- 
cerville and T. D. MoKiay. : 


Printed and published by Barrgam Avausrrts 
Fare, for the Concerne?, ab 104, Des Vaux 
Road Central, City |of Victoria, Hongkong 
London Office 181, Fleet Street, B.C. 
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